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‘LOWBOY’ is the Registered Trade 
Mark of Mick Hammings Motorcycles 


5 SP & 6 SP GEARBOXES FOR ALL AMC, COMMANDO, DOMINATOR, MANX, G50, 7R 



5 speed Cluster: Commando, Dominator, Manx, G50, 7R 


with or without kickstarter provision £1,464 

5 speed Complete Gearbox (Alloy)* £2,047 

5 speed Complete Gearbox with kickstarter shaft £2,220 

5 speed Complete Gearbox (Magnesium) £2,220 

5 speed Complete Gearbox Mag/Alloy £2,205 


5 speed Complete Gearbox Magnesium Drum Type £2,407 

6 speed Complete Gearbox Magnesium Drum Type £2,619 


BELT DRIVE KITS 

COMPLETE diaphragm type kits to suit 
all Norton twins and now for Triumph 
500/650/750 unit and pre unit twins £450 
Basic Commando kit £350 


TAKING RESERVATIONS FOR COMPLETE 
ENGINE/GEARBOX REBUILDS. 
BOOKING NOW FOR SEPTEMBER 


WIDE SWINGING ARMS 


ELECTRONIC IGNITION SYSTEMS 


Pazon ignition kits £95 

Boyer Bransden kits £79 

MAG replacement kits £205 


For all featherbed frames, will take 120/130 
wide tyre, tubed section (not box), c/w s/a 
V spindle, taper rollers £450 + VAT y 

All prices + VAT 



NORTON COMMANDO VERNIER 
ISOLASTIC ADJUSTERS 


Forget those shims! 

Easy to fit without removing engine/gearbox. 
No modifications needed. Adjusted in minutes 

£65 PAIR 



IMPORTANT 

PLEASE NOTE OUR TEIEPHONE NUMBERS ARE NUW 
01604 630505 / FAX 01604 631830 or 01327 844377 PHONE AND FAX 


72/74 OVERSTONE ROAD, NORTHAMPTON NN1 3JS ENGLAND 



wwiK fnatobi.com 
infa@motabi .com 


ALUMINIUM ROTORS 

PtatrCf nth* 

26 World Championships 
1977 - 1989 


CRMC ELEGIBLE 


AvaiiablB for: 

Buitaco O 

Morbidetti 

Kreidlor 

MinareUi 

Kawasaki • 
Sanvenero . 


AIOTOBf248CC SIX STUDS 4 STROKE SINGLE 
BORE & STROKE : 74.5 x 57 mm ~ 78 x 52 mm 

COMPLETE MOTORCYCLE ! COMPLETE ENGINE 

See details an www.motobi.com - info@motabi .com 


2012 M. HUDSON CRMC WINNER cat 3A 
2012 M. HUDSON CRMC R.O.Y, cat 3A 
2015 J. HOUSTON 22nd CLASSIC ISLAND, AUS 
3 VICTORIES cat 2CL 


VINTAGE ROADRACERS 
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Complete Ignition Systems for Classic Motorcycles 


STK-010 
fitted to B40 
engine 


CDI IGNITION ONLY TRIALS MX SYSTEM 

- B2S, fc40. Cl 5 fSiK-Ol 1 


CDI IGNITION & LIGHTING SYSTEM 


FULL RACE CDI IGNITION SYSTEM 


Ya...jha: TZ350 (Stk 


We manufacture a large range of high performance ignition & aiternator systems for road, race 
and off road. Our speciaiization is producing seif generating ignitions - so no battery required. 

Most components are manufactured within our factory in Oxfordshire, Engiand, where we have 
extensive CNC machining, coii winding, electronics assembiy & injection mouiding capability. 
This aiiows us compiete flexibility to produce new products and improve existing designs whiist 
maintaining quaiity controi. 

FOR OUR FULL RANGE OF CLASSIC IGNITION & LIGHTING KITS PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE 



www.electrexworld.co.uk 


Units 43-46 Vanolloys Business Pork, Stoke Row, Oxon, RG9 5QW 

Tel: 01491 682369 I email: info@electrexworld.co.uk 
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A top sponsor in his day, Tom Kirby, 
believed in a hands-on approach to 
preparation. Clearly hanging on Tom's 
every word are his riders for the 1963 
Manx Grand Prix, left to right, John Jacques, Ron 
Chandler and Roger Hunter. 

In a race week memorable for hard-fought, 
close racing, the team came away with a good 
set of results. In the Junior race Hunter was 
always in contention, but at the flag it was Peter 
Darville who came out the victor, with Hunter in 
second and Selwyn Griffiths filling the final spot 
on the rostrum. Chandler came home in 15th. 

The Senior race was a case of so near, so far, 
for Hunter. After taking the lead on the last lap he 
ran out of fuel on the Mountain due to a sticking 
float needle. Griff Jenkins ran out the winner, 
from Darville and Jimmy Guthrie. Kirby runner 
Jacques finished 10th. 


SO NEAR 
AND YET 
i SO FAR 

f 
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» The latest straight from the paddock » 


NMM AT THE CLASSIC TT 
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The National Motorcycle Museum 
showcased itself to a new audience 
thanks to a massive effort at the ClassicTT 
and Festival of Motorcycling. 

With a huge pop-up museum in the 
ClassicTT paddock, which housed 32 
Nortons from the Solihull based museum 
- ranging in age from 1906 through to the 
1990s - enthusiastic visitors got a small 
insight in to what the National Motorcycle 
Museum has to offer. 

In pastTT and ClassicTT parade laps, 
and of course in some of the bestTT races 
in history, nothing on the scale of the 
turnout of rotary racers - in a tribute to the 
Norton Rotary Parade - has been seen, or 
could have been imaged before. 

A total of 13 rotaries from the NMM's 
collection was planned to complete a 
lap of theTT Mountain Course (the only 
one to fail to make the start was the one 
earmarked for me. Male). The remaining 
12 left theTT start line and returned to 
a great reception from the packed TT 
Grandstand 37.73 miles later. 

Three of the original Norton riders, 

Trevor Nation, Steve Cull and Ian Simpson, 
had the pleasure of taking part and were 
joined by William and Michael Dunlop, 

Mike Rutter, Steve Plater, Peter Hickman, 
Steve Parrish and Jamie Whitham. 

The most famous rotary of all was 
The White Charger, which the late Steve 
Hislop took to victory in what has been 
described as the bestTT race of all time, 
the 1992 Senior Race. In that event he 
beat arch rival Carl Fogarty and this time 
it was ridden by 23-time TT winner John 
McGuinness, pictured right, who pulled 
out all stops to appear in replica Hislop 
leathers and helmet. 


The majority of the NMM Norton team made 
the journey to Jurby for the hugely popular 
Festival of Jurby and McGuinness, Rutter and 
Cull demonstrated the rotaries on track. 

After a challenging weekTeam National 
Motorcycle Museum Racing had to admit 
defeat when the Brian Crichton prepared 
rotary posted a DNF during the ClassicTT 
Formula 1 race. Brian and his small team 
of helpers worked tirelessly on the Norton, 
which rider William Dunlop, pictured below, 
had described as "wicked fast" during 
practice, but on this occasion it wasn't to be. 

Museum director James Hewing said at 
the end of an hectic, but largely successful 
two weeks: "Team National Motorcycle 
Museum Racing's entry to run a Norton rotary 
race machine in the FI event was a huge 
challenge and we are obviously disappointed 
not to have finished. William Dunlop and 
the whole team worked tirelessly all week 
with William declaring the bike 'wicked fast'. 
Everyone knows that there is no tougher 
place to go racing and feedback from race 
fans has been really positive'.' 


The museum film crew has created four 
short films from the event, which include 
the paddock museum, the rotary parade, 
the festival of Jurby and Team National 
Motorcycle Museum Racing, all of which 
are available at www.thenmm.co.uk 






KEELER AJS TWIN 


Following Jim Porter's letter 
in issue 175 enquiring if 
anyone had any information 
on the whereabouts of 
the Arthur Keeler doubled 
up AJS 7R twin engine, 
Mick Hemmings came 
up with some superb 
images of the engine 
from the period. Flopefully 
this great photograph will 
jog someone's memory 
and may help to track the 
engine down. 


RECORD NUMBER OF 
BIKES AT FESTIVAL 

The Isle of Man Steann Packet Company has confirmed that a record number 
of motorcycles was carried to the Isle of Man Festival of Motorcycling in 2015. 


Compared with the previous year there was 
a 4% increase in the number of motorcycles 
brought to the Island during the festival, 
rising to more than 3800. This follows a 
steady increase in demand since the Festival 
of Motorcycling was introduced, particularly 
among fans wanting to bring their own bikes to 
the Island. 

During the 2015TT there was also an 
increase in the number of motorcycles carried, 
up more than 16%, the highest level for any 
year outside of the Centenary celebrations in 
2007. 

Isle of Man Steam Packet Company chief 
executive Mark Woodward said: "The Festival of 
Motorcycling continues to go from strength-to- 
strength, as these figures show. 

"We recognised there was a rising demand 


from fans who wanted to be able to bring their 
own motorcycles to the Island, so over the 
winter we had a removable mezzanine deck 
fabricated. This substantial investment has 
created the additional capacity to allow more 
people to bring bikes, and help the Island's 
motorcycling festivals continue to grow. 

"The Steam Packet Company is pleased to 
play its part in supporting the Island's special 
events, not only in terms of providing capacity 
to meet demand, but also in direct support. For 
example, we have sponsored a parade lap at 
every ClassicTT, this year celebrating Norton's 
rotary years, have been headline sponsor of 
the Southern 100 International Road Races for 
more than 15 years and work closely with theTT 
Marshals Association to help attract volunteers 
through our discount scheme." 


of BS^V 


A stunning line-up 


Gold Stars at a packed 
VMCC Jurby Festival, all \ 
iS^^-transported to the Island 
the lOIVISPC 


Did you get to the ClassicTT - Manx Grand Prix 
this year? If so you'll know what a great event 
it was. If you couldn't make it this time around 
then I strongly recommend you get it on your 
calendar for 2016. 

Just as we have for the last couple of years, 
we ran the Mortons Archive exhibition in one of 
the units at the rear of theTT Grandstand and 
again it proved a great success. The really nice 
thing about having such a base is getting to 
meet so many readers, from all over the globe. 

The ClassicTT races, once again, provided 
some super-fast and competitive racing. What 
about Bruce Anstey's 126mph plus lap on a 
classic grand prix two-stroke? The bloke truly 
is a legend and the most modest man you 
could wish to meet. 

But for a loose exhaust there was every 
chance he could have added another win to 
last year's ClassicTT victory. Just to think a 
little over 12 months ago the sceptics delighted 
in telling Clive Padgett he would never get a 
fragile stroker to last around the Island. 

While Clive and his team worked wonders, 
the attrition rate in the classic races was 
something of a cause for concern. The Island 
does find out the slightest weakness in a 
motorcycle, and for that matter rider, but some 
beautifully prepared machinery, put together by 
the best in the business, failed to finish. 

I've listened to all the theories - modern 
TT stars are too hard on the bikes, and there 
isn't enough track time to iron out the bugs 
in practise, are the most commonly heard. My 
take on it is that all the top machine builders 
and tuners are pushing the boundaries; just as 
they did back in the day. From 1907 theTT was 
the ultimate test of man and machine and the 
ClassicTT is carrying on the tradition. 

Racing improves the 
breed and the arduous 4 ■ 

Mountain Circuit will 1 1 ^ 

ultimately improve \ I 4 

today's classic race bikes. ^ \ ^ ^ 

Male VX 
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NEWS BRIEF 

»NEW MANAGEMENT 
STRUCTURE AT 
DONINGTON PARK 

The board of Donington Park Racing Limited 
has announced three key promotions within its 
senior management team. 

The present board of chairman Kevin 
Wheatcroft, finance director Phil O'Connor 
and managing director ChristopherTate has 
been expanded. Alison Nicholls is promoted 
from general manager to chief operating 
officer. In welcoming Alison to the board Kevin 
Wheatcroft said: "Alison has already proved 
herself and her abilities over the past five years 
in first re-starting and then rebuilding this circuit 
and successfully growing its business; and I 



AERMACCHI REUNITED 


now look forward to her future input with great 
expectations." 

Also promoted is Bob Adams to the 
position of sporting director and Roger Lowe 
to commercial director. In welcoming the 
expansion of the senior team, managing 
director ChristopherTate said: "Donington is 
now once more strongly positioned as one 
of the top three of the UK's international race 
circuits. We host major events across a wide 
range of both the two- and four-wheel motor 
sports, and we are diversifying rapidly. With 
strong partners such as the Honda Haslam race 
school, the FIA Formula E race series which is 
headquartered here, and a range of important 
race industry tenants on site, and with our 


After we published a letter in Readers' Write in 
issue 173, which told the great story of Pete 
Fleming and Andy Gourlay being reunited after 
over 37 years, it has resulted in Andy being 
reunited with his original Aermacchi Metisse. 

After returning from New Zealand, Pete 
Fleming was visiting well know Aermacchi 
tuner Cleve Brightman collecting his engine 
and spotted Cleve was restoring an original 
Aermacchi Metisse rolling chassis, which it 
transpired had originally been Andy Gourlay's. 

Andy bought the Metisse new from Geoff 
Monty (Monty had never used it ) and rode 
it in the 1979 Junior Manx Grand Prix. After 
moving on to Yamaha machinery Andy sold the 


Aermacchi to Dave Bedlington, who ultimately 
sold it to Cleve Brightman. When Cleve heard 
the story of Andy and Pete meeting up again 
he agreed to build an engine from his own 
spares stock and sell the complete bike, 
pictured below, to Andy in New Zealand. 

Pete Fleming has his own Aermacchi, 
pictured above, which he has owned since 
1971. It was originally owned - and raced for 
two years - by Graham Sharpe, making Pete 
only the bike's second owner. 

In a nice twist to the tale Pete Fleming is 
returning to New Zealand for the Pukekohe 
Festival in 2016 and Andy has offered him the 
newly reunited Aermacchi Metisse to ride. 


strong financial controls, the company is now 
set for its next stage." 

»MAD FOR CHARITY 

The Westland Classic Motorcycle Club, Yeovil, 
Somerset have enlisted the help of Steve 
Parrish for their annual charity fund raising 
event, in aid of Dorset and Somerset Air 
Ambulance. 

The Gateway centre in Yeovil is the venue 
for Steve's highly entertaining MAD show 
(see www.madtour.co.uk) and the date is 
November 21 at 8pm. Tickets are just £12 with 
all proceeds going to the Dorset and Somerset 
Air Ambulance. 

Further information is available at 
www.wcmcc.org.uk or by contacting John 
Dodge on 01935 423372 or Gerald Davison on 
01963 351603 or gerald.davison@lineone.net 


SPORTING RACE 

Manx Grand Prix and ClassicTT clerk of the course Phil 
Taubman prepares to take over the community baton from 
fellow Southern 100 committee man and Billown clerk of the 
course Peter Oates after his two-mile stint in a 100 mile event 
around Castletown. 

The main event, which attracted walkers from across the 
globe, utilised the Southern 100's start and finish straight as 
well as the club's HQ and newly acquired mobile grandstand. 

A number of S100 committee members took part in the fun- 
based community walk, along with 1971 Junior Manx Grand 
Prix winner Steve Moynihan, who turned 70 earlier this year. 

The 50-strong Castletown community team sneaked under 
the 24 hour cut-off by a mere one minute and eight seconds. 
Don't ask what average speed that is! 







CLASSIC TT MOMENTS 


ANSTEY’S LAP 


The ClassicTT was buzzing with the 
news that, during practise on one of the 
days blessed with good weather, Bruce 
Anstey did the unthinkable and lapped the 
Mountain Circuit at over 126nnph on Clive 
Padgett's 500cc two-stroke Yamaha. 

But for a loose exhaust, which caused 
an extra stop to fix it, Anstey would have 
repeated last year's ClassicTT Formula 1 
victory on the former Grand Prix Yamaha 
that many pundits claimed couldn't survive 
the rigours of theTT Mountain Course. 


McGURK AT 
THE DOUBLE 



Success on a budget; Phil McGurk enjoyed a great ClassicTT 

Photograph Russ Lee 


Last year's winner of the Privateers 
Award in the Junior ClassicTT, Phil McGurk, 
riding Chris Flughes' 350 Honda, 
repeated the feat in 2016, and rode in 
to the winners' enclosure in second 
place overall. 


Former Manx Grand Prix rider Hughes, from 
Louth, Lincolnshire, runs his bikes 
on a very tight budget and was delighted 
when his Drixton 500 Honda, in the 
hands of Dave Sellers, came home 15th 
in the Senior Classic. The 500 was a last 


minute entry and the bike was completed 
in theTT Paddock during practise week. 

You can read about the exploits of Phil 
McGurk's fatherTony in theTT during 
the Sixties in the next issue of 
Classic Racer. 


»TWO VERY 
DIFFERENT LAPS 

Former Manx Grand Prix rider Dave Binch got to 
relive the past when he took part in the Classic Racer 
Classic Lap of Honour during the ClassicTT before 
running the entire 37.73 mileTT Mountain Circuit. 

Dave, who first raced in the Manx Grand Prix 
aged 18 on a Yamaha TZ250 but hung up his 
leathers in 1997 when the first of his two daughters 
was born, took on the challenge inspired by a family 
friend who was diagnosed with terminal cancer. 

Now aged 45, Dave used the same restored TZ 
to ride in the Lap of Honour, and then just hours 
later ran the whole of the Mountain Course in aid 
of Cancer Research UK. David said after completing 
the gruelling run: "The whole thing has been 
fantastic and we have raised a lot of money for 
charity. It was great to relive my youth back on the 
bike and the run was a rollercoaster of emotions. 
However, I'm looking forward to a rest now! " 

Poor weather earlier in the week threw the race 
schedule into chaos, meaning the only way Dave 
could complete his challenge was to start running 
at 2am. Dave added: " It was a very still night with 
just a little bit of mountain mist. There were no 
cars or lights at all. I just put one foot in front of 
the other and ran and ran. It was so peaceful and 
something I will remember for a long time." 

Running from Ramsey to Ramsey, Dave 
completed his lap in eight and quarter hours, an 
average speed of 4.5mph. "I often thought about 
people who are suffering from cancer, said Dave, it 
helped keep me going." 

TheTT organisers allowed Dave and his six-man 
crew a place in the paddock where they gave away 
tea in exchange for charity donations from the racing 
teams. As Classic Racer goes to press the total has 
passed an impressive £13,000 and is still rising. 

There is still time to make a donation either by 
calling Dave on 07919 321109, texting BINC90 to 
70070, or visiting www.justgiving.com/DaveBinch 
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WARREN WILLING 
1952-2015 

For more than 40 years Warren Willing 
was a colossus of Australian racing. 

Born in Paddington on June 22, 1952, 
Willing attended Macquarie Boys Fligh 
School in Parramatta, which he graduated 
from to become an apprentice motorcycle 
mechanic. Within a few years he was 
building his own engines. 

Outside of bikes, his hobbies were 
soccer, surfing and model aeroplanes, but 
it was racing that captured his imagination 
after contesting his first club events on an 
oldTriumph twin. 

Riding the wave of the Japanese bike 
boom, he would soon appear aboard a 
purple Yamaha 125 known as the Floney 
Special. In 1972, he partnered with future 
brother-in-law Murray Sayle to win the 
250 class in the Castrol Six-Flour. With 
the $500 prize money they won, the pair 
ventured to New Zealand. 

The team's reserve rider Jeff Sayle 
tagged along. "We raced from December 
1972 through to January 1973," 
remembers Murray. "We were still in 
B-grade. I was on theTR2B and Warren 
had hisTRS. Jeff had ride on a production 
RD350 at Wanganui. Fie was 17. We 
raced at Bay Park, Levin, Wanganui and 
Pukekohe, all on North Island. This was 
when we first met Stu Avant, John Boote 
and many other Kiwis." 

Warren's career continued apace in 
Australia, rocketing from C-grade to 
A-grade in two seasons. Willing and his 
rival, friend and some-time co-rider Gregg 
Flansford took Australian motorcycling 
into the stratosphere with their incredible 
dice in the 1974 Unlimited Grand Prix at 
Bathurst aboard a pair of new Yamaha 
TZ700S, both riders wheel-standing over 
the humps down Con-rod at 275kph. 

Willing pipped Flansford after lowering 
the lap record by an incredible nine 


EWAN HALDANE 

Motorcycle racing veteran Ewan Haldane 
lost his life in a road traffic accident at the 
age of 86. 

Ewen Haldane, from Greenock, 

Inverclyde, competed in 15TT races. He 
was killed while riding his Honda on the A82 
near Luss. Ewan founded Ewan Haldane 
Motorcycles in Greenock before retiring. 

The current owners said in tribute: 

"Mr Haldane was a formerTT racer and 
successful motorcycle dealer, serving 
Inverclyde and beyond motorcycling 
community for many, many years. He will 
be greatly missed and our thoughts and 
condolences are with his family at this time." 

Glasgow Honda dealer, Victor Devine, 
also paid tribute: "It's very sad. My phone 
hasn't stopped ringing. I was just a wee 
boy when he was a successful road racer. 


seconds. He backed that up with recording 
the first lOOmph lap on the Mountain in 1976. 

The Willing-Hansford rivalry pushed both 
men to become world class riders, even 
though their international F750 outings by the 
mid-70s could be counted on one hand. And 
when they did, both excelled. Willing finished 
a tremendous fifth on debut in the 1975 
Daytona 200 against a field of a dozen factory 
bikes. Warren loved the gigantic Florida 
event; the buzz, the tri-oval and the big-bucks 
professionalism of US racing. Like Bathurst, 
he always rose to big occasions. 

In 1974, Willing and Hansford teamed 
up for the Castrol Six-Hour on an Adam & 
Sons Kawasaki H2, but were sensationally 
prevented from continuing on to possibly win 
after officials deemed their rear Dunlop too 
worn to safely complete the race. Outright 
victory in the six-hour would elude Willing. 

In their many battles, Warren finished ahead 
of Gregg more often than not. Not too many 
riders can lay claim to that, perhaps only Kenny 
Roberts and Kork Ballington. As pioneers 
of Aussies venturing to New Zealand in the 



TERRY WINDLE 

After a long battle with cancer Terry Windle 
passed away on September 22. 

Terry was a machinist by trade. He started 
racing solos in 1961 , with his first race being 
at Rhydymwyn in Wales. However, his solo 
career was short lived as he soon took up 
sidecar racing, a sport which proved to be his 
life from then on. 


This new-found passion led to him building 
his own chassis in his garage behind his 
house before he eventually had his own 
workshop in a little village called Thurgoland. 

From this humble beginning Terry created 
a career building sidecar chassis for many of 
the leading teams, which spanned over 40 
years. Terry eventually 'retired' in 2008, but 
he continued to build a few bikes, again in the 
garage behind his house. 



He was one of that generation of men we 
used to talk about when we were wee boys. 
He was a true gentleman. He was the sort to 
chastise you if you cursed in front of a lady. 
He was a lovely, lovely man." 

All at Classic Racer send sincere 
condolences to Ewan's family and friends. 


Japanese-bike era, it is a little known fact that 
Murray and Warren were the first Australian 
riders to race in Japan, at theTBC series at 
Sugo. Warren bested fast factory rider Hideo 
Kanaya over the two-leg format to claim the 
$4000 winner's cheque. Kanaya 's DNF in 
race two made it an Australian 1-2 on debut 
for Warren and Murray. 

It should be noted that among his 
rivals. Willing anecdotally recorded 
the least number of crashes of all. His 
entire approach to racing was based on 
exhaustive preparation and pinpoint riding. 
It was sadly ironic that Willing's career 
was brought to a shattering end in a tragic 
crash not of his making. 

He sustained terrible injuries to his leg 
that required 18 operations and a platform 
shoe to allow him to achieve balance when 
walking. Lying in hospital for six months 
Warren said he learned more about racing 
in that time than the previous decade. 

Warren's subsequent record as a world- 
championship winning technical director 
and crew chief is well-documented, the 
list of riders he worked with long and 
luminous. But it was his achievements as 
a racer that he deeply treasured. 

In 2007, Warren was diagnosed with an 
aggressive form of prostate cancer. After 
going into remission following treatment, 
he worked for MZ's and Ducati's race 
departments before the cancer returned in 
2013, spreading to his bones. Brave to the 
end, Warren fought his terrible disease all 
the way until he died on September 5. He 
is survived by wife Wendy and his 
daughter Nicole. 

Words: Darryl Flack 


Through his time as a chassis builder 
Terry racked up an incredible five world 
championship and countless national 
championships. He will be sadly missed by all 
the sidecar community. 

Pete Windle 

News of Terry's passing came in just as 
Classic Racer went to press. Everyone at 
the magazine sends sincere condolences to 
Terry's family and friends. Male 
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GUY MARTIN 

PORTRAIT OF A 
BIKE LEGEND 


Penned by regular Classic Racer contributor, 
Phil Wain, Guy Martin - Portrait of a bike 
legend gives something of an insight in to 
the complex character that is Guy Martin. 

With the benefit of having been Martin's 
PR officer from 2004 to 2010, Phil has 
the advantage of getting closer to the 
charismatic racer than most. 

The book also uses many previously 
unseen images and goes a long way 
to explaining why Martin's sometimes 
controversial career took the path that it did. 

Published by Carlton Books and priced at 
£14.99 Guy Martin - Portrait of a bike legend 
is on sale now from all good book shops, or 
contact Carlton direct on 
WWW. ca r Iton boo ks . CO . u k 
ISBN 978-1-78097-730-0 


BMW RS54 AND FAMILY 


Definitely one for the hard core BMW 
enthusiast, this dual language (German and 
English) BMW RS54 and family is obviously 
well researched and very nicely illustrated. 

Published by the author Lothar 
Mildebrath it is priced at €29 with postage 


costing €4 in Germany and €8 to all other 
countries. To order a copy or for more 
information go to 
www.bmw-veteranenclub.de or 
email l.mildebrath@gmx.de 
ISBN 978-3-00-042687-2 


' mwm , 


PRECISION ILLUSTRATIONS 


CHRIS CARTER AT LARGE 


'Absolutely brilliant' barely does justice to the long awaited 
memories crammed in to Chris Carter at Large. 

With more than 60 years of great memories, as a 
journalist, commentator and broadcaster, while mixing 
with the great (and not so great) and good of off road sport 
and road racing, Chris has some great stories to tell. Chris 
Carter at Large is co-written by Richard Skelton. 

Written in Chris's easy to read style it gives an honest, 
frank, sometimes tragic and often funny insight in to the 
world of motorcycle sport by someone that was actually 
there and, perhaps more importantly, respected by 
competitors at every level of the sport. 

Chris Carter at Large costs £16-99 ($29-95) and is 
published byVeloce. It can be ordered from all good 
bookshops or direct from Veloce at www.veloce.co.uk 
ISBN 978-1-845840-91-14 


RAGING LINE 


Covering one of the great periods in UK 
road racing, the Sixties, Racing Line - British 
motorcycle racing in the golden age of the big 
single, give a great snapshot of the period. 

With easy to read chapters covering some of 
the great moments of the era, through to the 
arrival of Yamaha, this is a good reference work. 

Author Bob Guntrip was smitten with 
motorcycle racing after seeing John Surtees 
race the MV at Silverstone, and despite this 
being his first motorcycle book he has written for 
motorcycle magazines in the UK and Australia 
before covering cricket, rugby and science. 

Racing Line - British motorcycle racing in the 
golden age of the big single costs £19.95 ($35) 
and is published byVeloce. It can be ordered from 
all good bookshops or direct from Veloce at 
www.veloce.co.uk. ISBN 978-1845847-93-7 


Mick Ofield's incredibly detailed classic 
race bike prints, which are 51 cm x 41 cm 
(20in X 16in) in size, would grace any race 
enthusiast's walls. 

The prints are available with white or 
beige backgrounds and feature legendary 
classic American, British, European and 
Japanese road race machinery. A new 
addition the extensive range series features 
four bikes from the same manufacturer. 

The ever expanding collection can 
viewed in albums at www.facebook.com/ 
RoadraceMotorcycles or e-mail ofieldTN® 
blomand.net for a complete list, to receive 
proofs and to place your order. 

The prints can be shipped world-wide. 





WAX ON. WAX ON. 






Style that you won't want to take off. 

The new standard in Urban Styled Motorcycle Wear, the Spada 
Statty has a classic heritage aesthetic with modern safety 
appointments - CE armour comes as standard. 
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CLASSIC RACER READERS WRITE 




MORE DUKE 
MEMORIES 


DUKE 

CORRECTION 


PRIDE OF YORKSHIRE 


Dear Male, 

Classic Racer \s always a great read but your 
issue 175 was first class. A brilliant article 
on my old school mate, Dave Potter, rightly 
titled Pride of Yorkshire, a really great example 
to any young person wanting to get into 
racing. His bike preparation was excellent; 

I remember a Norton Dommie with orange 
frame and white tank and seat, a real stunner. 

Also the excellent article on Hailwood's 
Hutch and the evergreen Ron Haslam. I was 
at Cadwell that day when on the Pharaoh 
Yamaha he showed everybody the way home, 
great day. Also his exploits on a VR 750 road 
bike at the Transatlantic races showing his 
absolute ability no matter what machine. 

Keep up the great standard Male, best bike 
mag of the lot. 

Rob Rank 
Via email 


Many thanks for your kind words Rob; we 
really enjoyed putting that issue together. 

Male 


^]ra^ 

rivals 


STAR LETTER 
★★PRIZE^^ 


UP FOR GRABS ^ 

★ ★ NEXT TIME ★ ★ ^ 




Two fantastic DVDs worth more 
than £30 - Classic TT 2015 Review 
and Joey, Ray & Rivals: A Little Bit 
Of Road Racing History 


Remember to keep sending in your letters, we want 
to hear your stories and find out what you think of the 
magazine. Each issue we'll pick a star letter, the writer of 
which will win a superb package courtesy of Duke Video! 


Dear Male, 

So sorry to hear of Geoff Duke's passing. I only saw him 
racing once, at Silverstone in April 1958, on a 350 Norton. 

I got a puncture in my rear wheel on the way there, and 
managed to get it repaired and get to Silverstone in time for 
the 350 race. 

I stood at the entrance to Woodcote, and saw him get 
a really bad start; he might even have been last away! The 
crowd around me groaned - not more bad luck for him - 
however he tore through the field and caught the leader. Bob 
McIntyre on another Norton, and cleared off to win! 

A lot of the crowd around me ran onto the circuit, cheering, 
as he came round again with the laurel wreath around his 
neck. I was privileged to have seen that performance, and 
wish his family well in this moment of grief. 

John Archer - ex Wymondham Dragons member 
Via email 


Dear Male, 

I have just read the article on the Iron 
Duke in the latest issue of Classic 
Racer. Unfortunately, Bruce Cox has 
perpetuated one of the myths of 
racing in the Golden Era, by repeating 
the tale that Bob McIntyre replaced 
Duke in the Gilera team after the 
latter's crash at Imola early in 1957. 

I suspect that the great Vic 
Willoughby was the originator of 
this tale which now seems to be 
accepted without any question. 

I have never understood why Vic 
peddled this story; he was there 
at the time as a journalist and a 
moment's thought would have 


revealed his error - so unlike him. 

The truth, as any Gilera fan will 
know, is that McIntyre was signed 
to replace Armstrong and Monneret, 
who had retired at the end of the 
1956 season and indeed McIntyre 
lined up in the Gilera team at the 
Imola international meeting in which 
Duke was injured. McIntyre also rode 
the Arcore factory's multis in the 
German GP at Hockenheim, before 
theTT. Duke's replacement in the 
squad was Bob Brown. 

Keep up the good work. 

Raymond Ainscoe 
Via email 
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GREAT MEMORIES 

Dear Male, 

I'm just reading my latest Classic Racer 
whilst eating a sandwich for lunch. I am still 
working at least three days per week despite 
approaching my 79th birthday. 

Reading the Southern 100 report and my 
old mate Ted Fenwick's achievements, maybe 
I should consider making a comeback? That 
will be after the knee replacements - the right 
one scheduled for late October and the other 
sometime next year. 

I am a little bemused by your comment in 
your Welcome column where you state that 
you visited the Southern 100 to help celebrate 
its golden (50th) anniversary. On that basis the 
first one was 1965 but I made my only visit in 
1961 and it was a few years old then. I am a 
little confused or have I missed something? 


Finally, some while ago I contacted you 
regarding the whereabouts of my old Ducati. 
Any chance for the next one? I ask because 
I would like to trace it before Christmas. 

The reason is that my younger son and his 
family live in France and are coming over for 
Christmas and New Year and I would like to be 
able, subject to where it is now, to take him 
and our eldest to see it. 

Neither of them saw me race and there 
appears to be no film or video available that 
shows me, despite the fact that the 1963 
250cc race at the Scarborough International 
featured on ABC TV Saturday sport, as was the 
Gold Cup race won by Read on the Duke Gilera. 

I have contacted Duke Marketing and various 
other sources. For my performance that day, 
which was poorly reported, last to second 
and almost winning, my photo was big on the 
front page of MCN the following Wednesday. 


That was on an Aermacchi though; I lapped the 
Ducati with someone else on board. 

We struggled to sell the Ducati for £220 
despite all the money that had been spent on 
it, which totalled £1000 for the bike, and the 
gearbox and head conversion. 

Earlier this year I was web browsing and 
came across a restored Ducati 175F3 (ours 
was in its original form) which had sold at 
auction in the States for £87,000, I couldn't 
believe it. 

Brian Clark 
Via email 

Attributing the wrong anniversary to the 
Southern 100 in nny Welcome was my silly 
mistake Brian, sorry It's a real long shot but there 
must be people out there who can remember 
Brian's successful race career and hopefully 
throw some light on the little Ducati. Male 


GARY HOCKING 

Dear Male, 

Being very much a Gary Hocking 
fan I must agree with Peter Horry 
(readers write Issue 175), that Gary 
in his day was as good as any other 
factory rider and could win on any 
bike, as he proved! 

In 1959, when he rode a private 
Norton, he split the two works MV 
Agusta riders in two races. From 
memory these races counted 
towards the World Championships. 
The riders were John Surtees and 
John Hartle. A headline in the press 
towards the end of the 1959 racing 
season was 'If we can't beat 'em we 
buy 'em ! ' which is exactly what MV 
did and gave Gary a contract for 1960 
to race for them. 

Gary was 350 and 500 double 
World Champion in 1961 riding for 
MV Agusta. I had great admiration 
for Gary Hocking and regret that 
he lost his life in a motor car racing 
accident in South Africa. 

His funeral was held in Wales 
where he was born. 

Len Ireland 
Northern Ireland 

You and Peter Horry are not the 
only Gary Hocking fans out there 
Len, he was the subject of several 
conversations while I was over at the 
Classic TT And yes, we will have a 
feature on Gary as soon as we can fit 
one in. Male 


GENTLEMAN 

HUGH 

Dear Male, 

Because of my age I only started 
riding motorcycles and attending 
race meetings in the early 1970s. 

My knowledge of the earlier 
period bikes and stars has 
improved by subscribing to 
Classic Racer and through the 
regular paddock gossip columns 
that commends newly published 
books to read. In Canada it is 
difficult to obtain information 
about newly released motorcycle 
books. 

In 2011 , whilst on holiday in 
New Zealand, I had the pleasure 
of meeting Hugh Anderson at 
a historic race meeting at the 
Hampton Downs race track. At 
that point, I knew nothing of the 
championships Hugh had won in 
the 1960s, but he was kind and 
considerate and spent time with 
me between his races to talk 
about his racing exploits and life. 
What an interesting gentleman. 

I'm really looking forward to 
obtaining a copy Hugh Anderson's 
book. Being There, and learning 
more about him and that period in 
racing history. 

John Martin 
Canada 
Via email 

It is a great read John and very 
well written; I'm sure you will 
enjoy it as much as I have. Male 


GEOFF DUKE TRIBUTE 


Dear Male, 

Congratulations on the fine tribute to Geoff Duke, a 
wonderful, versatile motorcyclist. 

I first met him briefly in my early days at the BSA 
factory when he had just left to join the Norton 
factory. We both had the same digs in Charles Road, 
Small Heath in Birmingham. I'm sure he would have 
remembered the landlady Mrs P who had great 
admiration for him as a person. 

I went into the kitchen one evening, made a jocular 
comment and got a hefty clip round the ear. "Mrs 
P how long has that taken you?" I asked. She was 
ironing her bra which dangled over both ends of the 
kitchen table. She was a big lady! Such were those 
happy, early motorcycling postwar days. Geoff 
laughed at that. 

There is no doubt that Geoff's contribution to Norton's 
success and their sales was immense. There was no 
sales team. So sad that he wasn't more greatly honoured 
by the Norton management, managing director Gilbert 
Smith in particular. His achievements on the early Rex 
McCandless Featherbed framed racers kept Norton in 
front when their engines were down on power compared 
to other makes. 

Joe Craig, technical and race director made the 
remark that it was impossible to go down Bray Hill 
without a 21 in front wheel. Geoff and Rex McCandless 
disproved that in no uncertain way. John Surtees 
too wasn't treated too well in his early so successful 
Norton days. 

Neither was I when, having won a sidecar World 
Championship as an employee, my request for a rise 
of £1 a week was rebuffed with; "What do you need a 
raise for, you're not even married?" That's when I said 
my goodbyes to the factory! 

Stan Dibben 
Via email 
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SUPERSTITIOUS NUMBER 


Dear Male, 

On seven photos out of 10, Silvio Most probably Grassetti had asked 

Grassetti, in the feature in issue 174, for it. Perhaps your author Jeffery Zani 

is shown with the number 23. This is could find out about this? Italians are 

considered an Italian unlucky number, usually very superstitious, 
together with 21 and 17, comparable to Dr Josef Maier 
our 13 or the Japanese 4 (shi = death). Via email 
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Boyer Bra 


Tel 01622 730939 

Boyer-Bransden 
Electronics Ltd 
Frindsbury House, 

Cox Street, Detling, 
Maidstone, 

Kent ME14 3HE 

Fax: 01622 730930 

www.BoyerBransden.com 
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Electronic Ignitions For 
Motorcycies and Cars, 
Road & Racing From 
Boyer Bransden 

Whether you’re totally committed 
to winning, or simply go racing for 
fun, you’ll want your race bike to 
perform as well as possible. 
At Boyer Bransden we specialise 
in one thing, ignition systems. 
With over 40 years unbroken 
manufacturing experience we 
can provide the perfect set up for 
your classic race bike. The latest 
addition to our range of 
outstanding systems is the 
Micro Power, incorporating 
programmed advance and 
retard and running high power, 
miniature, resin encapsulated 
coils. One ignition unit can run 
several coils if required; for multi- 
cylinder engines with twin spark 
heads. 
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AU-OY MOTORCYCLE FUEL TANKS 
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Aluminium Petrol Tanks all hand 
made in our small workshop in 
VVesA/Vales using traditional 
methods. Hand formed, gas welded 
and polished to a mirror finish. 

Hand crafted tanks individually 
made for Norton, Triumph, Honda, 
Ducati, Moto Guzzi and many more. 

Motorcycle racer/cafe racer seats 
including Norton, Guzzi, Triumph ^ 
Thruxton and many more 
- please contact us with your i - 
requirements. 


Please visit www.tabclassics.com 

or email Richard: tabfueltanks@yahoo.co.uk or Telephone (+44) 01 974 821469 
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CLASSIC RACER PEOPLE 






Words: Bruce Cox 

Photographs: Eddie Dow Collection and Mortons Archive 


This feature is based on an 
interview conducted with Eddie 
Dow by Bruce Cox as part of the 
docunnentary progrannnne on BSA 
in the 'Best of British' TV series 
Bruce produced for the Discovery 
Channel. It is illustrated with 
photographs fronn Eddie's own 
collection and Mortons Archive. 


B ack in the Sixties, Eddie Dow, was 
known worldwide as 'Mr Gold Star.' 
From his motorcycle dealership in the 
north Oxfordshire town of Banbury 
he offered a mail order service that kept the local 
Post Office busy on a daily basis shipping out 
parts around the globe that improved either the 
performance or the visual appeal of the famous 
BSA 350 and 500cc B32 and B34 'Clubman 
Racers'. It was quite an achievement considering 
the 'Goldies' were already among the fastest, 
best-looking and most-admired sports bikes of 
their day. 

Not only that, in addition to his 
enhancements of the big singles it was Eddie 
Dow's vision that led to the creation of another 
classic British bike icon from BSAs Birmingham 
factory - the 650cc Rocket Gold Star twin. 

Even so, Eddie didn't earn his 'Mr Gold 
Star' name by being just a clever marketing 
man. In the Fifties it was not uncommon for 
riders to compete in various disciplines of 
motorcycling competition and excel at them 
all. And Eddie Dow was one of the very best. 
He won the 1955 Clubman's TT in the Isle of 
Man and co-piloted theThruxton Nine Hours 
Race winner just a month or so later. Added 
to that were three ISDT Gold Medals and First 
Class Awards in the Scottish Six Days Trial, 
always riding his beloved BSA Gold Stars, 
whether on the road or off. These successes 
marked him as one of literally only a handful 
of great all-rounders who earned their stripes 
with victories or top-rated performances in 
both on-road and off-road events. 
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CLASSIC RACER PEOPLE 


ALL-ROUNDERS ALL 


One of the earliest of these versatile riders 
was Gloucestershire farmer Johnny Draper 
who, in 1955, was crowned European 
Motocross Champion - which in those days 
equated to being the best motocross rider 
in the world. Five years earlier he had won 
the 500cc race in the Motocross des Nations 
team event in Sweden, leading home the 
group of riders that secured Britain's first 
victory in those 'Motocross Olympics'. 

In addition he rode on the British team in 
the enduro-style International Six Days Trial 
and was one of the very best at the 'feet up' 
game of 'observed trials'. In fact, in May 1951 
Johnny won the most famous such event on 
the calendar, the Scottish Six Days Trial. 

Four weeks later he was on the Isle of 
Man to contest the Clubman's TT on the 
Mountain Circuit, having ridden in just one 
previous minor road race in order to qualify. 

Fie finished third in both races, riding a Norton 
International in the 350cc class and a Triumph 
Tiger 100 in the 500. And on the weekend 
that he returned from the Island he rode 
Gold Stars in the Cotswold Grand National 
scramble and won both the 350cc and 500cc 
races! 

After becoming Britain's first European 
Motocross Champion in 1955, Johnny 
finished second in the following year's series 
to another British rider who is very much on 
our list of great all-rounders - Les Archer. 

The Aldershot ace was the son of Les Archer 
Snr, one of the most famous racers at the old 
Brooklands track, and proved that he too was 
as good at speeding as he was at scrambling. 



In 1947, Les Jnr journeyed to the Isle of 
Man with his dad and finished second on a 
Velocette in the 250cc Clubman's TT. Les Snr, 
incidentally, finished fourth in the main 250cc 
TT event on a New Imperial. 

Back on the mainland, Les Jnr competed 
in many short circuit road races with great 
success before turning to scrambling 
full-time. One of his most satisfying road race 
wins was when he won the 1948 Flutchinson 
100 race at Silverstone, the same race that his 


father had won at Brooklands back in 1932. 

Still counting our list of the greatest British 
all-rounders on the fingers of one hand, we 
come to another Cotswold farmer - Ron 
Langston. Fie had the distinction of being as 
great on three wheels as he was on two! 

From 1956 Ron rode solo Ariels in national 
and international trials and scrambles events 
including the ISDT (winning a gold medal) and 
the Motocross des Nations. In 1959, he tried 
his hand at road racing, making a sensational 
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debut at the Manx Grand Prix by finishing 
second in the 350cc race on a Manx Norton, 
and the next year he won theThruxton 
500-Mile endurance race, teamed with Don 
Chapman on a 650cc AJS Sports Twin. Two 
years later he was contesting 500cc World 
Championship events on a G50 Matchless, 
finishing fourth in the 1961 Belgian 500cc GP 
and fifth in the Isle of Man SeniorTT 

To get fit for that 1961 season in the 
preceding winter months, Ron purchased 
a 500cc scrambler from Ariel and fitted a 
sidecar to it for trials use. By the time they 
retired from active competition in 1968, he 
and passenger Doug Cooper had won five 
British SidecarTrials Championships during 
that eight-year period. 

Wonderfully, Doug even passengered the 
familiar Ariel outfit to his funeral when he died 
of cancer at the age of 78 in 2012. At Doug's 
request Ron rode the Ariel to the village church 
at Ebrington in Gloucestershire with his old 
riding partner's coffin mounted on the sidecar 
that he had occupied so successfully in life. 

And finally, you can't talk about all-round 
motorcycle aces without mentioning Sammy 
Miller - the world's most successful trials 
rider with over 1300 victories to his credit, 
leading to 11 British Championships and two 
European Championships in the days when 
to win either title marked the rider as the best 
trials rider in the world. 

On top of that he won nine ISDT Gold 
Medals and was a road racer so talented that 
he was signed to ride for the Mondial factory 
when it built the most successful machines 
in World 250cc Championship racing. On the 
Italian machines he finished third in the 1957 
World Championship and during his road 
racing career he was also a three-time winner 
of the North West 200 in his native Ulster. 

Sammy Miller, Les Archer, Ron Langston, 
John Draper and "Mr Gold Star' Eddie Dow 
were truly a handful of all-round motorcycling 
greats and how Eddie became a member 
of that illustrious quintet is an unusual and 
interesting story. 


EDDIE’S STORY 

Brought up in Derbyshire, not far from the 
Donington Park circuit during its 
pre-World War II heyday, Eddie spent his 
early teenage years hanging around the 
pits at the track, making himself useful to 
both car and motorcycle competitors, just 
as a way of getting involved in motorsport. 

When war broke out he was already an 
engineering apprentice in the nearby 
Rolls Royce aircraft engine factory and 
in 1944 he became one of the first such 
apprentices to work on the then new and 
extremely secret jet engines. back through the system and into the tank 

As well as working at RR during the for re-circulation, 

war years he also 'did his bit' in the Home Les was stopped by the trail 
Guard and so began his riding career as a contemplating his problem when veteran 
motorcycle messenger, including taking expert ISDT rider and AJS/Matchless 
the opportunity to ride in Army trials on team leader Hugh Viney stopped to aid his 
what he remembers as a 'tatty' 350cc compatriot and asked: "Did you take your 

Triumph Tiger 80. oil tank filter out, Les?" 

Then, in June 1945, he was called-up Once the mistake was realised it was 

into the Army proper and drafted into soon rectified and Archer got to the end of 

the Royal Corps of Signals. This led to the day right back on time. Unfortunately, 

a commission as a young officer in the he had been late at a control while dealing 

Royal Army Service Corps where a fellow with the problem and his chance of an 

Second Lieutenant in his company was ISDT Gold was gone, 

a certain Roger Moore - yes, that Roger Two of the Army team riders did 

Moore - "the name's Bond, James Bond! " get Gold medals for unpenalised 
Next for Eddie was a posting to Trieste performances, however, and one of those 

in Italy, where he remained for some was Lt WE Dow, along with Staff Sergeant 

three years - a move that actually had a Ernie Arnott, who got his third 'Gold' 
large effect on his eventual motorcycling in succession. The Army team finished 

career. This was because in 1951 the fourth in club team points and the exercise 

Army decided to enter a Club Team in the was judged worthwhile, so much so that 
International Six Days Trial and asked for the Army squad was back for the 1952 

volunteers with motorcycle experience. event that was to be run in Austria. This 

Eddie Dow was first in line as he had time their machines were very special 

been riding in scrambles since being ones BSA had prepared for the event, 

posted back to Colchester in England, The factory was using the ISDT as part 

but his Commanding Officer was loth to of extended testing for a new Gold Star 

let him go for the length of time needed model planned for public introduction in 

for the selection process and pre-event 1953. This was to be the first BB Gold Star 

training, as by then he had risen to the model, with a new die-cast cylinder barrel 

rank of full Lieutenant. and head, plus a new duplex tube frame 

That, however, was the year that the featuring pivoting fork rear suspension, 

trial was to be run around San Remo in "They steered like a dream," 

Northern Italy - so Eddie persuaded the remembered Eddie, "even though they 
powers-that-be that his long stint in that had quite a steep steering head angle that 

country, plus his acquired fluency in the was later lessened by a couple of degrees 

language, would make him the ideal man on the production bikes, 
to be on the team and help organise He continued: "The event itself was 

the project while in Italy. This, in fact, somewhat on the miserable side with 

was what happened and Lt Dow helped plenty of rain and mist in the mountains 

assemble a team of proficient motorcycle but the bikes went well and I got a Gold 

riders that actually included one of our Medal again, as did a couple of other 

aforementioned 'all-round greats' - 2nd Lt riders on the team." 

Les Archer! As the following season got underway. 

The team used plunger-sprung BSA ZB Eddie - having now risen to the rank of 

Gold Stars provided by the factory and Captain - led an Army team entered for 

the riders were advised by Bert Perrigo, the Scottish Six Days - the ultimate in 

the head of the competition department, observed trials - and gained one of the 

that they should take the seemingly coveted First Class awards - still Gold Star 

unusual step of removing the fabric filters mounted, of course, 
from the oil tanks. This was because Over the previous winter, however, 

those components were likely to clog up Eddie's mind had turned to faster 

completely with ingested dust due to the competition. He had always enjoyed 

nature of the dry terrain. storming the roads of the mountain 

Unfortunately, 2nd Lt Archer didn't do passes in the ISDTs that had been held 
as recommended and his bike stopped in the Italian and Austrian Alps, so he felt 

part way through the event because the ready to tackle another famous Mountain 

crankcase had filled with oil that, because - one by the name of Snaefell in the Isle 

of the clogged filter, could not find its way of Man! 
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ISLE OF MAN BOUND 


Eddie had purchased a Clubman's Gold Star 
for his own use and soon after the Scottish 
Six Days, he headed for the Island to begin 
practice for the 1953 500cc Senior Clubman's 
TT 

Up to that point, the 500cc Gold Stars had 
been overshadowed in the Senior Clubman's 
by theTriumph Tiger 100s and International 
Nortons, even though the 350cc version had 
been winning in the Junior class since the 
1949 event. 

Imagine the surprise when the name 
of Cpt WE Dow, riding a 500cc Gold Star, 
appeared on the leaderboard of the early 
practice session for the Senior race. Although a 
complete novice at road racing, Eddie actually 
topped the times in the third practice session 
with a lap of the 37%-mile Mountain Circuit at 
81.1 mph - the fastest Senior Clubman's class 
lap of the whole of practice week! 

In the race, he finished the first lap in third 
place behind the Norton-mounted favourites. 


Bob Keeler and Eddie Crooks. Then, on the 
second lap, both he and Keeler broke Geoff 
Duke's four-year-old lap record with times of 
26m 48s and 26m 51 s respectively and Eddie 
went into second place. No BSA had ever 
lapped the Island so quickly, but it was too 
good to last. 

"I overdid it in a big way in one of the 
worst possible places," Eddie recalled ruefully. 
"It was at Laurel Bank, with a rock face on 
one side of the road and a stone wall on the 
other. As a result I was hospitalised for three 
months with nine different fractures and a 
collapsed lung." 

Evidence of his quite phenomenal race 
pace for a BSA rider came from the fact that, 
once Eddie was out, the next fastest Gold 
Star came home in 17th place. There was one 
positive factor to take from it all, however, 
in that Eddie's speed proved to BSA that the 
500cc Gold Star did have the potential to be a 
race winner like its smaller 350cc brother. 


Roland Pike was delegated to work on the 
engine's development and came up with the 
CB model, the first to feature the now iconic 
Gold Star engine look with big square finning 
on the cylinder barrel and head. 

The new CB motor, in both 350 and 500cc 
form, also featured a shorter connecting rod 
and the oval flywheels that were then needed 
to clear the piston skirt. To reduce the weight 
of the valve gear there was a new eccentric 
adjustment for the tappets and the valves 
themselves were made of lighter and more 
heat-resistant nimonic steel. Finally, both 
bikes had their AmaITT carburettors replaced 
with that company's new GP component. 

Horsepower figures for the CB engines 
went up by some three or four bhp - to 30 for 
the 350 and 37 for the 500 - while usable rpm 
went up from 6400 to 6800 for the smaller 
motor and 6600 for the bigger one. 

By comparison, Eddie Dow's 1953 BB 
engine had put out 33bhp - and Pike reckoned 
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no one had ever lapped the Island so fast on 
so little horsepower! 


The result of all this development was a 
double in the Clubman's TT classes for 1954. 
Alastair King won the Senior and Peter Palmer 
the Junior. Eddie was back but finished down 
in 10th place. 

"People figured I was put off by my crash 
the previous year," said Eddie, "but that 
wasn't the case. Whereas my 1953 bike had 
been a flier, the new one didn't want to go" 

Things improved when the ISDT came 
around again later in the year and Eddie was 
asked to put together Army teams for the 
event in mid-Wales around Llandrindod Wells. 
Living in nearby Army barracks, the teams 
put in eight weeks of local riding and were 
rewarded with third and fourth places in the 
club team's competition. Individual riders took 
eight Gold Medals - with Eddie getting his 
third in four years (having missed the 1953 Six 
Days due to hisTT injuries). 


THE ULTIMATE GOLDIE 


In 1955 BSA came out with the ultimate 
Gold Star - the DB series. Its engine saw a 
change back to completely circular flywheels 
that were easier to balance properly. This 
was possible because it had been proven 
that the piston skirt could be shortened to 
achieve the necessary flywheel clearance at 
bottom-dead-centre of the engine's stroke 
without compromising piston strength. Other 
modifications were a larger inlet valve and 
bigger Amal GP carburettor to match. 

Eddie Dow was one of the first customers 
for the new model and it was delivered in 
time for him to give it a pre-TT shakedown 
in a Silverstone production race. Despite 
problems kick-starting the big single, he 
finished second and things looked good for 
the Island. 

"The race that year had been switched 
to the shorter Clypse course," remembered 
Eddie, "though I would have preferred 
another crack at the full Mountain circuit. But 
it was what it was and I set out to learn the 
short but tricky circuit. It was around 10 miles 
long so I decided that to be as precise as 
possible was the way to approach the race. 

"It turned out to be the right approach and 
I moved into the lead on lap three, passing 
a couple ofTriumph riders. From that point 
on it was just a matter of maintaining full 
concentration for the rest of the race. For the 


last six laps my times varied by less than a 
second and it turned out to be just a fast ride 
to the finish rather than a race." 

With his Gold Star spinning to 7000rpm 
and timed at llOmph, Eddie was well 
in control of the situation and won at a 
comfortable 70.3mph average. In fact, the 
bike was running so well and revving so freely 
that several times each lap he had to ease 
back the throttle to avoid pushing the 
rev-counter needle past the redline. 

The bike finished in perfect condition, so 
much so that it was entered for theThruxton 
Nine Hours endurance race a few weeks 
later, where Eddie would share it with Eddie 
Crooks. Nothing was done to the bike apart 
from a check-over and minor adjustments to 
brakes and chains. Both the primary and rear 
chains were the same components that had 
completed the Clubman's TT. . . as were both 
front and rear tyres! 

In an amazing display of Gold Star reliability 
combined with fast and consistent riding, the 
bike ran faultlessly through the nine hours 
around the Hampshire airfield circuit and the 
two Eddies won comfortably at an average 
speed of 67.86mph. 

TheTT andThruxton double was obviously 
the high point of Eddie's road racing career 
and the 1955 competition season was his last 
intensive one. 
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DOWN TO BUSINESS 


In 1956 he left the Army with a £1000 gratuity 
as a 'demob' present and embarked upon 
his business career. He put the money into 
his Banbury motorcycle dealership, at first 
going into partnership with AR Taylor, who 
had another dealership in the neighbouring 
town of Shipston-on-Stour, just across the 
Warwickshire border. ArthurTaylor was 
another keen racing enthusiast, especially 
for the Velocette brand, and supported many 
local riders, including one of Britain's earliest 
World Champions, Cecil Sandford, who later 
became his son-in-law. Eddie was later to 
acquire Arthur's share of the business in an 
amicable buy-out. 

But back in 1956, Taylor Dow was the name 
on the new Banbury store. It was opened 
by no less a star than Geoff Duke and as a 
15-year-old schoolboy I was there to see my 
hero cut the ribbon across the front door. Also 
prominent in my memory from that day was 
the unique Velocette 'Roarer' supercharged 
twin that Arthur had borrowed from the 
factory for the occasion and the first Gilera 
racer I had ever seen, albeit a Saturno single 
rather than one of Geoff's legendary fours. 

It was definitely a day to remember for a 
motorcycle-mad teenager! 

Within a very short time of that memorable 
day, the Taylor Dow dealership was by far the 
world's leading supplier of Gold Stars and sold 
no less than 49 of them in 1959 alone! Eddie 
was well on his way to becoming 'Mr Gold 
Star' and there is no doubt that a major reason 
for this was his devotion to the marque while 
establishing his reputation as one of the best 
all-rounders in British motorcycle sport. 

A couple of years later he again proved 
what an asset he was to the BSA brand by 
coming up with the concept for another of 
BSAs most famous and genuinely iconic 
sports machines -the Rocket Gold Star. This 
came about after some of the riders who 


purchased Gold Stars from Eddie for road 
rather than racing use had become frustrated 
with being unable to get to grips with the 
technique needed to kick-start the big singles 
and with having to slip the clutch to cope with 
using the ultra-high first gear (good for almost 
60mph on the 500!). 

These riders happily traded their Goldies 
back in for BSAs equally fast and much more 
tractable 650cc Road Rocket and Super Rocket 
twins, although they did admittedly miss the 
racy look of the Clubman's Gold Star with its 
clip-on handlebars and rear-set footrests. 

Eddie was a smart marketing man and it 
didn't take him long to realise that there was 
an opportunity to make some money from 
this situation. So he had his faithful service 
manager, John Gleed, go through the BSA 
parts lists and assemble the part numbers of 
all of the many individual components needed 
to assemble a Clubman's Gold Star with a 
Road Rocket twin motor in place of the single 
cylinder unit. 

He placed an order with BSA for the parts 
and in 1960 he assembled the first Rocket 
Gold Star. At the time, the BSA management 
showed only a polite, passing interest in the 
project but a year later they jumped on what 
proved to be a most profitable bandwagon and 
put the RGS into production until 1963 when 
it was replaced by the unit construction A65 
Lightning. 

Nowadays many pedantic people make 
much of the fact that any true Rocket Gold 
Star has to have the correct factory engine 
and chassis numbers. But there are many 
more who claim that the original Eddie 
Dow machines are even more important in 
the grand scheme of things. There are even 
others who say there is no such thing as a 
'replica RGS' and that any Gold Star with a 
Rocket engine is worthy of being regarded 
as a Rocket Gold Star. 



In fact, there are many enthusiasts who 
would rather have one of the Eddie Dow 
originals than the factory models. However, 
there is no doubt that such things as the 
correct engine and frame numbers do have 
an effect on value. So be warned if you are 
in the market for an RGS and are offered an 
'Eddie Dow Rocket Gold Star', if it doesn't 
have an original registration document from 
Oxfordshire, then it's not one of Eddie's 
original creations. 

Speaking on the subject recently, John 
Gleed confirmed that the shop built a 
dozen of them and all were registered in 
Oxfordshire with that county's BW or UD 
suffix to the letters on the registration plate. 

If you are lucky enough to own one of 
this desirable dozen then be aware it is 
perhaps at least intrinsically more valuable 
than a later factory-built bike, as it gives 
you a direct connection to one of the most 
clever, charismatic and competent all- 
round motorcycle competition riders of the 
Fifties... none other than 'Mr Gold Star' 
himself - Captain Eddie Dow. 
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Unlike nnany of today's stars, Doug Polen was a late starter, but he went on to beconne an AMA Superbike 
Champion, a two-time World Endurance Champion and a two-time World Super Bike Champion. His 1991 World 
Super Bike title remains the most dominant performance in the history of the series. Norm DeWitt tells his story. 


Words: Norm DeWitt Photographs: Norm DeWitt, HRC, Ducati and MarkWernham Collection - part of Mortons Archive. 


B orn in 1960, Doug Rolen's first 

exposure to motorcycling was on 
his father's elderly Yamaha 80, as 
Doug explains: "In 1963 my Dad 
got a Yamaha YG80 and rode us on it when 
we were kids. He wasn't going to let me ride 
it until I could hold it up on my own. It took 
me until a month before I turned 13, when I 
could ride that motorcycle. I burned a line riding 
around our yard in New York. Doug was another 
of the successful Americans who learned to 
ride on the dirt. "You get to understand what 
a motorcycle does. You learn those things a lot 
easier when the thing moves around a lot. 

"The dealership where I'd worked as a 
mechanic since I was about 15 years old, 
Denton Suzuki, changed hands. The new 
owner was Danny Spencer, Freddie's older 
brother. That was how I got introduced to road 


racing, they took me out on some demo bikes 
to watch a road race where DFW airport is 
now, and that was really cool. 

"I thought 'I can do that stuff, I can beat 
half those guys.' I built my GS550 Suzuki; 
it was a really cool deal, my first race bike. 

I raced it in 1977 for the first time at Oak 
Hill Raceway, had problems and finished 
dead last. So, I bought a 1976 model RD400 
Yamaha out of the Freddie Spencer stable that 
his Dad Fred Snr had built for him. I rode it in 
seven classes, seven races in a weekend and 
at one club race I won all seven." 

Being in the Spencer circle of influence 
had its benefits. "Freddie was the up and 
coming man. One of Freddie's superbikes 
he rode at Daytona in 1979 came right out of 
our dealership. It was nice to be tied in to the 
dealership and watch all that happen." 


By 1982 Freddie Spencer was off to Grand 
Prix. Back in Austin at the Aqua Festival road 
races that year Doug had a bad crash. It was a 
Texas version of racing on the roads, as Doug 
explains: "They closed a park area, closed 
off the road and set up a course using part 
of a parking lot. It had one of those turning 
concrete medians in the middle of the road. 

"We got tangled up and one of those guys 
was a rider named Kevin Schwantz. Running 
his uncle's converted dirt tracker he got 
tied up with the rider next to me, who then 
fired off into me and put me into the centre 
median. 

"That was enough of going for the three 
dollar trophy. I was fast as a rider but didn't 
have any money to race outside of Texas and 
get that image into the public's eye, but in 
1986 it all came back into play." 


FIRST BREAK 


The introduction of the new GSXR 750 came 
at the end of 1985 and there was a GSXR 
National Cup series that paid substantial 
contingency money. "There was good money 
and that was a reason that I did it," confirms 
Doug. "All the money I won in 1986 paid for 
my racing. It was going to get me exposure 
and then I could garner my ultimate wages 
down the line when the sponsorships came 
into play." 

Scott Russell was also coming onto the 
scene. Dog again: "I really showed Scott 


and he followed my pattern. He was a kid 
out of Atlanta getting into the racing scene. 
There was no rivalry between us; it was 
the opposite of that. Down the line it was 
Kawasaki against Ducati... a racing rivalry. It 
was good for his image and I wanted to win 
no matter who it was, where Scott wanted to 
win because it was me. I think then he came 
around to my mindset where he wanted to 
win... no matter who it was." Scott Russell 
confirms: "Doug was the guy to beat, for 
sure. Everybody wanted to beat him; nobody 


else had dominated like that. I didn't beat him 
until 1988." 

Kosar entered the scene in 1987 with 
the GSXR 750 Suzuki Superbike. Doug got 
fourth in Superbike points with two podiums. 
"Richard Kosar had some funding from his 
family. In the 600 Supersport class, I was 
sponsored from Honda. They brought in a 
dozen new Hurricanes and I got one of their 
bikes." Doug almost swept the entire series, 
winning all but one race, claiming his first 
AMA Championship. 
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Sharing the rostrum at San Merino in 1991, a 
victorious DougPoJen gets the champag'ne open 
first ahead of Robbie Phillis, Kawasaki, and fejiow 
-Ducati rider DavideTardozzi. . * 




YOSHIMURA RIDE 


For the following season Doug signed with 
Yoshimura to ride the factory Suzukis in 
Superbike, 600 Supersport, and the new 750 
Supersport class. Fujio Yoshimura explains: 
"He was a champion for the Suzuki Cup. 

I was in Japan at the time and he talked 
to Don Sakakura and Nabe and signed the 
contract for Superbike. Definitely he had the 
talent. He had lots of mechanical knowledge 
of the motorcycle, he knew what was 
happening at the racing level and could figure 
things out." 

Doug continues: "Wantanabe (Nabe) ran 
the show at Yoshimura, and he knew what 
I was riding in 1987, I was riding with CV 
carburettors and they had factory 40mm 
roller sliding carbs. I used basically the same 
bike as Kevin's from 1987, in 1988. The first 


time on that thing, I did well (second at 
Daytona to Kevin, who had the new model). 

I finished second for the season as well, that 
was good." 

It was a strong debut for Doug with 
the team and a good send-off for Kevin to 
500cc Grand Prix. In 1988, Doug won with 
the Superbike at Loudon, Road America, 
and Sears Point, and only missed the AMA 
Superbike title by four points to Bubba 
Shobert on the factory Honda. Third in 
Superbike was Doug Chandler. 

Doug also defended his 600 Supersport 
title on the Suzuki. "It was a Katana, a 
Yoshimura Katana. It wasn't very competitive, 
but doing the K591 development Dunlops for 
it all added up to me being able to win the 
title with it." 


Doug also won the new 750 Supersport 
class title by three points over Scott Russell, 
having won five of the nine races including 
Daytona. Doug had come very close to 
sweeping the three Championships in AMA 
road racing, but then he was off to Japan 
for 1989. 

Doug explains: "It was Fujio Yoshimura, 
they were having issues with their Japanese 
results. So, I signed off on my AMA licence 
and transferred my nationality over to Japan. 
The game plan was to win championships 
for two years and get Yoshimura Japan back 
on the map again. It was the first time that 
any racer had won two class championships 
in the same year in Japan (FI 750cc and F3 
400cc titles). And then on top of that, it was a 
foreign rider that did that." 
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FIRST WSB WIN 


There was a one-off race at Sugo on the 
factory Suzuki World Superbike, and that 
race put Doug on the international stage. 

"I qualified on pole, we had top level stuff. 

I won the first race because we had quality 
rain tyres from Michelin, and Fujio did a lot of 
work on the Superbike setup. He spent a lot 
of time with the dyno at the shop in Japan. 

The second race was combination wet and 
dry, and I was back and forth between third 
or fourth and saw the performance of the 
Ducatis. Doing one fast lap in qualifying with 
special tyres. I've got that covered. But for the 
race, they were on Michelins as well, and the 
Ducati was a really good motorcycle. In the 
end it was Falappa in third, me in fourth." It 
left a big impression and it wasn't long before 
Doug and Ducati would be forever linked. 

Yoshimura had an entire year to develop a 
bike for that World Superbike round as Fujio 
confirms: "Suzuki produced a limited version 
of the GSXR 750 for the World Super Bike 
series with 40mm CV carburettors. We knew 


World Superbike was coming to Sugo and we 
had to use the CV carburettor." 

Surprisingly, it wasn't Doug's first 
experience with World Super Bike. "We 
were doing the Match Race series over in 
England in 1988, the first ever round of the 
World Super Bike Series was also there at 
Donington. I had qualified on pole but then 
we found we weren't legal, so we withdrew. 
We didn't have the right carburettors; we had 
ones that made 20 bhp more than the CV 
carbs. But, up until then, we were actually 
qualified first." The following year was looking 
to be more of the same, but for misfortune in 


testing. "There was something that delayed 
that happening a bit in February 1990, when 
I lost the toes on my left foot in a test at 
Willow Springs. I missed the first race in 
Japan, and I wasn't able to do Daytona. 

"I showed up to the second race in Japan 
at Suzuka (FI Championship), and I was 
able to pick back up where I left off. It was 
two months from the day since my accident 
to going out for the first practice session. 
People were saying 'what are you doing 
here?' I had even tried a heel-toe shifter. I 
found a way to make it work and qualified on 
the FI pole. I ended up third on the season." 


THE FOILOWING YEAR WAS lOOKING TG BE MGRE 
GF THE SAME, BGT FGR MISFGRTUNE IN TESTING. 
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MOVING ON 


There were good times and great successes 
atYoshimura, but the next logical step for 
Doug was up to World Super Bike. The Ducati 
had made a big impression on Doug at Sugo. 
Also, Eraldo Ferracci had been at Sugo when 
Doug won the World Super Bike race on the 
Suzuki, a bike previously considered to be 
uncompetitive in that series. 

Much of the credit was due to the limited 
production Suzuki and Fujio's tireless efforts 
to build it into a contender, but much of it 
was Doug as well. He reflects: "In the back 
of his head, Eraldo was thinking 'if I can 
get that guy on my stuff, we can do some 
business here.' Well, that deal came up at the 
end of 1990 after my Yoshimura contract was 
done, at a Superbike race at the Formula One 
circuit in Mexico City." 

Doug had an unconventional line in the 
Peraltada corner that is still talked about by 


those that were there 25 years ago. Now it 
was going to be Doug on the Ferracci Ducati 
versus the Factory Ducati team. "Ferracci 
was like 'oh man, we've got to do this!' and 
then it was ON." Eraldo Ferracci explains: 
"First we did testing at Daytona. He set the 
track record before we went to Mexico City. 
We went to Mexico City and beat the factory 
Ducati team." 

"Steve McLaughlin was the promoter 
and brought in the World SBK Ducati team 
of Raymond Roche and Giancarlo Falappa." 
Doug explains: "So, I was running the 
Ferracci bike against the factory that had just 
won the World Super Bike championship 
and just literally crushed them by 30 or 40 
seconds in the race." 

Eraldo takes up the story. "After Mexico 
we got back and did Daytona, but stretched 
the chain at the starting line by so much that 


he had to park the bike. At that point I talked 
to the factory and they were impressed 
and asked us to come to Europe to do one 
race. So I shipped the bike over there and 
I freshened it up a little bit at the factory. 

I went to rent a mini-van and we went to 
Donington. We had some food that people 
in Bologna donated to me, a couple of cases 
of wine, the aqua minerale, me and one guy 
with me. This was a one-race deal, the first 
race in the World Championship." It was the 
first shot fired, as 1991 was to see the most 
dominant performance in World Superbike 
history as Doug destroyed the competition 
on the Ferracci Ducati. 

Doug again: "The year that goes without 
saying. . . what didn't I win? When you looked 
out back at Donington Park, there were these 
52' transporters side by side. You'd see this 
gap where there was no transporter, and 
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you'd go in there and it was this little beat up 
Renault van with the side crushed in, packed 
full of stuff that Ferracci had brought over 
from America. Guess what? None of that 
stuff seemed to matter when it came to the 
racetrack. We qualified on pole, won the first 
race, we were doing the business." 

Eraldo takes up the story: "In the second 
race we broke a piston. We had a deal to 
win by between three and six seconds, no 
winning margin by 15 seconds or anything like 
that. No kind of runaway horse. 

"When we got the van back to Bologna 
the boss (Castiglioni) said 'what do you think 
about running the World Championship, and 
forget about America for the time being. 

You can do America in your spare time. 
Everybody likes you; I can give you a little 
spot in the company where you can put in 
your shop.'" 



Left: Unmistakable Polen style, aboard the Castrol Honda at Misano in 1994. 
Above: The sweet taste of victory on the Fast by Ferracci Ducati. 


FACTORY DUCATI 


Eraldo had his little corner of Ducati from 
which to ply his trade. The result - 17 wins 
in a race season - is unprecedented in any 
World Championship in motorsport history, 
and that's what Doug achieved in 1991. 

Added to that record, consider there were 
six double race wins, 13 fastest laps, seven 
straight wins and 10 poles. 

Doug is still legendary for his ability to 
test and provide specific data to the tyre 
engineers and this talent paid dividends. 

Doug explains: " Dunlop - there were a 
couple of transporters full of tyres only for 
me. In 1991 there was me and one other 
rider on Dunlops, but he was on an OW-31 
Yamaha. . . three seconds a lap slower. . . 
not competitive. So, I was the guy doing 
tyre development for Dunlop, I had all these 
different specs of tyres to test. I've been told 
that my feedback was unmatched and we 
were working on that all the time." 

It was a stunning example of when every 
aspect of a team gels and the end result was 
overwhelming, as Eraldo confirms: "Doug did 
a superb job, at that time nobody was better 
than him. He was born with motorcycle 
talent, that guy was super. The stuff we were 
doing, the factory team wasn't even getting 
close to doing that kind of stuff." 

Doug takes up the story again: "In 1992 
my bike showed up in a crate at Daytona 
and Ferracci personally didn't have the time 
to go through the bike after it came from 
Italy. Spec-wise it wasn't what he wanted. 
Once he got into the bike he said 'this won't 
happen again, Doug.' The next race was 
Laguna, Ferracci had done his thing to it and I 
won. If I'd had that bike they put together for 
Laguna at Daytona, it wouldn't have been a 
contest. I would have won." 

Scott Russell shares his side of the story: 
"At Daytona I had to beat him and I got him 
barely at the line. That was when I knew we 
were coming after him. I'd learned a lot racing 
with him; he always used his head, always 
in the right place at the right time. You didn't 


know what he had up his sleeve, he was a 
real thinker. Jamie James, Sadowski. . . those 
guys were 'seat of the pants' riders. Doug 
was the first 'thinker-racer' I'd raced against 
and I learned from that." 

In World Superbike things were a bit 
confused as opposed to the previous 
independent situation for Ferracci, as 500cc 
World Champion Franco Uncini was brought 
in to run the team overall while Ferracci 
still worked with Doug. He was teamed 
with Giancarlo Falappa. Doug reflects: "It 
was the same in 1992, only then we were 
on the factory team instead of not. What 
I was attempting to do was to win both 
championships, the AMA US Championship 
and World Super Bike Championship. 

"It was a great opportunity; I didn't figure 
anybody would be able to do that again. 

There were two weekends that coincided, 
two races." Scott Russell again, "Yeah, well 
I stopped him from doing that, and it was 
awesome. We also did the first three World 
Super Bike events and did well, we knew 
we were going back. We won the AMA 
Superbike title that year, and it was pretty 
cool to be beating the World Superbike 
Champ. If you could beat Polen back in those 
days, you knew you had something." A highly 
confident Russell was the direct result of 
Daytona, and that played a significant role in 
how 1992 (and later years) turned out. 

Doug again: "In 1991 I had won World 
Superbike by 150 points, I could have skipped 
both World Super Bike series weekends and 
run those two US races and I could have won 
the championship in both series." Doug had 
understandably focused on World Super Bike 
in 1991, and that had cost him the chance at 
the double given how quick Scott Russell had 
become on the Muzzy Kawasaki in 1992. 

Missing a few US rounds, Doug got third in 
the USA Championship with wins at Laguna, 
Brainerd, and Mid-Ohio. Then there were some 
surprising issues with the Ducati team sponsor 
in World Superbike, Police sunglasses. "That 
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turned out to be an issue in a lot of countries 
with a lot of people literally thinking it was the 
Police." The team got through it, and Doug 
came on strong at mid-season in the wake 
of the double win at Hockenheim. "Because 
I won the World Superbike Championship in 
1991 , guess what? A whole lot of teams for 
1992 were running Dunlops. There ya go... our 
advantage got lightened up a little." 

Despite no longer having the advantage 
of a personal tyre supplier, and combined 
with the distraction of the USA Superbike 
campaign, the World Superbike title was iced 
with a strong second half of the season and a 
winning performance in race one of the final 
event in New Zealand. Doug had won his 
second consecutive championship and decided 
it was time for some unfinished business, 
having finished second in the US Superbike 
Championship in 1988 and third in 1992. 


Eraldo was also ready to come home 
for 1993. "I wanted to do my business in 
America so I said to the company, 'look, 
you pay Doug and you help me out and we 
are going to America and win the American 
Championship. The team of Polen-Ferracci 
returned home for a fully-fledged assault on 
the USA Superbike Championship." 

It was total domination, with six wins in 
10 races, Phoenix, Laguna, Charlotte, Road 
America, Road Atlanta, and Brainerd. Doug 
was the first Ducati AMA Superbike Champion. 
His personal mission had been accomplished. 
Doug explains: "The Castiglionis had wanted 
sales to improve in America. They had won 
races, but had never won the US Superbike 
championship yet. It worked out well for them, 
Ducati sold every bike they brought in to the 
US, and it sold all their bikes for the whole year. 
It did what they wanted to do." 


PASTURES NEW 


So how did Doug end up on a Honda in 
WSBKfor 1994? "I had raced against 
those guys in 89 and 90 and previous to 
that. I always figured that if I ever got the 
chance to be the number one factory rider 
at HRC, my career would be complete. 

One of my favourite guys of all time is 
Mick Doohan, a factory Honda guy through 
and through. That was my thought process 
at the time. 

"I showed up in the big cafeteria at HRC 
at the factory. Naguma, who ran the show at 
HRC, was there and he told me 'I have been 
trying for three years to make this happen.' 

It filled that desire that I always had, it was 
the first year the factory was involved in 
World Super Bike. The earlier RC30 privateer 
customer bikes didn't count; HRC had never 
been directly involved in World Super Bike." 

It was the first year for the RC45. It was 
problematic, having real problems with turn 
in and feel, to the point where a term used 
looking back was that the RC45 was 'a 
tremendous pooch' as Doug confirms: "I'm 
sure you've heard all sorts of stories, they 
learned a pretty big lesson. It was that a lot of 


POIEN WAS TO TAKE HIS FIRST PODIUM WITH THE RC45 
AT RACE TWO IN THE SECOND ROUND IN HOCKENHEIM 
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Doug Polen will forever be linked 
with Ducati, even joining current 
Ducati rider Chas Davies on the 
grid at the 2015 WSB round at 
Laguna Seca. 


the stuff I was talking about with them, they 
realised after I had left in the first part of 1995. 

"The whole thing wasn't going right 
development-wise. Trying a new model, you 
do the development prior to going out onto a 
world stage and racing. That thing should be 
sorted, and you tweak it for each individual 
race, you don't do a development programme 
at the races with the whole world watching. 
The list of things with the RC45 was way too 
long. They had it sorted out power-wise with 
the friction down engine; they got that sorted 
with having enough horsepower to do the 
job. With the RC-51 when it came out for the 
World Super Bike factory team, it had been 
being sorted out for years prior to that." 

Doug was to take his first podium with 
the RC45 at race two in the second round 
in Hockenheim, but it flattered to deceive. 
Teammate Aaron Slight had taken two 
seconds in the first three races of the year, 
and actually led both Fogarty and Russell for 
a short time during the season. However, by 
the end of the season. Slight had finished 
third and Doug fourth. By early 1995, Doug 
had leftHRC. 
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RIDING SICK 


test had found the problem, a splenic artery 
in the middle of the tail of my pancreas. It 
had a 9mm hole in the side of the artery, an 
aneurysm. It would start bleeding when my 
heart rate and blood pressure went up and 
within 15 or 20 seconds I'd have severe pain 
and start vomiting blood. It would fill the entire 
upper Gl system in another 15 seconds." 

The issue was finally found and today Doug's 
health issues are finally resolved. 

For a number of years Doug ran a riding 
school, but it closed during the financial 
eruption of 2008. Fie was inducted into the 
AMA Hall of Fame in 2011, in 2012 it was 
the 25th SBK reunion at Monza and he was 
inducted into the World Super Bike Hall 
of Fame. 

Doug is now on a new mission. "The 
whole idea for me is to pass on all the 
experience and knowledge I learned. I 
would like to coach some riders to get them 
to where they want to go. I have those 
capabilities." 

Eraldo Ferracci reflects one last time: "In 
1991 he never crashed one time. We never 
changed the fairing, we never changed 
anything. In Japan, a stone went into the 
windshield, which we replaced. Doug 
said,'no, no, let's finish the championship 
with all the same parts.' So, we put the old 
windshield back on, we never changed a 
piece of the bodywork ever. Doug Polen, for 
me, was a natural talent, whatever you asked 
he could do it." 
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What only Doug knew was that he was 
desperately ill. "Physically I had issues with 
an internal bleeding problem, upper Gl, lower 
Gl.This isn't something you let people know 
about, if you know what I mean. My wife 
didn't even know about it for a year or two. 

"This started happening in the end of 
1993 to where I knew about it. The internal 
bleeding started showing up in stools and 
it kept getting worse each year. It wasn't 
helping the situation with my riding, that's for 
sure. The main thing was being low on my 
red blood count caused problems, you just 
aren't able to carry the oxygen to the muscles 
like you need to and the mental part goes 
without saying. It got to the point where 
I was going to an ER room every week or 
two, just not to die. As the years went on, it 
just got worse and worse, and the doctors 
couldn't figure out what was going on, where 
it was coming from." 

How in the hell does a rider find his path 
to World Endurance racing under such a 
circumstance? What made him think he 
could do this? "Yeah, exactly, how in the 
heck did you sort that out? I wanted to ride, 
number one. The Suzuki Endurance guys 
(SERT) gave me the opportunity and I jumped 
on that. I sorted out most of the situation of 
riding and dealing with that at the same time. 

"They didn't know it, but it caused me to 
not be able to ride a good part of the race at 
Paul Ricard at the end of 1997 I was having 
those stabbing pains during the Bol D'or 


24 Hours, we had three riders, but Peter 
Goddard and I were 10 seconds faster than 
our teammate. Peter and I decided between 
the two of us that it was just going to be he 
and I riding, but I told Peter during the race 
that I couldn't ride anymore and that I had 
something in my abdomen going on and it was 
killing me. And literally it was. But we won the 
World Championship by finishing on the box in 
that race. I shouldn't have physically been able 
to do what I did, but it worked out ok." 

Doug then repeated the World Endurance 
championship in 1998 teamed with Christian 
Lavieille of France riding, of all things, a 
Honda RC45. "That bike I rode was the RC45 
tweaked down 15 horsepower so it would 
last 24 hours. I told them, 'if you guys had 
this bike in 1994 when I started riding this 
RC45, I'd still be riding World Super Bike 
for Honda." 

Somehow he still continued with racing. 

"At Suzuka for the 8 Hours in 2002 and 2003, 

I had to have a blood transfusion at that 
event right before the race, due to bleeding 
problems from the day before. In one year 
(2002) I had 85 units of blood transfused. 

At that point it seemed like I was just living 
in ERs, swallowing little pill-cameras taking 
photos through my system. 

"They could never see anything; it was 
all just blood everywhere. Surgeries would 
have my intestines out looking for something. 
It took them all the way until almost 2004 
when I had surgery done (to correct it). A 
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If any one person deserves 
credit for creating the ongoing 
Historic racing success story that 
is Australia's Post-Classic road 
racing category, it'sT-Rex Racing 
Developnnents' affable proprietor 
Rex Wolfenden. Alan Cathcart tells 
the fascinating story. 

Words: Alan Cathcart 
Photographs: Stephen Piper 


S ince disposing of his suburban 
Melbourne K&W dealership 15 
years ago, Rex Wolfenden has 
focused full-time on building and 
racing the machines that have set the pace 
at the sharp end. In Period 4 (1963-1972) 
competition, with bikes derived from Honda's 
eight-valve single-cam CB750-derived models, 
and more recently Period 5 (now 1973-1982) 
with 16-valve twin-cam hardware, the 
63-year-old former motocrosser and Aussie 
Rules footballer has been a role model for 
others to imitate, and try to beat. 

Rex Wolfenden is a rider-engineer who 
screws them together, then races them hard 
- a combination of talents that's rarer today 
than it was back in the day. Coming to road 
racing late, after a 10-year MX career racing 
mainly Maico and Kawasaki machinery at 
the highest level Down Under, then another 
decade building up his K&W Honda/Kawasaki 
dealership, Rex began racing on the hard 
stuff only in 1988 as a break from his more 
demanding second career as an Aussie Rules 
footballer. 

"Footie came first for me till 1991," he 
says, "but by then the lap records had 
started falling and the wins began flowing 
on the bikes, so I concentrated on that. It 
was hard going racing on Sunday all bruised 
and battered after playing footie on Saturday 
- I've broken more bones and had more 
operations playing Aussie Rules football than 
I ever suffered riding in motocross, or on the 
bitumen! " 

Choosing the CB750 Honda as his original 
tool to go racing with was a no-brainer, says 
Rex - especially with no ban on four-cylinder 
big bikes in pre-1973 racing Down Under, as 
there is in British classic racing to protect the 
homegrown twins and triples. "I wanted to 
race a make I sold, and Post-Classic racing 
with a Honda four was a good choice for 
the economics of it, because there were so 
many bikes out there to source parts from," 
he says. "Plus the rules permit quite a lot of 
development so long as you use period parts 
or replicas thereof, and that appealed to my 
engineering side. Also, it allowed me to race 
the bikes that were top of the heap when I 
was a kid, and we all like to take a walk down 
memory lane, and pretend we're younger 
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than we really are if we can get away with it!" 

Indeed so, with Rex himself riding 
to the Australian Post-Classic Period 4 
championship seven times in 11 years, often 
in close contention with any one of the 10 
clones of his original CB750-based road racer 
he was persuaded to build for chums and 
customers once he started sweeping up the 
big-bore Post-Classic honours on his own 
bike in the early Nineties. 

The common sight of a trio of K&W 
Hondas locking handlebars as they battled 
over the top three finishing positions in a 
Post-Classic shootout became a modern 
reminder of the way it was for Aussie 
audiences, recreating the crowd-pleasing 
spectacle delivered by the ancestors of 
today's Superbikes - a class in which the 
Wolfenden family has a keen interest. 

Rex's brother Clyde was for many years the 
Honda Australia Superbike team manager, the 
man running the rider factory that churned 
out the likes of Troy Corser, Anthony Gobert, 
Kirk McCarthy and many others, making them 
Aussie Superbike champions in successive 
seasons on Hondas, before they sought fame 
and fortune overseas - with other marques. 


The advent of the Period 5 class saw Rex 
take up the challenge of competing with the 
stars of the past sucked into helping create 
what is undoubtedly one of the most thrilling 
spectacles in road racing today. 

"In Period 4 I pretty much dominated, 
but I probably went to Period 5 a bit late," 
he says. "You had the likes of Robbie Phillis 
and a number of other really class acts come 
through on those bikes who were a bit harder 
to beat! I've never been at the level of a 
Robbie or a Malcolm Campbell as a rider, but 
I've kept my end up OK and had fun, which is 
the most important thing." 

More to the point, reducing his emphasis 
on riding in favour of workshop time meant 
more chance to develop the delectable 
deluge of perfectly prepared Post-Classic 
racers that have flowed from his spacious 
and immaculately presented Melbourne 
workshop, under theT-Rex Racing 
Developments banner. 

"When I sold my dealership to focus on 
Post-Classic, a few senior members in the 
trade pulled my leg, saying that I was mucking 
about with dinosaurs! " says Rex. "They called 
me Tyrannosaurus Rex, so I shortened it off to 


T-Rex - it's been quite catchy, actually! " 

As the performance stakes have risen so 
dramatically of late in P5, with reputed 180 
bhp Suzuki Katanas and XR69TT FI racers 
powered by lightning fast dragstrip refugee 
motors, Wolfenden has been able to remain 
on the pace with his T-Rex Hondas in spite 
of giving away cubes and horsepower, by 
focusing on rideability and reliability. 

Hence the creation of the Harris-framed 
Honda CB1100R racer sat in the pits ready for 
me to ride it at the annual Penrite Broadford 
Bike Bonanza, Australia's annual Easter 
extravaganza of motorcycling memories in six 
different disciplines of the sport. 

The No.1 plate it proudly bore signalled 
this was the bike on which Michael Dibb had 
just won the Australian Post-Classic P5 title 
at the Barbagallo circuit in Western Australia, 
as well as dominating the Barry Sheene 
Festival of Speed at Sydney Motorsports 
Park, aka Eastern Creek, to those with longer 
memories. 

Most recently, ex-500GP racer and British 
Superbike/Supersport star Paul Young took the 
T-Rex Honda to a trio of third-place rostrum 
finishes in the white heat of the 2015 Island 
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I IS 


Left: The immaculate RexWolfenden 
workshops and some of the great material 
that comes out of them, like the before and 
after crankshaft and trick clutch assembly. 


Classic AUS/NZ/UK/USA Match races, after 
Dibb retired from racing for personal reasons. 
Quite an acceptable stand-in! 

The CB1100R was Honda's first 
homologation special, a single-seat, fully 
faired sportbike of which just 4050 examples 
were built from 1981 to 1983, which was 
sufficient to meet requirements for it to be 
classed as a production motorcycle in the 
markets it was sold in, namely Europe, South 
Africa, Australia and New Zealand, but not the 
USA. There, the similar but unfaired CB1100F 
was available from 1982 through to 1984, also 
as a means of qualifying for AMA Superbike 
racing before the advent of theVF750 
Interceptor. 

In 1981 the CB1100R won the NZ Castrol 
Six Hours ridden by Aussies Malcolm 
Campbell and Mick Cole, and in 1982 
CBIIOORs swept the first four places in 
the Australian equivalent race for Honda, 
with future 500GP World Champion Wayne 
Gardner teaming up with Wayne Clark to take 
the flag first. So this is a bike with serious 
sporting heritage - in spite of which Rex 
Wolfenden decided to replace the standard 
frame on the CB1100R he built and raced 


himself in P5 events five years ago with a 
Harris chassis for the 2012 season. 

"It's pretty tough at the front, and because I 
can only stretch the Honda's motor to 1156cc, 

I have to play catch up compared to the bigger 
Suzuki engines," says Rex. "But weight is 
speed, and the one thing that the Harris 
frame offered was to cut the weight back 
considerably by 17 kilos over my CB1100R. 
That's a big saving, and it equates to about 
$1000 per kilo when you start to count up. 

"I've got five cast magnesium Dymag 
wheels that cost $1600 each, and on the 
big components in the Harris I've used a lot 
of titanium, plus the fairing, seat, tank and 
everything are wafer-thin and as light as you 
like. So while I've revved the motor up a 
bit and got a little more power out of it, the 
extra speed and handling on the track is all a 
by-product of weight, and that comes from 
digging deep and ordering the Harris chassis." 

The resultant bike is pure eye candy, 
with the British-made chrome-moly frame 
essentially a modified Harris Magnum chassis 


that Rex admits to modifying subtly on its 
arrival Down Under. "The frame technology 
was very good for over 30 years ago, but I 
moved the engine further forward slightly 
in the wheelbase," he says. "Plus, under 
load the anti-squat was out by a fair way, so 
I not only repositioned the motor to carry a 
little more weight on the front wheel. I've 
also raised it up at the back to get the driven 
force on the back chain on and off the throttle 
millimetre perfect, which is very important. 

"Also in that period, they did the same 
as on motocross bikes slightly earlier, and 
cantilevered the shocks by laying them down, 
which was probably a bit trendy at that time. 
But road racing suspension is all about quality 
of damping, not quantity of wheel movement, 
and it makes the springs and the dampers 
very hard to tune when you're getting a 
lot more travel and leverage on them. So I 
actually cut off the back of their brand new 
frame that didn't even have any undercoat on 
it, and got a complete 1:1 ratio by mounting 
the shocks in a more conventional place. It 


MOST REGENTIY, 
EX-500GP RACER 
AND RRITISH 
SUPERRIKE/ 
SUPERSPORT 
STAR PAUL 
YOUNG TOOK THE 
T-REX HONDA TO 
A TRIO OF THIRD- 
PLAGE ROSTRUM 
FINISHES ” 
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION 


T-Rex Honda 

ENGINE: Air-cooled dohc 
16-valve transverse in-line four- 
cylinder dry sump four-stroke 
with central chain camshaft drive 

BORE X STROKE; 

73 X 69 mm 
CAPACITY: 1156cc 
OUTPUT: 45 bhp at 9500rpm 
(at rear wheel) 

COMPRESSION RATIO: 11:1 
CARBURATION: 4x35mm 
Keihin CR 


IGNITION: Electrex World 
self-generating digital GDI 
GEARBOX: 5-speed close-ratio 
with Morse chain primary drive 
CLUTCH: Multiplate RSC dry 
FRAME: Chrome-moly tubular 
steel twin-loop double-cradle 
SUSPENSION: Front: 41 mm 
Showa cartridge telescopic forks. 
Rear: Fabricated chrome-moly 
steel swingarm with 2 x (Dhlins 
shocks 


WHEELBASE: 1475mm 
HEAD ANGLE/TRAIL: 

24 degrees/1 00mm 

WEIGHT/DISTRIBUTION: 

160kg dry split 
52/48% forwards 

BRAKES: 

Front: 2 x 310mm Suzuki steel 
discs with twin-piston AP 
calipers. 

Rear: 1x230mm steel disc with 
twin-piston Brembo caliper 


WHEELS/TYRES: Front: 
120/60-17 Pirelli SC2 on 3.50in 
Dymag cast magnesium wheel. 
Rear: 180/60-17 Pirelli SC2 on 5.50 
in. Dymag cast magnesium wheel 
TOP SPEED: 273kph 
(Phillip Island 2015) 

YEAR OF CONSTRUCTION: 
2012 to 1983 specification 
OWNER: T-Rex Racing 
Developments, Heidelberg West, 
Victoria, Australia 


runs just 100mm of rear wheel travel, but I've 
got total control out of the rear suspension." 

Twin fully-adjustable (Ohiins piggyback 
shocks deliver that control via the box 
section swingarm, matched to a stock 41 mm 
Showa cartridge fork with T-Rex internals 
mounted in billet aluminium tripleclamps 
produced by brother Clyde Wolfenden's C&C 
Motorcycle Engineering concern, which 
was also responsible for the handlebars, 
footrests, assorted levers and other gorgeous 
metalwork on the bike. 

The cast magnesium Dymag wheels shod 
for my test with Pirelli Supercorsa 2 slicks 
use oversize axles made from titanium, as is 
the swingarm pivot rod. C&C also made the 
replica front 310mm Suzuki XR69 steel discs 
gripped by the benchmark twin-piston 
AP-Lockheed calipers of the era, as well as 
the 230mm rear disc matched to a twin piston 
Brembo caliper. 

The chassis geometry is adequately sporty 
even by modern standards, with the fork set 
at a 24° rake with 100mm of trail, though 
the wheelbase is a little rangy at 1475mm. 
The claimed 160kg dry weight - which is 
amazingly light by the standards of a two- 
wheel tractor such as this - is split 52/48% 
forwards thanks to Rex's frame mods, which 
didn't stop there. 

"To Harris's credit the frame is very light 
compared to a street CB1100R Honda frame, 
as you'd expect being made out of chrome- 
moly," he says. "But it broke my heart to put 
a kilogram of metal on the chassis, because 
there were a couple of little flaws in the frame 
design where there was going to be a hinge 
in it. I took the hinge out, and I guarantee you 
it hasn't got one now, though it did cost me 
one kilo of weight! But the fuel tank is lovely 
and light, and the bodywork is just one sheet 
of Kevlar thick, which is very nice." 

This gorgeous set of wheels looks 
muscular and mighty as well as pretty, thanks 
to the tuned motor that dominates the 
picture visually in producing a claimed 145 
bhp at 9500 rpm, at the rear wheel. This uses 
CB1100R crankcases and a heavily modified 
stock crankshaft, which Rex has lightened by 
2.5kg in knife-edging the webs to cut better 
through the oil in this wet-sump motor. This 
lightweight crank carries Carrillo conrods 
specially made forT-Rex by the Californian 
specialist, surmounted by forged modern 
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“THE ENGINE HAS BEEN BORED OUT 3IVIIVI 
TO DEIIUER 73 X 69IVIIVI DIMENSIONS FOR A 
CAPACITY OF 1156GG;’ 


POST CLASSIC RACING 


Honda pistons from any one of a number of 
current models. 

The engine has been bored out 3mm to 
deliver 73 x 69mm dimensions for a capacity 
of 1156cc.The re-ported, gas-flowed cylinder 
head with modified combustion chambers 
follows the RSC (Honda's racing division in 
the pre-HRC era) improvements in one of 
the bikes in Clyde Wolfenden's collection of 
historic Hondas. "My brother owns one of 
the last of the series of Honda TT Formula 1 
bikes using this engine, so of course I've seen 
inside it, and you can't get better than RSC," 
enthuses Rex. "I've pretty much copied what 
they did in the factory cylinder head, which 
is to shut down the inlet ports a little bit, fit 
much bigger inlet valves, and use a traditional 
camshaft design with 9mm of lift. It all works 
well, just as Honda proved by winning theTT 
Formula 1 title with this engine." 

Compared to the stock CB1100R motor, 
1.5mm larger diameter inlet valves and 1 mm 
bigger exhausts - two each per cylinder, of 
course - are fitted, locally made in stainless 
steel, and each fitted with just a single good 
quality American S&W valve spring. The 
five-speed close-ratio gearbox is a stock 
CB1100R item, matched to a hydraulically 
actuated replica of the factory RSC dry clutch 
copied directly from brother Clyde's works 
motor, and fitted with Ducati plates. 

Ignition comes via a proprietary Electrex 
World self-generating digital CDI, and the 
4-2-1 titanium exhaust and silencer were 
made in Britain toT-Rex specs and assembled 
in Australia, while in scaling just 2.5kg the 
titanium pipe is literally half the weight of the 
stainless steel one it replaced. The engine 
carries a quartet of 35m Keihin CR carbs, and 
Rex admits to constantly experimenting with 
velocity stack lengths to optimise carburation. 
"I've tried all sorts of combinations," he says. 
"At the moment I have four all the same 
length on it, but sometimes I use two different 
lengths. Inlet tract lengths and velocity stack 
combos are all about getting it to carburate 
right and getting good linear power out of it." 


The most dramatically entertaining and 
closely-fought form of road racing today is 
neither the eight-make World Super Bike 
shootout, nor Flonda's sealed-engine 600cc 
Moto2 World Championship for makers of 
chassis. Instead, it's the no-holds, fairing- 
rubbing, handlebar-clashing, Australian 
Flistoric class for air-cooled multi-cylinder 
monster bikes known Down Under as 
Post-Classic Period 5, and by the rest of us as 
Vintage Superbike. 

The annual Island Classic clash each 
January between teams from the UK/USA/ 
NZ/Australia mounted on such bikes, plus 
races for the class held at Phillip Island each 
year as support events to the World Superbike 
round in February and the Australian MotoGP 
in October, vividly demonstrate its appeal to 
visitors from other countries. 

With 1982 as a cut-off year, Flistoric 
racing's big bike category -there's a ISOOcc 
top limit to encourage tuners to go large on 
engine upgrades - recaptures the variety and 
thrills of Superbike's early days, when Honda, 
Kawasaki and Suzuki grappled with each 
other in a no-holds struggle for streetbike 
supremacy. 

Against all these behemoths, the 
fire-breathing, air-cooled Irving Vincent 1300 
pushrod V-twin might seem like a bike from 
another even more distant era rooted in the 
mists of time - except that the improbably 
fast home-brewed racer more than holds its 


own against the frantic fours, providing the 
same fascinating crowd-pleasing standoff 
between two radically different types of 
motorcycle as the Ducati vs All Others World 
Super Bike scenario. 

Just to make the ride down Memory 
Lane even more authentic, today's version 
of that spectacle sees many products of 
the Australian road racing rider factory 
Superbike racing has had a hand in rearing, 
returning to the scene of their crimes 
against spectators' nerves, with Rob Phillis, 
Wayne Gardner, Mai Campbell, Cameron 
Donald, Shawn Giles, Kiwi Richard Scott and 
comparative youngster Steve Martin among 
the stars of yesteryear as well as the talented 
crowd of today's riders of all ages in the 
Period Five class. 

In keeping with the catch-all concept the 
1980s Swann Series spectacles Down Under 
adopted in matching visiting European 
riders on 500cc GP racers and race-framed 
TT Formula 1 four-stroke behemoths against 
their Aussie and Kiwi rivals on Superbikes, 
500GP racers and F750 two-strokes like the 
TZ750 and KR750, those same bikes today 
form part of a Post-Classic class. Campbell's 
pursuit on an RG500 Suzuki square-four 
stroker and eventual defeat of Honda CB1100 
Superbike-mounted Gardner at the Island 
Classic one year was an ideal demonstration 
of the category's broad appeal. Long may it 
be so. 
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THE RIDE 


The stock starter motor's been removed, so 
after firing it up on the rollers I made my way 
out to the pre-grid - where I discovered that 
neutral is absolutely impossible to find on the 
race-pattern one-up four-down gearchange. 
The only solution was to snick it on the move 
as I coasted to my slot on the grid. 

There's a high ISOOrpm idle speed, an old 
trick from the days before slipper clutches of 
combating any dreaded chatter on the overrun 
under engine braking. But off the mark the 
Honda has really crisp, zestful acceleration 
that borders on being explosive and sits 
slightly at odds with its otherwise pussycat 
nature - for this is an unexpectedly torquey 
145bhp motorcycle that I can imagine must 
be great to ride in the rain or on a slippery 
track, conditions in which I very much doubt 
its ISObhp Suzuki rivals would be much at 
home, or even rideable at all. Rex Wolfenden 


says he's extracted ISObhp rear wheel 
horsepower from this Honda engine, but 
only at the cost of a very aggressive power 
delivery, and a narrow, peaky powerband that 
severely impacted on rideability. 

Instead, with 30-odd less horsepower - in 
which guise Paul Young was still trapped at 
273kph down the Phillip Island front straight at 
this year's Island Classic - this is an extremely 
tractable bike to ride to 95% of its potential, 
forgiving and enjoyable until you start looking 
for that last 5%, when you need the skill and 
intelligence of a Dibb or a Young to extract it. 

Sure, there's a wedge of extra power and 
speed further up the revband towards the 
9500rpm redline, but theT-Rex Honda has 
such a linear build of power and such low 
down grunt that it's well suited to a tight, 
twisty track like Broadford. 

It pulls hard but cleanly off the mark 


without much clutch, and will drive easily out 
of a slow second-gear turn from 4500rpm 
upwards, giving what by early Eighties 
racing standards is a mile-wide five grand 
powerband. The handling is forgiving too, 
and the linear power delivery, crisp but clean 
throttle response, and Rex Wolfenden's 
optimised chassis setup to enhance on/off 
throttle behaviour, all combine to make it an 
easy bike to get back on the throttle while still 
leaned over exiting a turn. 

The rear Pirelli SC2 slick just hooks up 
effortlessly in a way that made me forget I 
was riding a twin-shock historical artefact - for 
this seems a much more modern bike than 
it supposedly is in terms of handling and 
rideability. And when it does start to slide it 
does so super-controllably, the wide clip-on 
handlebars allowing me to correct it instantly 
so it doesn't get out of hand. Like I say, this 
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Left: Purposeful from every angle, the attention to detail on theT-Rex Honda is plain to see. 


“REX WOLFENDEN SAYS HE’S AGTUALIY 
EXTRACTED 180RHP REAR WHEEl HORSEPOWER 
FROM THIS HONDA ENGINE ” 



would be a great bike to ride in the rain. 

The broad screen is super-protective without 
affecting your ability to position the bike in 
a turn, which is sometimes the case with 
anything this wide. The Harris chassis steered 
much better than I remember Mick Grant's 
genuine (not replica) factory XR69 Suzuki of 
the same era doing, so its design and Rex's 
improvements have obviously delivered a 
good-handling package that was surprisingly 
adept at flicking from side to side through the 
Broadford Esses. I'm sure lifting up the rear a 
little as he did was a key factor in this. 

The brakes weren't brilliant, though - I'm 
used to such period stoppers on my 750SS 
Ducati, which has the same brake calipers 
as on theT-Rex Honda. But my desmoV-twin 
uses Brembo cast iron discs rather than the 
steel Suzuki copies on Rex's bike, and the 
difference is really substantial. I'd been told 


by Rex before I went out there were carbon 
pads in the front calipers, so I duly warmed 
them up by riding down the straights with my 
finger on the lever on my out lap. After that 
they gripped OK, but in a rather progressive 
fashion - there wasn't the instant bite you 
get from a cast iron disc with those calipers. 
There are no reserves of stopping power on 
this bike, no extra braking in case someone 
cuts in front of you, or if you misjudge your 
speed just a little. 

But that was the only slight criticism I had 
of what is a really great piece of empirical 
development, created by the man who's 
rightly synonymous with Post-Classic racing 
Down Under. Flexible and forgiving, yet fast 
and improbably torquey, that wonderful motor 
is the star of the show, housed in a beautifully 
prepared motorcycle that almost looks too 
lovely to race. Some dinosaur! 
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PAUL YOUNG’S TAKE 


Adelaide, South Australia-born Paul Young, 
46, is yet another product of the mythical 
Australian rider factory that has produced so 
many notable names down the years. 

After starting off his racing career aboard 
a modified Lambretta scooter, within five 
years Young had won the 1994 Aussie 250 
Production title and was racing in the 1996 
500cc World Championship on a privateer 
Harris-framed YZRBOOYamaha V4 two-stroke 
- and scoring points on it, too. 

He then switched to the UK to race in the 
BSB series onYamaha machinery, winning 
the privateer Superbike title and 2001 British 
1000 Superstock championship on an R1 
before joining theTriumph factory as a 
development technician and test rider. 

At weekends Paul competed in the British 
Supersport championship on a 675 Daytona, 
gathering race victories for the British 
manufacturer before returning Down Under 
in 201 3 for what he thought was an extended 
voyage of discovery around his homeland 
country. But that got cut short when he was 
persuaded to join the country's best-selling bike 
magazine AMCN as road test editor, since when 
he's rekindled his racing career in weekends off 
from the day job by racing a Kawasaki ZX-6R in 
the Australian Supersport series. 

His introduction to the world of Post-Classic 
racing came with a guest ride on theT-Rex 
Honda CB1100R at the 2015 Island Classic last 
January, joining loMTT ace Cameron Donald 
and former Australian Superbike champions 
Steve Martin and Shawn Giles as a member 
of the Australian team racing against visiting 
UK stars like Jeremy McWilliams andTT 
maestro John McGuinness. After crashing 
on someone else's oil in qualifying, Young 
then underlined his versatility by recording 
three third-place rostrum finishes over the 
weekend on his historic racing debut against 
such top line competition. Here's his take on 
theT-Rex Honda. 


"Racing RexWolfenden's masterpiece of 
classic re-engineering was an education, even 
to someone with my broad spread of racing 
experience ranging from Lambretta scooters 
through to 500GP two-strokes and modern- 
day Superbikes. What shocked and educated 
me the most was how close to a modern bike 
this 30-something-year-old classic racer could 
feel - and perform for that matter. Far from 
being an underpowered, jelly-boned dinosaur 
that's conversely overpowered for its chassis, 
theT-Rex Honda is an accurate, agile and 
unbelievably rapid race bike. 

"This 30-year-old motorcycle has a power 
to weight ratio similar to the best World 
Supersport machines, and rolls on the same 
Supersport race tyres I use on the Kawasaki 
ZX-6R I'm racing in the Australian Supersport 
series this year - hence this is the closest 
comparison I can make between this 
Post-Classic Period 5 racer and a modern bike. 

"Aside from the five-speed gearbox, lower 
maximum engine speed and the high level of 
mechanical noise, the differences fundamental 
to race set-up come in theT-Rex Honda 
having a far more sudden power delivery, 
and its narrow five-inch rear rim being totally 
unsuitable for modern 190-section tyres made 
for the 5.50 rims used in Supersport racing. The 
combination of these last two things, resulting 
in a raw power delivery on too small a tyre 
contact patch, is the biggest hurdle to achieving 
even more incredible lap times than the bike is 
already capable of. 

"Over the course of the 201 5 AMCN Island 
Classic weekend I managed to make some 
personal contributions to the development 
of the bike, which shaved quite a bit of time 
off the Honda's previous best lap times. Fairly 
early on I had two major problems, firstly 
ground clearance, and secondly excessive 
movement and pumping in the rear. The rear 


Pirelli Supercorsa tyre we used has a very 
soft sidewall, and when squeezed onto the 
narrow rim it has a muffin-top effect.This 
excessive tyre overhang initiates a pumping 
action in the rear of the bike. Higher tyre 
pressures helped overcome this, but stiffer 
springs on the Ohiins piggyback shocks were 
necessary to fully tame the rear end. The 
spring change and a 5mm rise in ride height 
front and rear, plus a bit of engine cover 
re-profiling, all but fixed the ground 
clearance problem too. 

"The 1150ccT-Rex Honda has a capacity 
disadvantage over the 1300cc Suzukis and 
Yamahas that are now the weapons of choice 
for the International Challenge, and judging 
by the dyno numbers bandied around 
the paddock, it also has a power deficit of 
anywhere north of 20hp. But on the track this 
wasn't so evident, with the Honda's fastest 
speed trap reading of 273kph comparing well 
to the 278kph best for the weekend recorded 
by both McWilliams' FJYamaha-engined 
Harris FI and Shawn Giles' Suzuki Katana. 

"The chassis improvements found in 
the Honda over the weekend also had a 
significant influence on speed trap times; 
increasing by 9kph from Saturday to Sunday, 
due to higher mid-corner speed and harder 
acceleration off turn 12. The acceleration 
of the Honda is hugely impressive, even 
by modern standards, helped by theT-Rex 
Honda's light weight when compared to 
current production sportbikes. RexWolfenden 
has done a great job in developing this bike. 

"I believe with further development in 
the directions we were headed, theT-Rex 
Honda could easily go below the 1m38.1s lap 
that was my quickest of the weekend. And 
considering it was one of the most enjoyable 
weekends of my entire racing career, I 
certainly hope I get granted another chance 
to prove that!" 
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CLASSIC RACER PEOPLE 



Some of you might say you already know my story about winning the 1972 Daytona 200. 
About how meITTd a big pack ofYamaha 350 riders held back for the first half of that race 
like a swarm of buzzing bees, then swooped in at the end as one leader after another went 
to the sidelines with broken motors, chains and worn out tyres. Well, that's the quick read, 

but there is a little more to the story. 


Words: Don Emde Photographs: Don Emde Collection 

M y desire to win the Daytona 200 didn't 
begin the day I arrived there in March of 
1972. It went back a very long tinne. I grew 
up in the San Diego area of California and 
for whatever reason, there have been more Daytona 200 
victories recorded by racers from San Diego than any 
other city in the world. Before I was even born, my father, 
Floyd Emde, had raced to victory there, and my win 24 
years later was the 11th by riders either born in the San 
Diego area or living there at the time. 

When I was growing up, my dad and mom had 
a motorcycle shop, so I got into the day-to-day 
motorcycle environment at a very early age. And it 
seemed like all the time people would be stopping by 
their shop to talk to my dad, or we'd be at one of the 
local races and he'd be talking to someone, and when 
that was over he'd say to me, "That was Ed Kretz, he 
won the first Daytona 200." 

Then another time it might be: "That's Brad Andres, 
he won Daytona three times." So as I got a little older 


and started to ride and race motorcycles, it was pretty 
well ingrained in my brain that winning Daytona was a 
big deal, and also if I was going to be 'anybody' in the 
San Diego area I better win that race someday. 

Fast forward to 1971 , I was now a member of 
the BSA factory team in America. I was obviously 
excited about finally getting to race in the 
Daytona 200, arguably the biggest single 
race in the world in those years. I was a 
bit disappointed to learn when I arrived 
there, however, that only Mike 
Hailwood and Dick Mann would 
have the newly revised Rob North 
frame BSA 750 triple called the 
Low Boy. Me and my other BSA 
team-mates, David Aldana and 
Jim Rice would be on the High 
Boy left over from 1970 (first 
generation Rob North frame 
geometry, taller and heavier). 
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I qualified fourth fastest for the race and 
finished third in my first Daytona 200, and 
this set a pattern of how my year went in 
1971. I was third in a few other races, as well 
as other top five finishes and ended the year 
ranked third in road racing points behind Dick 
Mann and Kel Carruthers.That felt good, but 
not great and I wanted to do better. 

Something that was cause for some 
positive thinking was Gary Nixon's win in 
the first segment of the Ontario 200-mile 
race at the last race of 1971. All year long I 
had finished ahead of Gary, who rode one of 
theTriumph Trident High Boys like my BSA. 
Then we got to Ontario and Doug Hele and 
the BSA/Triumph crew from England was 
there with a BSA Low Boy for John Cooper 
and they also brought along a new Low Boy 
Triumph for Gary to ride. 

Suddenly it was the Nixon of old and he 
took the win in the first of two 100-mile 
races. Bad luck struck in the second segment 
though, when a lapped rider blew a motor in 
one of the fast sweepers and Nixon, Mann 
and a few others hit the oil and crashed. John 
Cooper got through however and scored 
a close win for BSA over Kel Carruthers. 
Despite Gary's crash, I could see how much 
of a difference there was between the 


do much better on a Low Boy model. 


When the last race of the 1971 season was 
over at Ontario Speedway in October, team 
manager Danny Macias came over to me and 
said they were happy with how my rookie 
season had gone and they were planning to 
have the same team for 1972 (Dick Mann, 
David Aldana, Jim Rice and myself). He said 
a contract would be in the mail soon and he'd 
see me at Houston (that was where two Dirt 
Track Nationals were held at the Houston 
Astrodome to kick off the racing season). 

Once I'd had a little time to relax and start 
thinking about 1972, one of my biggest hopes 
was that the next year I could ride one of the 
Rob North Low Boy triples like Dick Mann and 
John Cooper had ridden and won on. I didn't 
know what BSA had coming for 1972, but the 
changes from 1970-71 were pretty dramatic. 

I could only dream of how I'd do against the 
likes of Dick Mann, Cal Rayborn, Gary Nixon 
and the many other great and now-legendary 
racers of the day if I was on the latest BSA 
model. 

I felt a lot of relief that the 1971 season 
was over. I finally had some time to think. It 
was so competitive in those years and with 
the full dirt track schedule we also ran, there 
really wasn't time to make many changes 


Above: For many years on the day before 
the 200-mile race, a 100-mile race for 
250cc GP-type machines was run. After 
winning my heat race in 1972, 1 was 
embroiled in a great battle for the lead 
with eventual race winner Dave Smith 
(20) and young Kenny Roberts until I 
leaned over a little too far at about this 
location on lap 10 and high-sided about 
90 miles per hour. My shoulder was 
fortunately not broken in the crash. 


or develop your programme as the races 
were happening. We had something like 20 
National races (points paying events for the 
championship) and while on the road we'd 
stop and take in any dirt track races on our 
way, just to make money. In 1971 I probably 
ran 40-50 races. 

I did a lot of daydreaming then, always 
thinking about certain racetracks, especially 
Daytona, and how I could go faster there. 
There came a point in the fall of 1971 that 
my daydreaming went a step farther and I 
was convinced that yes, I would win Daytona 
in 1972. I knew my time had arrived after all 
these years dating back to when I was a little 
kid. And the feeling wasn't just, " I think I can." 
I was sure "I will win." 



Late on the first day of practice in 1972 
and the Suzuki factory team were still out 
on the track trying to figure out what to 
do about the severe tyre wear their bikes 
were suffering from. From left is Suzuki race 
manager Paul Garnet, rider Jody Nicholas 
and Dunlop engineer Dave Buck, while 
behind the wail Dunlop's Race Manager 
Paul Butler fills me in with what is going on. 
I had some previous Suzuki race experience, 
so the team didn't seem to mind that I was 
watching so closely what was ||oing on. 






In late November my dad was building me a 
brand new BSA 750 dirt track bike, and my 
positive thoughts continued about how my 
road race programme would go. My family 
all got together on Thanksgiving Day, then 
the next morning I was loading my trail bike 
into my van and getting ready to head out to 
the desert for some camping and trail riding. 
A postman drove up to deliver a letter to me 
from Birmingham Small Arms Company. I 
knew exactly what it was, of course. It was 
my contract for 1972. What else would it be? 

As expected, the letter was from Pete 
Colman, vice-president of Birmingham Small 
Arms Company in the United States. You can 
imagine my surprise however, when I noted 
there was no contract enclosed. So I started 
reading the letter, which began: "I would 
like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
you personally for your excellent racing 
performances during the 1971 season - and 
to tell you of our plans for 1972." 

Next came an overview of BSAs plans to 
race through private entries and the stunning 
words: "As they say, 'nothing is forever. . .' and 
therefore I must inform you that our team 
efforts have been officially withdrawn, and you 
are now free to make your own arrangements 
for the 1972 season." Did I read that right? 
"Free to make your own arrangements?" 

Despite what the team manager had told 
me a month earlier, there I was, 100 days 
from the 1972 Daytona 200 and suddenly 
with nothing to ride. So began the first of a 
number of challenges to test my confidence 
about winning the 1972 Daytona 200. 


Plans for my trip to the desert were quickly 
cancelled and I got on the phone right away 
to see about any factory rides that might 
still be open. In the weeks to follow I wasn't 
having too much luck until I had a promising 
conversation with Flarley-Davidson's race 
chief Dick O'Brien. He said if I was available 
for 1972 he'd like to talk, and he was coming 
soon to the west coast. We agreed to meet 
for dinner one night in Long Beach where he 
revealed that there was a strong chance that 
Cal Rayborn was going to sign with Suzuki. 

He had suffered through a couple of really 
frustrating years with Harley's old Iron Head 
XR750 and wanted to ride to win. Harley's 
team consisted mostly of talented dirt track 
racers, but with one exception of improving 
pavement racer Mark Breisford, Cal was the 
lone hope O'Brien had to win in road racing. 

At the end of the dinner, Dick wrapped it up 
saying that if Cal went to Suzuki I would be on 
the Harley factory team. But he said he didn't 
have a budget for us both and if Cal stayed 
he couldn't make me a team rider, but would 
help with bikes for dirt track and even road 
racing if I needed it. 

It turned out that the all-new alloy XR750 
that Harley-Davidson had coming for 1972 
was too interesting for Cal to leave now. He 
felt he owed O'Brien and Harley the chance to 
see how much better the new bike would be. 
So Cal stayed at Harley for 1972, although he 
did make the switch at the end of 1973 (and 
ultimately died in his first ride on a Suzuki in a 
non-championship race in New Zealand). 

Another call I made was to Kel Carruthers, 


Above: As a rookie rider in the 1971 
Daytona 200, 1 was pretty happy with my 
3rd place finish on the year-old High Boy 
Rob North Rocket III, but certainly wished 
the BSA race budget would have included 
a new Low Boy like my team-mate and 
race winner Dick Mann (4) and Trident 
rider Gene Romero (1) rode. It was one of 
the greatest days ever for the Birmingham 
Small Arms Company at Daytona, but 
no one in Victory Lane (especially me) 
would have envisioned what a different 
situation it would be a year later. 

who had been spearheading Yamaha's road 
race efforts in the US the last couple of years. 
He let me know that Yamaha was putting 
a bigger road race team together, but was 
full up with the team riders all signed. But 
in our talk he let me know about the new 
six-speed Yamaha 350 TR3 that was coming 
for 1972 and he was confident it would be a 
competitive bike. 

It was now becoming apparent that there 
were no openings for a factory-sponsored 
rider in the US for 1972 and I needed to put 
something together as a privateer. So my 
next call was to my former tuner/sponsor Mel 
Dinesen, a Yamaha dealer from Bakersfield, 
CA. I had raced for Mel in 1969 and 1970 and 
we did some big things, including winning the 
AFM #1 National title, as well as winning the 
100-mile 250cc National race at Talladega, AL 
in 1970, beating Gary Nixon and Cal Rayborn. 
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Mel was immediately excited about having 
me ride for him again. He had one rider 
arranged to ride in the Amateur ranks in 1972, 
but he would order one of the new six-speed 
models for me to ride in the Nationals. He 
also had Motorcycle Weekly publication on 
board to help sponsor some of his out-of- 
pocket costs. 

Being busy putting things together for a month 
or so, I hadn't thought a lot about Daytona for a 
while. But soon that burning feeling returned, 
that things were falling in to place for me to win 
the race, especially after talking to Kel about the 
improvements to the newTRS. 

He was pretty sure that the new 750cc 
Suzuki and Kawasaki two-strokes that would 
be making their debut at Daytona would 
need to make two pit stops for gas and 
tyres, so that would cost them a lot of extra 
time in the race. And with the new six-speed 
transmission, I felt that was my 'Silver Bullet' 
that would allow me to keep up going around 
the banks. The new Yamaha 350 arrived from 
Japan in January and Mel wanted me to run 
an AFM club race at Willow Springs to break in 
the new bike. Everything went great there and 
I won the Open Class race against bikes up to 
750cc. My confidence continued to build. 

In March, Mel and I had arrived in Daytona 
Beach, along with his other rider, Jim 
Evans. The first day of Bike Week included 
registration, setting up in the garage area, 
tech inspection, and the first practice session 
that afternoon. 

I made a stop at the Dunlop Tyre garage 
to see about getting tyres. Paul Butler from 
England was the Dunlop race manager at 
the time. I had got to know him well the 
previous year when I was a BSA factory rider 
and I pretty well expected that once a Dunlop 
sponsored rider, always a sponsored rider. But 
Paul had to give me the bad news that he only 
had a budget for the factory teams and as a 
privateer I would need to buy my tyres. 

So the negotiations began and I finally let my 
confidence slip out about winning and I said: 

" How about this? If I win the race, Dunlop will 



Above: My father, Floyd Emde, and 
I pose for a photo early in the week 
at Daytona Bike Week 1972. When 
I took the chequered flag first to 
win the Daytona 200-mile race, he 
and I became the first and still only 
father and son to have won that 
legendary race. 


Below: Up to the 1972 Daytona 200, the race went 
off the starting line and straight out onto the 
banking and we ran the full NASCAR lap around 
the banking before going into the infield. After a 
disappointing qualifying session, I quickly made 
up about a dozen spots off the starting line. I was 
in about 12th place here as we got onto the auto 
racing portion of the track. 
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SERIOUS PROBLEM 


My engine problem turned team for Daytona that year, Phil on a tank of gas, so I came in on trouble on his 1971 BSA triple - 

out to be a little more serious had apparently had a bad start the 27th lap. My gas refuelling the BSA/Triumph factory didn't 

than just a common two-stroke and was just getting into the flow equipment was home-made by actually cut their race programme 

piston seizure. It might sound of the race. So I tagged on with my dad. He had taken a metal off 100% after 1971. They kept their 

impossible, but what had actually him and we began passing riders trash can and adapted a lever top guys for each brand: Mann on 

happened was the engine lost a and had a nice battle back and and quick-fill dump spout which it the BSA and Gene Romero on his 

piston circlip on the left cylinder. forth for the next 90 or so miles. worked great. He got me fuelled 1971 Triumph. 

Everyone at the time agreed As expected the big 750s up with 6.4 gallons and back on Dick was inbetween Ray and 

the only way the motor could started falling to the wayside, but the track in nine seconds. me as we exited the infield that lap 

have stayed running was because most did not last long enough for Phil Read had stayed on the and suddenly his BSA was running 

of the high speed. If it had the tyre problem to put them out. track when I went in and he took great. So as we got on the banking, 

happened in the infield at 80 or It was mostly ignition problems over the lead of the race when I pulled into his draft and on the 

90 mph, the rear wheel would and other gremlins. A little before Fisher went out. Unfortunately back straight, he towed me right 

have immediately locked solid, the halfway point I saw 22 and 25 for him, his Formula One style past Hempstead and into the lead, 

but at 160+ it was gradual enough on the big infield scoreboard. That refuelling system did not operate Thanks old friend. I owe you one! 

to keep the parts moving. meant that Phil and I were now as smoothly as my dad's trash Not long after taking the lead. 

After the race when Mel running in the top five. At that can system. As I heard later, the rider 96 was being shown on the 

pulled the motor down for the point Suzuki's Art Baumann had connector did not clip solidly onto leader board. That was Geoff Perry 

AMA inspection they could see led nine laps and was out. the tank and gas spilled all over from New Zealand and he was 

the marks left by the circlip as Yvon Duhamel then led four him. I believe it also stalled the on a Suzuki 500cc twin. He was 

the pressure augured it into the laps for Kawasaki and when he motor. Poor Phil lost about 45 riding great and as I went past the 

side of the piston and collapsed went out Jody Nicholas put Suzuki seconds with his misfortune and start-finish line he drafted past 

the ring. Then, apparently when back in the lead. He was up front I never saw him again in the race. and, I assumed, into the lead. As 

I let the clutch back out, it spit for 14 laps but right at about the He would finish fourth. we went around turn one I didn't 

the circlip out the exhaust pipe 100-mile mark his rear tyre let When I came out of the pits really have anything for Geoff and 

and restarted. I found after that go. Fortunately it happened as he after my gas stop I saw rider 99 he pulled out a slight lead on me. 

I needed to slip the clutch a bit entered the infield and he avoided a little way up the track.That was I kept my pace going, as 

coming out of the tight turn one, the devastating type of blowout Ray Hempstead, a good Yamaha Hempstead was not far behind, in 

but otherwise it ran great. on the banking that Barry Sheene privateer from Florida and we fact I think we may have swapped 

As I began my charge to get would suffer a few years later. were now 1-2 in the big race. I was our positions back and forth a 

back to the front part of the pack. When Jody went out, Gary Fisher trying to cut into Ray's lead, but it few times right towards the end. 

I noticed I was running with Phil took the lead on aYoshimura was coming kind of slowly. Then Then, as we went through turn 

Read, who would go on to win Honda 750, but his lead was short- as we entered the infield one lap one beginning the 50th lap of the 

seven world road racing titles in lived when his oil tank broke. I noticed my old BSA team-mate 53-lap race, I saw Geoff quickly 

his illustrious career. A member The 350ccYamahas were right Dick Mann exiting the pits. He pull off to the side. His chain had 

of the John Player Norton factory on the edge of making 100 miles had apparently had some ignition broken ! 



provide me tyres for the rest of the year." He 
agreed, probably thinking it wasn't a risky bet. 

In the first practice session I found that I 
was having a lot more trouble staying with the 
750cc Suzuki and Kawasaki machines than 
I was expecting. I figured they might have a 
few miles per hour advantage, but they were 
running over 175 mph, which was about 10-12 
mph faster than my bike. That's 2-3 seconds 
a lap just on the banking at Daytona and even 
with my six-speed I couldn't stay in their draft. 


However, no sooner was their speed 
difference sinking in than I heard people 
talking about how their tyres were shredding 
in just a few laps. It sounded doubtful that 
Dunlop or Goodyear had a tyre for them that 
would go the distance in the race. 

As practice continued the next few days, 
things were breaking down into two groups, 
the big 750cc two-strokes that were ultra 
fast, but unlikely to finish. . . and the rest of 
us who came to run 200 miles. I must say it 


Above: Early in the race I connected with 
legendary Grand Prix star Phil Read who was 
riding a John Player Norton. Other riders 
seen are Ron Grant (61), Ron Pierce (97), 

Dave Smith (20) and Steve McLaughlin (55). 

wasn't easy to keep thinking I was going to 
win the race when you had seven or eight 
motorcycles on the track that you couldn't 
keep in sight. But I did. Somehow this was 
going to work out. I knew it. 
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BAD DAYS AND GOOD DAYS 


Thursday of Bike Week in those years was 
for qualifying. My lap tinnes had me running 
around 10th fastest all week, but Mel and I 
didn't get the gearing and jetting right that 
day - winds and atmospheric conditions are 
constantly changing there. I almost waved off 
my first qualifying run when I found I couldn't 
pull sixth gear, but thought it wouldn't hurt my 
lap time too bad. But it did. I went from 10th 
fastest in practice to a qualifying time that 
was 21st fastest! 

The next day was a good day for me. I 
was also entered in the 250cc Lightweight 
GP class and we ran our heat races that 
day. I ended up taking the win ahead of new 
Yamaha factory rider Kenny Roberts. He 
wasn't the king yet, more of a prince, but he 
was fast and I felt good beating him out. 


Above: Phil Read and I stayed together 
all the way to the mid-point of the race. A 
botched pit stop cost Phil added time and 
he dropped back to a 4th place finish. 

Below left: Making history; Don Emde gave 
Yamaha their first Daytona 200 victory. 


Below right: Late in the race, I led fellow 
Yamaha 350 rider Ray Hempstead who 
would finish in 2nd place. 



Then on Saturday we raced the 100-mile 
Lightweight GP final. It was pretty much a 
Yamaha affair, and I had Kenny, Kel Carruthers, 
Gary Fisher, Dave Smith and many other top 
road racers to race with. We all had pretty 
identical Yamaha TD3s, which made for some 
good racing. In the race I was in a good battle 
for the lead with Roberts, Fisher and Smith. 

We went back and forth a few times until 
the 10th lap when I leaned my bike over in 
Turn One a little farther than normal. The left 
exhaust pipe grounded out, lifted the rear 
wheel and launched me over the high side at 
about 90 miles an hour. I landed on my head 
and right shoulder. While my first instinct was 
to try to get back on the bike, I soon realised 
that I might have broken something and I 
sat back down. Next thing I knew they were 
loading me into the ambulance and I was 
off to the nearby Halifax hospital for x-rays. 

I remember looking up at the ceiling of the 
ambulance wondering how was I going to win 
the race on Sunday if I was in the hospital? 

It turned out that I had not broken anything, 
but my right shoulder was swelling up fast. 

My parents drove me back over to the track 
and I wanted to see how it felt to sit on the 
bike. While I couldn't move my right arm 
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Above: In Victory Lane I am interviewed by 
race announcer Roxy Rockwood. 

Below right: My Daytona 200 victory 
in 1972 was the first-ever for Yamaha, 
beginning a streak of 13 consecutive wins 
for Yamaha. It was also the first-ever win 
by a two-stroke and at 350cc, it was the 
smallest engine size to ever win the 200 
against a field of motorcycles up to 750cc. 


outward very easily, I was able to sit on the 
bike and reach forward to the handlebars. I 
told Mel to have the bike ready to go Sunday 
nnorning. 

My dad stayed at the track to help Mel 
while my mom drove me back to the hotel. I 
just soaked in a hot bath mixed with Epsom 
Salt all that afternoon. I felt that was the 
only way I could keep the muscles in my 
shoulder loose enough so I could race on 
Sunday. In my mind the win that was in my 
head all these months was still on. After all 
the setbacks I had since getting the axe from 
BSA, I didn't think there were too many more 
things that could get in the way. 



INCORRECT REPORTING 


The news reports from the race all printed Dave Smith, came in third, which gave 

that Geoff had been the leader until his chain Yamaha not only its first-ever Daytona 200 

broke. I had no way of knowing if he was victory, but did it with a 1-2-3 sweep. There 

or not, the leader board said he was. What I were some other milestones recorded, like 

learned a week later from the AMA was that myYamaha being the first two-stroke to win 
despite what the scoreboard was showing the Daytona 200, and, at 350cc, the smallest 

at the track, the final scoring check showed motor to ever win the 200. 

that Geoff had started the race late due to a The biggest milestone for me and my 

fouled spark plug. family, though, was becoming the first 

He had missed the first 2.5-mile lap around father and son to both be Daytona 200 
the banking and joined the race when the pack winners. My father was there, of course, as 

came around to begin lap 2. So instead of was my mother, Florence, sister Nancy, and 

passing me, he was actually only unlapping brother David. 

himself when he went by me and I was later Later, after we had a chance to sit and talk 

credited for leading 10 laps of the race instead about things, I learned that I wasn't the only 
of three. one who was confident about my victory. My 

Because of this mix-up, the Daytona 200 mom showed me some cash she won up in 

forever after started with the field going one of the industry VIP suites after making 

straight into the infield, instead of one lap some bets on me against the field. And 

around the 2.5-mile oval. They realised that speaking of bets, not long after I got home 
Geoff Perry actually had no way of making up from Daytona, Mel Dinesen called me and 
only his 2.5-mile deficit once the field came said a whole truckload of Dunlop race tyres 

around to complete lap one. got delivered to his shop. Paul Butler had 

I was somewhat shocked by what I come through on the bet he and I made, 

thought was sudden good fortune and rode I won lot of races in my racing career, big 

as hard as I could to keep Ray behind me. and small. But only three times did I ever get 

He was a fast and smooth rider and I knew I that feeling in advance, that I knew I would 

would have a battle on my hands. Finally, we win a race. And they were the three biggest 
got to the last lap and everything went great races I won in my career: an Amateur Dirt 

through the infield. I remember when I exited Track National in Oklahoma in 1970, the 100- 

the infield I now had done everything I could Mile 250cc Final atTalladega, also in 1970... 

do myself. It was now up to the bike to be as and the 1972 Daytona 200. 

fast as his one more time. This was, by the I think that taught me to listen to my inner 

way, before any chicanes were installed at voice and trust that I would make good 
Daytona. So it was 2.5 miles wide open to the decisions. And I have to credit my dad for 

chequered flag. I was just along for the ride instilling in me that my biggest goal in racing 

at that point at 163-miles an hour. was very possible, I just needed to overcome 

I took the flag about five or so bike lengths any obstacles that would prevent me from 

ahead of Hempstead. AnotherYamaha rider achieving it. He was right. 
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RACE DAY 

It was the AMAs policy that any rider taken to 
the hospital after a crash had their racing licence 
pulled, so Sunday morning I first needed to go 
to the infield hospital to get checked out by a 
doctor. The outward stiffness was still there and 
painful to have him moving my shoulder around, 
but I had good grip and he cleared me to race. 

I was still stiff and sore for sure, and the 
morning practice session would tell us a lot 
about how competitive I would be. Since the 
life of the little 350cc Yamaha was uncertain 
there was no need to ride the whole session. I 
went just a few laps and got a good lap or two 
in to test my shoulder, then headed to the pits 
and I was ready to race. And ready to win. 

All of the other races had been run and it 
was down to the final event of Bike Week 
1972. There was a lot of tension in the air. I 
remembered well the tragic crash the year 
before when I saw fellow-rookie rider Rusty 


Bradley suffer fatal injuries when he crashed 
going in turn one on the first lap. 

Over at the Suzuki garage they had a big 
drama going on with their severe tyre wear 
problem. They started the week with Dunlop, 
but the company advised Suzuki they could not 
in good conscience allow the riders to gamble 
on making them last for 200 miles (and no, 
nobody had thought of changing tyres during 
the race yet). At the last minute, Goodyear 
arrived with a special, and untested, batch of 
tyres. Suzuki decided to give them a go rather 
than pull out of the race. As for me, I still felt 
good about my chances, even with a stiff 
shoulder. It hurt, but I didn't think it would slow 
me down. 

When it came time to race, I lined up on 
the fifth row. This would be my worst starting 


position of any race since I started racing at the 
National level. But all that concern was wiped 
out after the start. When the green flag fell I 
got a great start and my Yamaha quickly moved 
past a couple of rows of riders. 

The 1972 Daytona 200 would be the last 
race at Daytona where the field would go off 
the line and make a full lap around the 2.5-mile 
oval before heading into the infield. By the time 
the field got to the banking on what is known 
as NASCAR Turn 1 I had gone from my 21st 
starting position to 10th, which was about 
where I had expected to qualify. 

The first few laps were pretty uneventful. 

On the banking I could see a small pack of 
riders pulling away from the group I was in. It 
was expected that the Suzuki and Kawasaki 
two-strokes would be fast at the start, and one 
of each went to the front with Art Baumann and 
Yvon Duhamel. There were also some Honda 
750 four-strokes with Yoshimura lineage up there 
with Gary Fisher and Roger Reiman. 

I thought things would now settle down and 
that I was in a great position to move up to the 
front when the 750s started to drop out. But on 
the third lap, the most surprising thing I could 
have imaged happened. It was actually my bike 
that began to falter. 

I first noticed a slightly different exhaust 
note and the tachometer began to lose a few 
revs. I took to the bottom lane in case I needed 
to pull off and for a while it kept running. But 
eventually I could feel the stress in the motor 
and the revs were falling. Finally, I had to pull in 
the clutch and I was now coasting dead-engine 
at 150-1- mph with the pit entrance coming into 
view. 

At that moment, which seemed like minutes 
flying by, I had to make a decision. Other bikes 
were now speeding past me on the right as I 
headed towards the pits. But as I approached, 
my inner voice just said; "If you go in, you're 
not going to win the race." Quickly I thought, 
what could it hurt if I tried to get it running? So 
I leaned the bike to the right, aimed for the pad 
at the bottom of the track heading to the start- 
finish line and slowly let the clutch out. 

At first, the rear wheel was locked, but in 
maybe a second or two it broke loose and the 
motor restarted. I quickly downshifted a few 
gears and everything felt okay. I was back in 
the race, although I had lost at least twenty or 
more positions. 



Above: In Victory Lane, while runner-up Ray Hempstead looks pensive about his result, I am sharing 
some thoughts with my dad, my mechanic Mel Dinesen and Don Vesco who sponsored and tuned 
for 3rd place finisher Dave Smith. 
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REPLICA G50 ENGINES & REPLICA 
SEELEY RACING MOTORCYCLES 


OFFICIAL EXCLUSIVE U.K & EUROPEAN STOCKISTS & 
DISTRIBUTORS FOR: 



RACt/te PftOPUCTS 


RACE WINNING T.Z. YAMAHA 350 
& 750 REPLICA FRAME/SWINGING 
ARM & FUEL TANK KITS 


OFFICIAL EXCLUSIVE U.K. STOCKIST: 


m 




nacinq GaAnacitfva 


T.T. INDUSTRIES 
5 & 6 SPEED GEARBOXES 


For all Minnovatlon Racing USA Enquiries: 
Please Contact Kenny Cummings 
kcummingsnyc@gmail.com 

For Nordic Countries Minnovation Racing 
Enquiries: Please Contact Lars Sandberg 
lars.g50@telia.com 



Road Racing Suspension 


.TOTALLY 

CUSTOM BUILT TO ORDER 

STEEL OR LIGHTWEIGHT ALUMINIUM SHOCKS 

PATENTED 3 STAGE DAMPING ACTION 

WHOLE SYSTEM CAN BE FINE TUNED 

SCREW COLLAR SPRING PRE-LOAD ADJUSTERS 

SOLO AND SIDECAR 



TEL 01929 554545 after 1pm 

See our new website for full range of shock absorbers 

www.falconshockabsorbers.co.uk 
Email: falconshockabsorbers@hotmail.co.uk 

UNIT 4 SANDFORD FARM, SANDFORD LANE, WAREHAM, 
DORSET BH20 4DY, ENGLAND. 




WE NOW BUILD 
www.ve 

tel.O 
versaste 





FOR SALE 

DAVIESMOTORSPORT HONDA 500/4 RR 


This bike has been ridden by Alan Oversby at Pembrey (CRMC) 
ACU 500 race winner! Isle-of-Man Pre TT 850cc winner, 500cc class 
2nd and new lap record! and Snetterton (CRMC race of the year) 
the bike was also ridden by William Dunlop at this year's 
Isle-of-Man Classic TT. 

This bike comes with open megas and silenced exhaust system! 
This machine also comes with Novas latest dry clutch fitted! also 
Daviesmotorsport own modifications con-rods, slipper pistons, 
valve gear, camshaft and new clutch mechanism. 

ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE TEL JOHN 0781 2 400449 
PRICE £24,500 

SEE US AT THE CLASSIC BIKE SHOW AT STAFFORD 


Tel. John 07812 400449 
Colin 07966 180283 
email, daviesmotorsport@hotmail.co.uk 
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OLGA 

KEVELOS 

le>a.diK^ dad^ 

Sold at an auction in the Banbury area recently was a snnall but interesting 
lot connprised of an ACU-approved 'pudding basin' heinnet and a nunnber of 
trophies, nnedals and other nnotorcycling nnennorabilia. It was the last link 
to one of the nnost interesting wonnen in British nnotorcycle sport through 
the 1950s and 60s - and she was obviously an interesting wonnan in nnany 

other respects as well. 

Words: Bruce Cox Photographs: Mortons Archive 


S he eventually gave up motorcycle 
competition in 1970 and for 26 
years she helped her younger 
brother Ray run his pub in the 
small South Northamptonshire village of 
King's Sutton, just three miles across the 
Oxfordshire border from Banbury. After 
Ray's death, the auction lot was made up of 
the mementoes that he had kept to remind 
him of his sister. 

Right from when she was a middle-class 
wartime teenager, Olga Kevelos showed 
she was rather more adventurous than 
most of her fellow pupils at the exclusive 
King Edward VI High School for Girls in 
Edgbaston, Birmingham. 

In 1943, when she was 19, she saw 
an advertisement in The Times, placed by 
the Department for War Transport, inviting 


women to train for work on the canals. 
Ouitting her job at the Royal Observatory, 
Olga spent the next two years as one of a 
number of all-female volunteer crews who 
manned barges carrying vital war materials 
along the Grand Union Canal between 
London and the Midlands. 

She and her fellow crewmembers were 
nicknamed the 'Idle Women' after the initials 
IW on their badges. Officially, IW stood for 
Inland Waterways, but the traditional boat 
people alongside whom they worked were 
jealous of the newcomers and gave them 
the name, which stuck. 

Left: Olga, right, pictured atThruxton in 
1962 with 500 Mile riding partner Pat 
Wise, left, and Pat's husband Les. 

Below: Goodwood Day 1951 and Olga 
presses on aboard her Norton. 



ClassicRacer 61 




CLASSIC RACER PEOPLE 




But Olga Kevelos later made it clear that 
life had been far from idle for this exceptional 
group of women. "It was hard work with no 
respite at all," she later remembered. "We 
worked an 18 to 20-hour day and nobody 
ever stopped." Nor did the 'Idle Women' 
receive the extra rations enjoyed by the more 
celebrated Land Girls. "We subsisted mainly 
on cocoa with condensed milk, bread and 
peanut butter," she recalled. "I was always 
hungry - all of the time." 

In all, some 45 women took charge of the 
canal boats, which were worked in pairs, 
with each pair crewed by three women. After 
initial training, the volunteers would take 
the helm of the 70-foot narrowboats, which 
were used for transporting Spitfire and other 
war machine parts from the London docks to 
Birmingham. On the return trip they would 
haul coal from Warwickshire to London. And 
after each three-week round trip, they would 
have the option of a week's unpaid leave. 

As Olga discovered, the work was 
arduous and could be unpleasant and 
even dangerous. The cargo was often 
disguised, with weapons and even gold 
bars sometimes concealed amongst more 
innocent freight. 

Top: James-mounted Olga is watched by, 
left to right, Jim Sandiford, Rob Hart, Bill 
Martin and Tony Davis. 

Left: Comparing notes with Reg 
Armstrong ahead of the Hurst Cup Trial 
in 1953. 

Right: A rather damp group of spectators 
watch Olga in the 1963 Clayton Trial. 


62 ClassicRacer 




ClassicRacer 63 




CLASSIC RACER PEOPLE 



64 ClassicRacer 


Living conditions were rough, and the girls 
were often cold and wet, as well as hungry. 
The weather could be appalling, and their craft 
could often be icebound for days on end. For 
the daughter of a well-off middle-class family 
who would normally never have been allowed 
to go out to work, the war was a unique 
and highly unusual experience of heavy and 
prolonged manual labour. 

Olga Valerie Kevelos was born at 
Edgbaston, Birmingham, on November 
6, 1923, the daughter of a wealthy Greek 
financier and his English wife. From school 
she went on to study metallurgy and, with 
the country at war, worked for a time in the 
laboratories of William Mills, the manufacturer 
of the Mills bomb. Always passionate about 
astronomy, she was then lured to London by 
the offer of a job at the Royal Observatory at 
Greenwich. But enemy bombing forced the 
observatory's closure soon afterwards and 
she was evacuated along with other members 
of staff to the Admiralty offices in Bath. 

When National Service for women began 
in 1943, Olga became one of the few who 
joined the waterways as a volunteer. No 
boating experience was called for, but 
applicants had to be "of robust constitution'.' 
After the war she was awarded a government 
grant to study French Medieval History for 
a year at the Cite University in Paris. Fit 
and strong after her wartime exertions, she 
recalled bicycling all over Paris and travelling 
extensively in other parts of Europe. "I was 
one of the first backpackers," she later noted. 

Returning to Birmingham, Olga started her 
own travel agency, harnessing her new-found 
knowledge of Europe. She also helped her 
father and other members of the family run their 
Cherry Orchard restaurant in the city centre. 

A boyfriend keen on motorcycle trials 
encouraged her to try the sport herself and, 
despite having received only a few basic 
lessons, Olga soon impressed with her 
natural aptitude. She was almost immediately 
offered a bike and support by the James 
Motorcycle Company and the following year 
(1948) she rode a little Villiers-engined two- 
stroke some 1000 miles from Birmingham 
to San Remo in Italy to take part in the 
International Six-Day Trial. 

Crashing in the event left her with a broken 
wrist and ankle but, undaunted, she rode the 
bike for the whole of the 1000 miles back 
home with the broken limbs still in plaster! 

In 1949 Olga went on to win the first of 
her two ISDT gold medals, riding a 500cc 
Norton in the International Six-Days Trials in 
Wales. Her second ISDT 'Gold' was won 
in 1953. She was also to ride with varying 
degrees of success in hundreds of observed 
trials, including every Scottish Six-Days Trial 
from 1950 until she finally retired from the 
sport two decades later in 1970. And she 
competed in every International Six-Day Trial 
from 1949 until 1966. 


During that time she won the backing 
of almost every major British motorcycle 
manufacturer involved in trials including Norton, 
James, Francis Barnett and DOT and the Italian 
and Czech manufacturers Parilla and Jawa/CZ 
respectively. And she wasn't just adept at the 
balancing art. She had a need for speed as well 
and drove Norton and JAP-engined Cooper and 
Kieft 500cc Formula 3 racing cars, rode Manx 
Nortons at Silverstone and other circuits and 
an Ariel Arrow Sports 250cc twin in the 1962 
Thruxton 500 Miles race. 

After her ISDT rides with Jawa and CZ in 
the late Sixties, Olga forged close links with 
the then communist Czechoslovakia. Some 


“AFTER HER ISDT RIDES WITH JAWA AND GZ IN 
THE lATE SIXTIES. DLGA FDRGED GIGSE LINKS 
WITH THE THEN GGMIVIDNIST GZEGHGSLGVAKIA” 


Left: Olga battles for grip as she climbs 
Craeg-An-Elain in the 1955 Scottish Six 
Day Trial. 

Above: Lew Ellis and Olga chat before 
the start of the 1956 Scottish Six Day. 


40 years later she retired from motorcycle 
competition and was invited to a Foreign 
Office reception to celebrate the new and 
democratic Czech Republic's accession to the 
European Union. The Prime Minister at that 
time wasTony Blair and he apparently spent 
some time discussing with Olga her views on 
Genghis Khan, a subject about which she had 
once answered questions on the well-known 
TV programme Mastermind! 

"He [Blair] probably wanted a few tips on 
how to successfully invade other people's 
countries," she is said to have commented 
afterwards! 
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Genuine & Aftermarket 
Yamaha TZ parts 
for all Models 



• Fast Friendly service. Worldwide shipping 

• Large stocks of used spares and used TZ's for Sale 

• Top Price Paid for your used Yamaha TZ 




Stop Paying Rental 


Refillable bottles - no disposal costs 
Same fitting as BOC, Air Products & Air Liquide 
Replace the need for disposables 
No bottle rental 
Local Stockists 


Welding cylinders for ^ 

Hobby & Trade users.w 

Available in 4 sizes: 

2L, 9L, 20L & SOL 

RENT FREE refillable 
WELDING Gas Cylinders ^4 


Oxygen, Argon, Nitrogen, Carbon Dioxide, 

5% C02/Argon Mix and 20% C02/Argon Mix. 
Other mixes of gases can be made available 
including Helium Balloon Gas, Propane, 
Forklift gases PLUS NEW 
Acetylene Substitute available. 


We can now supply you 2L, 9L, 20L and SOL* cylinders on a rent-free basis. 
Simply pay a one off bottle deposit and then just pay for the gas refills as you go. 


Ideal for customers who want to be able to do a professional job, but do not want the 
expense of monthly bottle rental on cylinders that are not fully in use. 


T: 0800 612 5704 

www.adamsgas.co.uk 

Call or go online to find your nearest stockist 





INTERSPAN ELECTRONIC 
IGNITION SYjSTEMS 

SYSTEMS FOR RACING/ROAD PERFORMANCE RUNNING 
BIKES ANO CAFE RACERS ON INTERSPAN EQUIPMENT: 


^NEW PRODUCT, 
^ Systems for 
^ road bikes plus ^ 
^12 volt rectifier ' 


> MOTOCROSS 
>GRASSTRACK 

> SPEEDWAY 

>TRIALS/M0T0CR0SS NEW 
GENERATOR MODEL AVAILABLE 


2014 Bob McIntyre Memorial Road 
Race 1st 

ic John Haynes 250cc Ducati, 
over 300 wins plus 12 CRMC 
Championship wins 
I ^ 2014 2nd overall ACU British 
Championships 
I ^ 2014 Pre TT Classic 1st 500cc, 1st 


NEW CLUBMAN PRODUCT NOW AVAILABLE 


The Interspan 8v CLUBMAN 

This Product completes the Interspan Battery Ignition Range 
^ Pro 20v - Soort 1 5v - Clubman 8v 


BSA - TRIUMPH - ARIEL - DUCATI ^ NRE 
ROTAX MATCHLESS ■ VELOCETTE ^ JAP 
MANX NORTON GOLD STAR - HONDA K4 

PROFESSIONAL 
i SERVICING 


Terence House, 24 London Road, Email fred@interspan-ignition.com 
Thatcham, Berkshire RG18 4LQ Tg, 01635 866320 

www.interspan-ignition.conn Mobile 07796 341928 


A NEW member to the 


INTERSPAN Ignition family 
This will be a smaller, lighter 
and cheaper system but still 
with the usual Interspan Quality 
Ignition features! 



DEALERS IN HISTORICAL THOROUGHBRED 
MOTORGYGLES AND SPARE PARTS. RAGING 
MAGHINES AND GOMPONENTS A 
SPEGIALITY 


TGA. CO.UK Ltd, Ferme de Labry, 
02250 Bosmont sur Serre, France 


Phone 0033 323214501 
Fax 0033 323214493 
Mobile 070 50 350 500 
email tga@tga.co.uk 





All my products can be viewed 
on my NEW website: www.tga.co.uk 


Now with shopping facilities and French 
language translation 


TGA is now based in France. This will not affect the way I do business, the only difference is that if you 
want to speak to me you will now have to ring France instead of the UK. It will be easier for Benelux 
customers now as they can visit me by appointment. I am still able to supply parts to my UK customers 
just as before. I will be attending the major shows and CRMC meetings as in the past. 

I still offer the following parts for Classic enthusiasts: 

Complete G50, 7R and Manx replica motors and spare parts. 

A wide selection of Classic replica front and rear brakes. 

A bespoke classic racing machine building service using your choice of parts. 

DUCATI SINGLE CYLINDER parts: Pistons, Cams, Gearboxes, Straight Cut Primary Gears, plus 
also complete machines built to order. 

Probably the most comprehensive range of Classic Glassfibre products that is currently available anywhere. 

If you want a period Fairing, Seat, Mudguard or Beltcover - in a choice of colours - of very high quality 
construction, please enquire for details. Carbon Fibre components also manufactured for the really serious racer. 

NJB Shock Absorbers available from stock or to special order. A fitting service is available at most Classic Race Meetings. 
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A COMPLETE SECONDHAND CLASSIC RACER OR EVEN PARTS? THEN PLEASE 
CONTACT ME, I OFFER A SECONDHAND MACHINE BROKERAGE SERVICE AND CAN USUALLY FIND WHAT YOU 
ARE LOOKING FOR, FROM THE COMMONPLACE TO THE EXOTIC. 

Foreign readers are urged to contact me with their requirements, one call to me and I will do all the hard work for your 
sourcing parts from all the leading Classic Suppliers. 

International despatch is a speciality. 
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Trident Engineering 

Manufacturer of the XR69® 



MOORE 

PERFORMANCE 

ENGINEERING 

Specialist Qear Manufacturer 


^ Alternative ratio gears available for many classic / post classic racing 

machines inc: Honda - Suzuki - Yamaha - Kawasaki - Bultaco - Montesa etc. 
^ Worn / damaged gears and shafts replicated 

^ Conversion sets to convert road gearboxes into ratio’s suitable for racing. 

^ I offs no problem. 


See website for more info and previous commissions 

www.nipe07.co.uk • email: mfo@mpe07.co.uk 
Phone 07854 083780 


UNRIVALLED FIT 

fullv quilted, leather lined interior. 


RACING MOTOR CTCLES Ltd* 




Road specification engines aiso avaiiabie 

Call 01788 890559 www.worksracing.co.uk 
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FORMULA ONE 


M ichael Dunlop came out on 
top in a pulsating Formula 
One ClassicTT contest 
with Bruce Anstey. 

In a four-lap bout that pitched Dunlop's 
heavyweight 1200cc four-stroke Suzuki 
in a straight head-to-head with Anstey's 
lightweight 500cc Yamaha two-stroke, 
it was all decided by an unscheduled pit 


stop to wire up a loose exhaust on the latter 
machine. 

With one win apiece in the previous 
FI ClassicTTs, there was little to choose 
between two of road racing's biggest names 
on machines that were top of their game in 
their respective eras. 

The extra capacity and superior tyres 
make Steve Wheatman's XR69 replica, 


ridden by Dunlop, a better package than 
in the early 1980s when campaigned by 
Graeme Crosby and Mick Grant. But there's 
no doubt that Clive Padgett's ex-factory 500 
YZR of a decade later has superior speed 
and agility in Anstey's hands. 

Ryan Farquhar led by a solitary second 
from Dunlop at Glen Helen on lap one, 
followed by Peter Hickman, Dean Harrison 
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NNETTS 


ISLE OF MAN 

/fa^as’^ 28-31 2015 


Now in its third year, the ClassicTT is firmly established as one of the world's greatest 
classic festivals. John Watterson reports on some red-hot racing on theTT Mountain Circuit. 


Words: John Watterson Photographs: Peter Faragher and John Watterson 


and James Hillier. Steady away, Anstey was 
down the order a little in seventh. 

William Dunlop was already a retirement 
on theTeam National Motorcycle Museum 
Norton, his third early bath in what was 
a miserable week for him. He didn't even 
get far in the Norton Rotary parade lap. His 
younger sibling had powered into a 0.169 
second lead over Farquhar's Team Winfield 


Yamaha at Ballaugh, the latter clocking 
173mph on Sulby Straight. 

Harrison had muscled his way into the 
lead at Ramsey Hairpin - where 1.3 seconds 
covered the first five - but his race on the 
Steelcote Solutions 750 Kawasaki ended 
with retirement on the Mountain Mile. 

Anstey leapt from third at Ramsey to first 
in Douglas, completing the opening circuit 


in a record time of ISmin 13.707sec - 
averaging 124.190mph. He had eight 
lOths of a second in hand over Dunlop, 
with Farquhar another 2.1s down on 
the big four-stroke Yamaha. Hickman, 
Hillier, David Johnson, Gary Johnson, Lee 
Johnston and Jamie Coward all lapped in 
excess of 121 mph. 

Anstey reached Ramsey Hairpin 15 
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Main: The eyes have it! The concentration 
on James Hiiiier's face says it all. 

Right: Kiwis can fly - Bruce Anstey attacks 
Ballacrye at full chat. 

Far right: In typical all-action style 
Michael Dunlop leads David Johnson over 
the crest approaching Kate's Cottage. 
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FORMULA ONE 

seconds faster on lap two than he did on the 
opener, so there was much speculation as to 
what his lap would be this time. Incredibly, it 
was 126.261 mph, the first sub-18 minute lap 
in the short history of the Classic TT. 

TheValvoline Racing by Padgett's 
Motorcycles Yamaha was absolutely flying 
and the lead at half-distance was 12 seconds 
over Dunlop, who himself had lapped at very 
nearly 125mph. Farquhar was safely settled 
in third ahead of Hillier and Australian David 
Johnson on theTeam York Suzuki. 

Michael Rutter was lapping well on the 
beefed-up 1200cc version of the Ducati his 
father Tony raced in the 1980s, averaging an 
impressive 119mph. 


7 ^ 

'^' Anstey, who almost lost control of the 500 
Yamaha as he braked heavily entering the pit: : 
lane, lost time as cable ties were fastened to 
theYZR's seat unit. Dunlop also had a long v,'‘ 
stop, theTeam Classic Suzuki camp changing 
the rear wheel and struggling briefly with the . 
filler cap, but he had nevertheless moved 
ahead of the Kiwi on corrected timing. That , 
was confirmed at Glen Flelen, where the 
Ulsterman was one second clear. Hickman 
had retired the Mistral Kawasaki at the 33rd 
Milestone, elevating Hillier up to fourth and 
Davy Johnson fifth. 

Dunlop had got the message and was 
really pushing the pace. At Ramsey he was 
three seconds ahead of Anstey, but the latter 




THE PADGETT’S TEAM DID WONDERS 
DNDER PRESSURE, RUT MORE THAN 
ONE FUEL MINUTE WAS LOST. ” 


Irocketed'up the hnountain and was back in . 
.front by 0.96 of a second at the Bungalow.^ 

- f Sf’ Then, sensationally, Anstey was black- 
-.flagged for a loose exhaust and he hadJ;o pilpi 
' for emergency work on the left-side hanger.^Si 
: The Padgett's team did wonders under',^ 
pressure, but more than one full minute 
was lost. 

At Ballaugh, with half a lap remaining, 

Dunlop had a 49s advantage over Farquhar, 
with Hillier third and Anstey fourth - a full 
1 min 08sec off the lead. 

Dunlop was cruising, but Anstey had 
certainly not given up on a podium place. 

He rocketed past Hillier on the mountain 
climb and was a mere seven lOths down on 
Farquhar with a mile-and-a-bit to go at 
Cronk-ny-Mona. 

The nimble 500 was far superior to 
Farquhar's weighty 1200 on the twists and 
turns of the Nook and Governor's Bridge, 
enabling Anstey to grab the runner-up spot by 
1.9 seconds at the chequered cloth. 

Ballymoney man Dunlop rounded off a 
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'typically determined ride with a best lap ;■>■ . black flagged at the end of the third I thought . 
JBKof 125.050mph, his fastest on a classic it was race over. The team wired the' exhaust.'- 
^^machine, to seal a race record.- "People didn't'-' up and I rode my heart out on the last lap.'. 
^Think I could go so quickly on this machine," - ' ' ■ : A piece of Jock-wire held it all together - the ■ ’ 
'T ' he said. "Bruce's bike is a lot lighter than ' bike was running beautifully." 

AJ mine, but I said 1^ would show them what" I ■ Farquhar was happy to get on the podium 

■ could do on the Suzuki.: ■ after a few early issues. "The bike was 

. "The boys did a good wheel change under ' working really well. I won the International 
pressure, it's a heavy bike to be playing around Classic race on it at Phillip Island at the 
with, and the Dunlop tyres worked really beginning of the year, but it's hard going 

well. We had a bit of an oil leak, but I'd got a wrestling it round here at that speed for four 
message that I needed to go on the final lap laps." 

so I pushed really hard to Glen Helen. Hillier brought the Greenall Racing 

"I then got a board with PI +b4 so I knew Kawasaki into fourth place only 5.8 seconds 
things were pretty safe. If I had needed to go off the podium. David Johnson was fifth on 
harder I was up for the fight. A big thanks to the Team York Suzuki and Coward sixth on 

Steve and the team. To beat a GP bike round the Mistral Racing Kawasaki. The top 10 was 

here is pretty awesome, what more can I completed by Johnston (Team Classic Suzuki), 

say?" Gary Johnson (Yamaha), Dan Kneen (Padgett's 

Anstey admitted that the YZR had been a 0W01 ) and Rutter on the resplendent big 

bit flat on power at the start, but had cleared Redfox Grinta Ducati. 

itself once he had given it some throttle out The leading privateer was South African 

of Quarter Bridge. Allan Venter on the Top Gun Racing Kawasaki 

"I rode hard on lap two, but when I was in 14th place. 






500CC CLASSIC TT 



FORMULA TWO 


Ryan Kneen had the distinction of becoming 
the first Manx-born rider to win a Classic 
TT when establishing a race record in the 
Formula Two event. 

Riding Rob Brew's 1 992 V-twin Yamaha 
4DR in what was his first proper outing on a 
two-stroke, he went all-out to catch James 
Cowton on Pete Berwick's similar bike from a 
standing start. 

Having assessed his charge's sector times 
in qualifying, Brew upped the Yamaha's 
gearing one tooth to give Kneen more speed 
on the fast run to Glen Helen. It worked and 
the lead was five seconds after nine miles, 
increasing to 11.6s at Ramsey Hairpin after 
getting ahead of Cowton on the road. 

Twice winner of the Manx Grand Prix, Kneen 
produced a standing start record lap of 20min 
04.539sec (112.763mph) to give him a 13.6s 
advantage over Cowton. Rhys Hardisty was a 
clear third on another Yamaha twin, in front of 
the leading 600, which was ridden by Shaun 
Anderson. 

Ian Lougher, initially fourth on the Eddie 
Laycock and Gerry Lawlor-tuned LayLaw 
Yamaha, retired from seventh place at the end 
of the lap with a duff ignition. 


Cowton put on a charge on lap two to 
retake Kneen on the road and up the lap 
record to 113.232mph with the F2 class's 
first sub-20 minute circuit. The lead was 
down to 9.7s going into the pits, but 
Kneen's stop was considerably slicker, 
enabling him to get back out on the road 
ahead of his main rival. Hardisty was still 
third in front of Chris Moore and David 
Hewson. 

At Ramsey on lap three Kneen appeared 
to have the race in his control and he 
enjoyed a 16-second advantage heading 
down Bray Hill for the fourth time. 

Kneen produced his best lap on the final 
circuit at 113.075mph to secure a winning 
advantage of 11.9 seconds and a record 
average for the race of 111.481 mph. 

Registering his first Mountain Course 
finish, Rhys Hardisty, whose father Charles 
died during the 1998 Production TT, 
produced an excellent ride to come home 
third on the EPS Motorcycles Yamaha. He 
was the leading privateer. 

Moore and Hewson were next, with 
Shaun Anderson the best of the 600cc 
four-strokes in sixth on the Kawasaki. 


‘ HARRISON IMMEDIATELY JUMPED INTO A 
NINE-SECOND LEAD OVER LOUGHER AT THE 
HAIRPIN, WITH JOHNSTON UP TO THIRD AT 
ANOTHER FOUR SECONDS” 
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You have to turn the clock back to 1972 for 
the last time two MVs finished on the podium 
in the Isle of Man. On that occasion it was 
a one-two for Giacomo Agostini and Alberto 
Pagani in what was to be the last appearance 
of the factory Agustas on the Mountain 
Course. 

Four decades on. Dean Harrison and Lee 
Johnston rode the Kay family's Black Eagle 
Racing triples to first and third places in the 
500cc Classic TT. 

They were split by the Paton twin of Ian 
Lougher, who kicked himself for a second 
successive pit lane speeding penalty. 

'Mint, I'm over the moon,' said ever-cheerful 
Yorkshireman Harrison at the finish, while 
the similarly chatty Ulsterman questioned 
why anyone would want to let a couple of 
'muppets', like he and Dean, loose on an MV 
over the Mountain Course? 

Both machines finished with identical oil 
leaks from the right-hand crankcase, but other 
than that they ran faultlessly. 

Johnston stalled his triple seconds before 
the start, losing him a bit of time on the 
initial stretch to Glen Helen, where John 
McGuinness led by a solitary second from 
Ryan Farquhar on the other Winfield Paton. 

Harrison was third, at another four seconds, 
followed by Lougher, Johnston and Michael 
Dunlop, who had likened the vibrations from 
his Molnar Manx Norton to that of a washing 
machine as he warmed the bike up on 
Glencrutchery Road. 

His brother William was an early retirement 
on the Honda K4, along with Maria Costello 
on Peter Breugger's Paton at Appledene with 
a broken fuse. 

The Patons of Lougher and Farquhar were 
quickest through the speed trap at Sulby 
Straight at 146.8 and 145.6mph respectively, 
but their races were almost over. 

McGuinness pulled up at Parliament Square 
when the retaining bolts in the front disc 
loosened off and the disc started sawing into 
the fork leg. It was his third lap-one retirement 
in as many attempts at the Classic TT on 
the Paton. Farquhar's near-identical machine 
stopped a few yards later on Albert Road. 

Harrison immediately jumped into a 
nine-second lead over Lougher at the Hairpin, 
with Johnston up to third at another four 
seconds. A standing start lap of 110.463mph 
gave Harrison an initial advantage of almost 
16s over Lougher, with Johnston another 
2.5s back in third. All three lapped in under 
21 minutes. 

Lougher went for an early splash and 
dash fuel stop, but for the second year in 
succession he was slapped with a 30-second 
penalty for exceeding the 60kph limit on the 
exit to pit lane. 

This and the fuel stop combined dropped him 
to eighth place at Glen Helen on lap two. 

Michael Dunlop moved up to third, 27s 
down on fellow countryman Johnston, with 
Danny Webb and Alan Oversby also benefiting 
from Lougher's error. Dan Cooper was 
dropping down the order and stopped one 
mile later at Cronk-y-Voddy. 

Keith Amor, 12th, had stopped at the pits 
with fuel leaking out of the tank onto his 






Left: Dean Harrison, making a 
beautiful noise through Union Mills, 
on his way to victory. 




legs, but later said that he only continued for 
bike ownerTony Dunnell's sake as he wanted 
to get him a finish. Close behind, James 
Cowton, 14th, also stopped at the pits on the 
D&M Honda, but did not continue. 

Dunlop was pushing hard on the four-valve 
Molnar Manx, but making no impression on 
the leading MVs at Ramsey. Harrison and 
Johnston both lapped in excess of llOmph on 
lap two and the gap between first and second 
was very nearly 18s at half-distance. But the 
MVs needed to stop for fuel, with Dunlop 
sailing straight down Glencrutchery Road on 
the less thirsty Norton to jump into a brief lead. 

Harrison had regained a three-second 
advantage at Glen Helen on lap three, with 
Dunlop 14s up on Johnston. Lougher had 
already made his way back up to fourth. 

Olie Linsdell retired the Royal Enfield from 
ninth place at the pits, while Mark Herbertson 
dropped out of 10th spot at Quarter Bridge. 

It was rapidly turning into another race of 
attrition, even at the top end of the field. Next 
to go was Alan Oversby in seventh, with 
clutch problems on the Davies Motorsport 
Honda. 

With one lap to go Lougher was back up to 
second place, 25s down on Harrison and one 
fifth of a second in front of Dunlop, who was 
on a no-stop strategy with the Norton. Danny 
Webb stopped the second of Andy Molnar's 
bikes at the pits, to make it 29 retirements by 
three-quarters distance. 

Johnston was back in front of Dunlop with 
half a lap to go, while leader Harrison was still 
holding Lougher at bay up ahead. 

A light shower of rain swept in across 
the tops of the course, where Dunlop 
was reported as stopped at the end of the 


Mountain Mile. It was the end of a gallant 
effort on the leading single. 

Harrison powered down through Hillberry 
and Cronk-ny-Mona for the final time with 
plenty in hand. At the line he was 26.8s ahead 
of Lougher on corrected timing to claim his 
first 500cc Classic TT victory. 

" I was a bit wary of the tyres to begin 
with," said the Bradfordian. "I saw both 
McGuinness and Farquhar stopped at 
Ramsey on the first lap. I caught Lougher on 
the climb. He re-passed me, but I got him 
back again before the end of the lap. I never 
saw him again. 

"I was told at my pit stop that I had a 21 
second lead. The bike never missed a beat. 
David and Mark Kay did a terrific job with it." 
He was unaware Lougher could possibly have 
won the race without the 30 second penalty. 

Lougher was gutted with his repeat mistake. 
In 2014 he had made all the time back up to 
go on and win the race, but there was no 
such luck for the 52-year-old Welshman on this 
occasion. "I am really sorry for the Linsdell and 
Cabassi families, as I know how fantastic their 
preparation is. The bike was faultless. There are 
no pit lane limiters on these machines and I 


thought I was slow out of the pits." 

Lee Johnston, in third, also finished with oil 
on his boots, similar to team-mate Harrison. 
"I'm a bit of a poof when it comes to oil and 
I backed off," said the Ulsterman. "The bikes 
are hand-built, so you have to expect a bit of 
oil here and there." 

Jamie Coward's Craven Norton was the 
first British single behind the three Italian 
multis, finishing a fraction over 10s in front of 
fellow Yorkshireman Chris Swallow on Dave 
Kenah's machine. Keith Amor's persistence 
paid off, enabling him to present Tony Dunnell 
with a top-six finish on his Manx. 

The best privateer was serial Mountain 
Course finisher Dave Madsen-Mygdal in 
seventh spot on the Team Gimbert Honda 
four. Ivan Lintin's ClassicTT debut resulted in 
eighth place on Brian Richards's Seeley, with 
veteran campaigner Wattie Brown making a 
welcome comeback in ninth on his Norton, 
the best privateer single. 

Phil McGurk believes his 10th place may 
include the fastest lap by a BSA Gold Star to 
finish on the Mountain Course. He lapped at 
99.056mph on David Hardman's Goldie on 
lap two. 
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CLASSIC RACER EVENT 


350CC CLASSIC TT 



Still a relatively new convert to classic racing, 
Michael Rutter recorded his first ClassicTT 
win in the 350cc Junior race. 

Riding Ian Garbutt's Ripley Land K4, he 
finished well clear of leading privateers Phil 
McGurk and Doug Snow in a somewhat 
eventful three-lap race. "I was relieved that 
the race was shortened; four laps is a lot on 
these," said the 43-year-old, four-time former 
TT winner from Stourbridge. 

Rutter had another reason to be relieved, as 
the exhaust was split at the finish and it was 
debatable whether he would have got another 
lap in. "It's a fantastic little bike, but there was 
a bit of a misfire and I thought it was going 
to stop on the final lap," he continued. "I kept 
my head down and managed to get it home. 
You need a bit of luck with these things." 

The race was delayed almost four hours on 
what was an idyllic Bank Holiday Monday after 
problems with theTetra radio communications 
system. Fortunately, the issue was diagnosed 
and the system re-booted to enable a start. 

Rutter took it easy off the line with a full tank 
and later said that he'd kept the revs down 
for the first two laps. But nine miles in he had 
already established a near-five second lead 
over Dan Cooper on Andy Molnar's baby Manx. 
William Dunlop and Jamie Coward were only 
fractions of a second down in third and fourth. 

Alan Oversby was the first of several riders 
to incur a 30-second penalty for the illegal use 


of mobile phones by support teams in the 
warm-up/pit areas. 

Two early notifications of mechanical 
problems involved Hefyn Owen at 
Quarterbridge and Pete Boast at Braddan. 

Lee Johnston, the 350cc winner 12 months 
earlier, was a retirement at Ballaugh. He 
had been seventh at Glen Helen on the MV. 
His Black Eagle Racing team-mate. Dean 
Harrison, was a non-starter. 

Opening laps in excess of lOOmph gave 
Rutter a reduced lead of 1.9s over Cooper, 
with Keith Amor up to third on Tony Dunnell's 
Norton and Chris Swallow a close fourth on 
Mike Fawcett's Aermacchi, both at 98mph 
average speeds. 

The Davies Motorsport Hondas of Oversby 
and William Dunlop were signalled as 
retirements at Sulby and Parliament Square 
respectively. Cam Donald stand-in Danny 
Webb halted the Molnar Manx at Gwen's, on 
the exit to Ballaugh, and leading 250 rider Jeff 
Ward went out at Crosby on the Suzuki. 

Dunlop had also earlier received a 30-second 
penalty for a technical infringement, so too had 
Maria Costello on Bob Jackson's T20 
Suzuki. Olie Linsdell slid off his 
Flitwick Motorcycles Honda at 
Signpost, without injury. 

Up-and-coming young 
Welshman, Alex Sinclair, pulled 
up the CSC Racing Honda at 


the pits with engine problems and did not 
continue. He was ninth at the time. 

Cooper continued to nibble away at Rutter's 
lead and was only 0.8 of a second down on 
corrected timing at Glen Helen on lap two. 

He was ahead by 1.7s at Ballaugh and 2.8s 
at Ramsey, with Swallow slipping farther 
behind on the pushrod Aermacchi. Amor was 
the next to join the rapidly growing list of 
retirements, at Quarry Bends. 

Rutter fought back over the mountain and 
had reduced Cooper's lead to 1.397s at 
two-thirds distance, both men having lapped 
at more than 101 mph. Swallow, McGurk, 

Nigel Moore and Doug Snow made up the top 
six with one circuit remaining. 

Cooper's race ended eight miles later at 
Ballacraine, leaving Rutter with a huge 53s 
lead over Swallow at Glen Helen with 28 
miles to go. The gap to McGurk was 39s, with 
Moore at another 18s. 

Bill Swallow retired the AJS 7R at 
Barregarrow and son Chris was slipping ever 
further behind the race leader. At Ramsey 
the gap was 1 min 11.9sec, but the Aermacchi 
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failed to complete the final climb and he was 
reported as a retirement at the Les Graham 
Memorial on the Verandah. 

This elevated Ulsterman Moore to a 
possible podium spot, but he was overdue 
at Cronk-ny-Mona and later posted as a 
retirement. Doug Snow was elevated to 
third on the Ducati single, 46s behind 
McGurk who, in turn, was 2m 14s behind 
race winner Rutter. 

" I kept tucked in all the way and was 
careful with every gear change," said Michael. 
"One major over-rev can spell disaster on 
these bikes." His best lap was the last, at 
102.356mph. 

Phil McGurk, who also took the top 
privateers award, was in disbelief at the finish. 
"It's been worth the wait," said the Oldham 
garage owner. "It was fairly uneventful, I only 
saw about three other riders throughout the 
whole of the race. 

"I had no signals so I rode at my own pace. 
If that is quick enough to get on the podium, 
then so be it. Our number one engine blew in 
practice, so we used last year's for the race. It 
hadn't been refreshed. 

"The bike belongs to Chris Hughes of 
Louth and it ran like a dream. I had one 
moment at Ballaugh when I grabbed a handful 
of front brake and it protested! " 

Doug Snow revealed that he had nursed his 


Ducati to the finish. "I was unaware where I 
was in the race, I just rode at the speed I can 
do. It's nice to be back here in the winners' 
enclosure again, but it's a bit of a surprise." 

Dave Madsen-Mygdal brought his Team 
Gimbert Honda into fourth place ahead of 
leading TT man James Hillier on a similar 
machine. Mark Herbertson was on the leading 
British machine, an AJS 7R, in fifth, ahead of 
high number Stephen Harper, Ewan Hamilton 
and Dave Mat ravers. 

The leading 250 was the Yamaha of Dave 


Edwards in 23rd place, one in front of Bud 
Jackson on the Suzuki. Maria Costello was 
looking good for a top 250 finish on Bud's 
brother Bob's T20 Suzuki, but she eventually 
pushed the bike home from Governor's Dip to 
finish 36th, with a bronze replica. 


With no time to enjoy 
the view Phil McGurk 
plunges down Bray 
Hill on his way to a 
fine runner-up spot. 




Ik 






Michael Rutter, pictured here on his way to Junior 
victory, had a somewhat eventful ride on the Ripley 
Land Seeley G50 in the Senior Classic TT, a race he had 
led 12 months earlier. 

He stopped twice in the first 10 miles when the fuel 
tap was closed by heavy vibrations. Rutter struggled to 
restart the bike at Sarah's Cottage, an uphill right-hander, 
and when he did restart he almost disappeared into a 
field. 

The problem persisted and he stopped again within a 
short distance where he cadged a zip-tie off an enduro 
bike rider watching the race. The G50 then ran fine but 
Rutter's opening lap was 37 minutes long, placing him 
62nd and last. Two laps of 106mph moved him up the 
order, only for the front tyre to delaminate, resulting in a 
retirement at Gorse Lea on the final circuit. 
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All Tyre Sizes In Stock 

Please Ring Our Racing Dept Direct : 
01925 766380 
01925 766987 

Mail Order 48hr & 24hr Available or Fully Fitted 

Unit D1 Taylor Business Park 

Warrington 

Cheshire 

WA3 6BL 



World Famous Gearboxes 

The Choice of Champions! | 

Used by 500cc Champion , 

Kevin Schwantz riding Ken McIntosh's Manx 


The Team atTT Industries, would like to 
congratulate the following riders who are using 
gearboxes made by TT Industries 


1st 

DEAN HARRISON 

Internals made 

3rd 

LEE JOHNSTON 

Internals made 

5th 

CHRIS SWALLOW 

AMC gearbox 

6th 

KEITH AMOR 

AMC gearbox 

8th 

IVAN LINTIN 

AMC gearbox 

12th 

BRUNO LEROY 

Albion 

(made for and available only 
from Godet Motorcycles) 


Please call or email us 
now for more details 


TT Industries - Nelson New Zealand 
Ph: +64 3 5471517 
Email: ttindustries@xtra.co.nz 

www.ttindustries.com 



MOTO 


LOUIGI 


SHOULD Bm 
. DONE. . 


UK^s No.l Independent Ducati Specialist 


Multiple Championship Winning Machine Preparation 

• Roc© E/igine Developirffiri! 

• SuspensicHi and Seiop Service 

• In -house Pro Dyno- PodJity 


Indeperdeni Ducoli Service Centre 

Ducoli Foclory Troined and Fully 
Indeniufod Technicions 


OptiorKil Ducoti Menu Service or 
Bespoke Service 

MecKonicalj Eledricol and Fuef System 
Diognoslic Service 

Roce Bites Preporolion cmd Trock Support 
Rood and Track Performance Upgrades 


Bespoke Fuet and Ignition 
Mopping to your ECU 

Resforoiion ond Redomotion 
On-site Panel ond Paint Shop 
Approved Insuronce Repairs 


PI Class Winning Machine Formula 1 Classic TT 2014 

□ 1 76 1 453366 



Blacmord 


Financial services 



Pro TT Classic Road Races 

Friday, Saturday and Monday 
27th, 28th & 30th May 2016 

www.southernl OO.com 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Regulations, Entry Forms 
and Information 
George Peach 
07624 471301 


Press and Media 
Information 
Phil Edge 
07624 479885 


Prize Presentation & Concours D’ Elegance takes place in 
Castietown Square, Tuesday 31st May - 2.00pm 

PostTT Road Races - Saturday 11th June 2016 

isle of Man Steam Packet International Southern 100 
Road Races 11th - 14th July 2016 

‘the friendly races’ 
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The CRMC Donington Park Festival proved to be an action-packed weekend, with close racing, stunning parade 
nnachinery and fornner Grand Prix stars around every corner. Russ Lee and Grahann Lawlor share the experience. 


Words: Grahann Lawlor Photographs: Russ Lee. 


2. Paul Firth (far right), who made 
a moving speech on behalf of his 
brother, who lost his life at the 
2014 MGP, presents the Gary Firth 
Memorial Trophy to Alex Sinclair, 
watched by Paul's partner Joanne 
and Freddie Spencer. 


1. Andreas Jelden (57, Yamaha 
FJ1200) earned himself the proddie 
rider of the weekend bubbly with 
four wins in the senior class, 
consolidating his position at the 
head of the championship table. 




CLASSIC RACER EVENT 


CRMC DONINGTON PARK 

CLASSIC FESTIVAL 

7 - 8-9 






3. Richard Molnar has been knocking on the 
door of a big win for some time and he really 
arrived in the big time with victory in Sunday's 
incident-filled Minnovation/ACU Classic 500 
race. Molnar, Lee Hodge (Minnovation G50) and 
Alex Sinclair (Fox Egli Vincent) battled tooth 
and nail for seven thrilling laps until mechanical 
trouble caused Sinclair to crash, also taking out 
the unfortunate championship leader Hodge. 


4. At 45 years of age Ian Simpson (BSRTZ350) 
seems to be enjoying his racing more than ever. 
The 'Dalbeattie Destroyer' was in blistering 
form, winning the Scitsu/ACU PC 350 race and 
finishing a close runner-up to Spike Edwards 
(Honda RS500) in the Wheatcroft Trophy. 


5. Duncan Fitchett (Manx) passes beyond the 
point of no return in Saturday's first NOC 500 
Classic GP race. Fortunately, only pride was 
injured in the incident. 


6. Riding Martin Jones' RS500 Honda, Spike 
Edwards narrowly saw off theTZ350s of Ian 
Simpson and George Hogton-Rusling to scoop 
the Classic Racer-donated £500 first prize in the 
Classic Racer/Hercberg international Wheatcroft 
Trophy race. 
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7 It was a great weekend for slidies fans with 
six races in total, including the UK rounds of 
the Camathias Cup. Eddy Wright/Kieran Clarke 
(BMW 1040) were in invincible form, winning 
all six and earning themselves the racers of the 
weekend award. 

8. Alex Sinclair was thrilled to have a spin on 
Mike Braid's ex-Capirossi Moto GP Ducati in 
the feature bikes parade. 

9. First corner Lansdowne action as Alex 
Sinclair (GB Access Manx), Mike Edwards 
(Ripley Land G50), Duncan Fitchett (GB Access 
Manx) and Glen English (25, Manx) lead the 
charge. With three wins Edwards extended 
his lead at the top of the Bonhams British GP 
championship, but race three saw an ecstatic 
Sinclair edge out Edwards to record his first 
ever victory over the multiple British champion 
and Macau GP winner. 
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10. High speed synchronicity as Ant 
Hart (75, Harris TZ350), Mike Cooper 
(24, Craven TZ350) and Dean Stimpson 
(4,VeryardTZ350) demonstrate CRMC 
racing at its best. 

11. Freddie Spencer rolls back the years 
on board Richard Grantham's 1985 
Rothmans Honda RS500R, flanked 

by Mike 'Spike' Edwards (121) and 
Richard Parker (20) riding Martin Jones' 
RS500S. 

12. Jim Redman presents the prizes 
for the Scitsu Instruments/ACU PC 350 
round. Left to right: George 
Hogton-Rusling (GourlayTZ), winner 
Ian Simpson (BSRTZ) and third-place 
man Mike Cooper (Craven TZ). 





CLASSIC RACER EVENT 


13. Richard Molnar has a smile a yard wide 
after winning the Minnovation/ACU 500 Classic 
round on Brian Camp's Molnar Manx. Left 
to right, Mike Hose (second place, Weslake), 
Richard Molnar, Harley Rushton (third place. 
Craven Manx) and Sammy Miller. 


14. Russ 'Billy' Roebury (9, Smiths RS Honda) 
almost completely obscures Ant Hart (75, MT 
Honda) in the PC125 event. As usual. Hart was 
consistently the quickest rider in the piston port 
class, while the open class wins were shared by 
Fernando Mendes and Alan Major (both RS125). 


82 ClassicRacer 



f 

.1 

©i 

'cs 


ii'l 





















Features include: 

• All British manufactured. 

• Easy, one-man loading, 

• Adjustable for - Vintage, Modern, Race, 

Off-road motorcycles and scooters, 

• Ideal for - van, trailer, workshop, transportation 

and storage. 

• Strong - as used by professionals 

• Light weight- all welded chassis- powder coated 

with stainless steel pins. 


• Thatcham version 

enables standard 
transport usage 
and HIGH security 
as a ground anchor. 



Stand: front or rear fitting 



as used by: 

BSB, 

Classic race teams, 
Police forces, 
Ducati UK, 
Suzuki GB, 
Condor Ferries 


Transport 




Bumpstop with optional 
Large sub-plate 


£ 106.00 Standard version 
£ 125.00 Thatcham version 
£ 15.00 Large sub-plate 
£ 20.00 Strap kit (handle bar strap & 2 tie-downs) 


all prices excluding 
VAT & delivery 
Typical UK delivery £10.00 


available from: WWW.bumpStOp.CO.uk 

e-mail: sales@bumpstop.co.uk 

tel: 01604 845050 

Visit the new website with NEW products 
STANDS / RAMPS / STRAPS 



E.G.P. Enterprises ( 

MOTORCYCLE JUMBLES" 

Kempton Park Racecourse, TW 16 5AQ (J 1 off M3) 



Southern Classic 
Off -Road Shouf & 
Motorcycle Jambte 
Sat, Sth Dec 2015 


^ ACE CAFE LONDON PRESENTS I 
"FLAT TRACK CORNER" : 



Admission: Adult £6,00 Child/OAP £5.00 
Gales open at 9.30am 

Food & Refreshments availabSe - Free carpark 
Selling your bike? Why not try our Bike Mart? 

NOW TAKING CLUB €f PRIVATE ENTROISt 

Contact: Eric Patterson Tel: 01344 883961 
Mob: 07796136203 / 07717696184 
Email: ericegpatterson@btintemet.com 

WWW.EliP-ENI'EBPRiSKS.CO.lIK 


'NORMOUS 



NORMOUS 

NEWARK 


N E WARK 
AUTOJUMBLE 

Newark & Notts Showground, 
Newark-on-Trent, Notts NG24 2NY 

(June A1/A46/A47-signed) 

SUN NOV IS 


CUSTOMER EARLY BIRD PASS 8am-9am £10 


Also: Dec 13, Jan 31, Feb 20 

DAY ADMISSION 10am - £ 6 


LARGEST + BEST ONE-DAY AUTOJUMBLE IN UK - over 3000 plots previously - inside and out - vast classic display - 
up to 1000+ (cars, bikes, commercials, kits, custom, etc) - FREE DISPLAY AREA for classic cars and motorcycles (just pay 
admission charge) - FREE Trade Papers. FREE Sat night camping & caravanning (toilets and breakfasts available) for 
stallholders - FREE stewarded customer parking. Established 30 years of leading successful events. Demo, restoration and 
trade stalls welcome. Plots from only £18 pre-booked. 

Send SAE for booking form or download from website. 

Over 3000+ plots previously - reduced admission for classics from 10am 

MORTONS MEDIA GROUP LTD Media Centre, Morton Way, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6JR 
Tel. 01507 529470 Mob: 07824 145472 Email rgraham(a)mortons.co.uk 
Web. www.newarkautojumble.co.uk 


aOBIKEMACT 


CLASSIC 
Car Buyer 
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CLASSIC RACER SPORT 



2 The Earlystocks have made a 
welcome addition to the BHR ranks 
and Alec Gilfillan took his Suzuki 
GSX1100ET to all four wins. He 
had to fight hard for the last one, 
with Ben Kingham less than half a 
second back at the chequered flag. 


3 Tony Banister and Colin Banks 
fight to keep their big wheel 
Thunderbird outfit ahead of 
similarly mounted Adam Pope and 
John Christopher. They succeeded 
but only by a 10th of a second. 

Pope and Christopher got their own 
back next time out but neither crew 


British Historic Racing moved to Derbyshire and Darley Moor in August. 
MikeYiend went along to capture all the action. 


1 Mike Powell leads Dave Matravers 
in the early stages of the first Bob 
Newby Championship race. He 
couldn't hold Matravers off though 
and had to settle for second place 
in all four outings, while Matravers 
scooped all four wins. There was 
never much in it with the last race 
decided by only 0.34 of a second. 



could get near Julian Bishop's big 
Vincent. 

4 Ian Scutt took his 125 Bantam to 
a narrow victory over Mike Powell 
in race one but that was his last 
trip to the top step of the podium, 
as Powell took the remaining three 
wins by ever-increasing margins. 

5 Simon Clover and his Norton 
ES2 were untouchable in theTuers 
Garage pre-1948 championship 
winning all four races - three of 
them by over a lap. Only Ben 
Kingham and his Vincent Comet 
got even remotely close in the last 
outing. 

6 Geoff Mills' very pretty 250 
Ducati went as well as it looked, 
taking him to three wins and a 
second place in the 1963-72 250cc 
Championship 

7 Ben Kingham's BMW K100 has 
found a new home with the addition 
of Earlystocks to the BHR roster and 
it acquitted itself well with three 
thirds and a second against the big 
Suzukis and Kawasakis. It was in 
the BEARS class where bike and 
rider really shone, winning all four. 
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Words: and Photographs: MikeYiend 






Carole 


STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTYSHOWGROUND, ST18 OBD 

GATES OPEN SATURDAY 9AM - 6PM & SUNDAY 9AM - 5PM 


OCTOBEifI 

20IS 


17-18 


• THOUSANDS OF SPARES, PARTS 
AND AUTOJUMBLE 

• THE WORLD'S LARGEST COLLECTION 
OF CLASSIC BIKES... 


JOHN 

MCGUINNESS 

23 ’times TT winner 


• ...AND THE CHANCE TO SEE 
(AND HEAR!) THEM IN AaiON! 


TICKET PRICES 


• AGREATDAYOUT FOR ALL THE FAMILY • ADULTS £13 • SENIORS £12 


• THE RESTORATION THEATRE WITH 
TV'S PETE THORNE 


• CHILDREN £4 


• THE WORLD FAMOUS BONHAMS 
CLASSIC BIKE AUCTION 



THIS WEEKEND 


CALL 01 507 529529 


classicbikeshows.com 

#2015CBS 


^ IWJTlIIWTOilBiKIiJflJi' 


estoration 




In with 



CAROLE NASH 
iiTioro^jOGO 

the care it lie^rvas 


: @CLflSSICBIHESIIOUS S /CLHSSICBIIIESHOHS 

^ntlE^IHaij^CSt] ^lossicbikeshows.cotn ) BonhSlTlS 

— ALL THAT'S BEST IN MODERN CLASSIC MOTORCYCLING — JJ 
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CLASSIC RACER SPORT 


The CRMC circus moved south, to Lydden Hill, for 
the penultimate meeting of the year. Russ Lee and 
Graham Lawlor bring us all the action. 


1 Simon Walsh has really taken to the 
FZ750 this season, winning all four 
Lydden Superbike races to go alongside 
three victories in the 350 twins on the 
DWR Garfield Honda. For his efforts the 
Grantham man received Saturday's Rider 
of the Day award. 

2 Fresh back from the Isle of Man, Jeff 
Smith dominated the 200cc two-strokes 
on Robin Keating's Bridgestone twin. 

3 Ducatis - just like Marmite you tend 
to love 'em or hate 'em. There's no doubt 
where Alex Sinclair stands on the issue as 
he rocketed the Louigi Moto Ducati 750 to 
four Post Classic 750 wins. 

4Terrific Formula 750 action at the Devil's 
Elbow as Cormac Conroy (71, Ryan BSA) 
holds off Rob Wittey (70, Smith Honda) 
and Steve Perlinski (Seeley Norton). 

5 Four class wins, including two outright 
victories, meant it was a great weekend 
for Ian Ashley and Roy Cunningham on 
their Period 2 BMW 750 outfit. 

6 Richard Molnar continued his great form 
on Brian Camp's Molnar Manx, his three 
wins putting him in strong contention for 
the CRMC GP 500 championship. 


7 Jordan Greenshields leads the P/C 125 
charge from the similarly mounted Jake 
Mason (199) and James Wilmott (55). 
Greenshields couldn't quite celebrate 
his 20th birthday with a win, second 
place being his highest 

finish of the weekend. 

8 One of the most spectacular rider/ 
machine combinations in the CRMC - 
Carl Adams on his battle scarred 
Kawasaki 1100 beast - pushed Simon 
Walsh all weekend for the Superbike 
honours. 

9 George Hogton-Rusling was in 
imperious form with 10 wins on the 
Carthago Triumph andTZ350 (pictured). 
The young Yorkshireman took the Lea 
Gourlay-prepared Yamaha to victory 
over Ant Hart by eight seconds in 
Sunday's feature Charlie Sanby Trophy 
12-lapper. 

10 Charlie Sanby Trophy podium with 
Charlie's former mechanic Wally Maisey, 
doing the honours. L to R: Ant Hart 
(second), winner George Hogton-Rusling 
and third-place man Alex Sinclair. Just 
48 hours earlier Sinclair had proudly 
stood on the third step of the MGP 
Lightweight podium. 



86 ClassicRacer 




ClassicRacer 




SE 

CD 




* >■. 


87 





CLASSIC RACER SPORT 



Irish road racing returned to Faugheen, a tiny village of just a 
few hundred people in a picturesque corner of County Tipperary 
after a five year absence. Mark McCloskey reports. 


R acing has been staged in 
this area since the 1960's 
and on this very circuit 
since 1976, and as recently 
as three weeks before this year's event 
news was that it had been all but called 
off. Then, just as dramatically, it was 
suddenly on again and, thankfully, the 
event ran like clockwork. 

The 2.2 mile circuit is both bumpy 
and spectacular and in the 250cc class 
less than two seconds separated the 
top three riders with a hard fought win 
going to Philip Shaw from Richard Ford 
with Gary Hutton hot on his tail. 

Ashbourne rider Eddie Manly was 
utterly dominant as he and his K4 
Honda roared to victory in the 350cc 
class, a full 17 seconds ahead of Sean 
Leonard with Newtonabbey rider Gary 
Jamison taking third. 

Manly was out again in the 500cc 
class and rode the wheels off the G50 
as he set a new 500cc lap record at 
84.5mph and again took the win, this 
time ahead of the Hondas of Freddie 
Stewart and Sam Kinkead. Robert 
McCrum set the fastest lap, at 86mph, 


on his way to victory in the Unlimited 
class. Richard Ford and John Scott 
completed that podium. 

Three weeks later and the racing 
moved to Killilane in north County 
Dublin for the final round of the 2015 
road racing championship where once 
again the 250cc flag went Philip Shaw 
with Richard Ford and Gary Hutton 
completing the podium. 

In the 350cc class Eddie Manly was 
once again in command taking the 
win ahead of Herbie Ronan and Sean 
Leonard. The 500cc class saw Eddie 
Manly out on Tony Carton's G50 and 
in fine form as he took a popular win 
ahead of Freddie Stewart followed by 
Billy Lyle. 

Richard Ford set the fastest lap in 
the Unlimited class to win and with 
it the 2015 Unlimited Championship. 
Trevor Stewart and Dave Brough 
completed that podium. 

A big thank you to all the marshals, 
officials, wives, girlfriends, mechanics 
and fans who made 2015 a very special 
year. Let us all look forward to doing it 
again in 2016. 


1. Richard Ford on his way 
to setting the fastest lap and 
Unlimited class win and with 
it the 2015 Championship at 
Killilane. 


2. Billy Lyle rounds Schoolhouse 
Corner at Killilane. 


3. Leading the field, G50 mounted 
Eddie Manly took a fine pair of 
wins at Faugheen. 


4. Gary Hutton concentrating hard 
at Killilane. 


5. Eddie Manly really pressing on 
at Faugheen. 


6. Gary Hutton and Noel Bertram 
lead Sam Kinkead out of Church 
Corner, Faugheen. 
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B&C SAUNDERS LTD 


Honda RSC Race Parts for CB77 - CYB 350 
RSIOOO - CR750 - CR93 - CR450 etc. 
Megacycle Cams, Stainless Valves, Steel Conrods, Pistons, 
Gaskets, Close Ratio Gearbox Kits, 

Valve Spring Kits, etc. 

AGENTS FOR CAPPELLINI RACE PRODUCTS 

OIL FILTER KIT ARE NOW CLASSIC CLUB 
APPROVED 

TRY US The Original Supplier 


Tel or Fax 01451 822397 
Email us at: enquiries@bcsaunders.co.uk 


■ I SUSPENSION 
r MADE-TO-MEASURE 



> Shocks & Fork 
Conversions 

• Road 

• Race 

• Sidecars 

> Ciassics 


For help, advice or 
more information 


I 






M AXTONSUSPENSlDN.Ca .UK 


Tel: 01928 740531 Fax: 01928 740635 
LAUREL BANK, KINGSWOOD, FRODSHAM, CHESHIRE WA6 6HX 
E: info@maxtonsuspension.co.uk 
Web: www.maxtonsuspension.co.uk 


^ CONTINENTAL - MICHELIN - DUNLOP - PIRELLI - METZELER - BRIDGESTONE g 

§ 








Derb^r Lid 

MOTORCYCLE TYRE SALES 

\ Services include crankshaft DUNLOP & AVON CLASSIC i 
I rebuilds, re-bores, suspension AND MODERN RACING TYRES \ 
^ servicing/restoration, two stroke m STOCK -«««!» i 

I engine rebuiidS,TiG welding. Fitting & balancing or mail order P 

0 Ultrasonic Carburettor Cleaning POA no problem F 

1 CALL OR EMAIL NOW FOR A QUOTE ON THE BEST PRICES! g 


Unit 1, Perkins Way, Derby DE21 4AW 

01332 331716 

rob@racinglines.co.uk www.racinglines.co.uk 


S CONTINENTAL - MICHELIN - DUNLOP - PIRELLI - METZELER - BRIDGESTONE m 



www.stevemaney.com 





Always Breaking - Always Buying Quality Used Suzuki Parts! 

__ THE UK’s No. 1 MAIL ORDER WORLDWIDE! 

Classic Performance Engine Tuning 
Classic Bike Servicing/Bike Building Service 
For Road - Classic Race - Sprint/Drag Race - Classic Track Day 


Suzuki/Kawasaki/Honda - Parts - Performance - Service 
Engines restored to standard/as new condition or tunes for any 
manner of racing. No job too large or too small! 


Call us on 01366 388352, 07774 924067 or 07964 895086 


Email grumpy1260@orangehome.co.uk 
Web: www.grumpy1260suzukispares.com 




Dick Hunt Rucing 


Race Proven Cycle Parts supplied worldwide. 

MANX NORTON Fork and Drum Brakes 
SEELEY Drum and Disc Forks with complementary 
Disc and Drum Brakes 
G50/7R type Drum Brakes 

FONTANA 210mm and 230mm Front Brakes 
Restoration & Repair of racing drum brakes - 

linings, liners, rims, paint, etc. 

Credit and Debit Cards Weicome 1 ^® ) 


385A Woodham Lane, Woodham, 
Addlestone, Surrey, KT15 3PP 
Tel: 01932 347401 • Fax: 01932 349114 



Roadracers E; 

Preciskin illustrations by Mick Ofiold 
Each itjustration Is so higkhr dgtsiied it's like 
Hsving tke setLiSi bike on your wsiH ClasEic 
race bihss; British, European 
J9|}anc3e. Ait quality 
prints fit standard 
Whita OP Ean 
Ibb Ehown). Limrtad 
adicitins. adiBr 91295 
and corporata gifts 
ahe riao av^lable. 

CamrriiaaiDnB accepted % 

Contadt us for 


Orders end iquiries: N. T 
of] e IdTN® b 1 0 mand . 

USA phons: 03L224-0477 

We ship World-Widi 


FJE calliDtitNi on Facaiwot' 
or -conEact itfs tor iist ind/ar 

Roadrace Motorcycles 




UNITY EQUIPE 

How taking orders Unity Converta engine piates etc 
Manx Frame built 
specially for Harley 


50 years of overseas 
trade experience 


50 page Catalogue £5 

(refundable against order) 

Packed with spares and parts for 
the British biker or special builder 


Callers & Collectors by appointment 

Tel: +44 (0)1706 839059 E-mail: tritonmcs@aol.eom 
Fax: +44 (0)1 706 839348 www.unityequipe.com 


90 ClassicRacer 












MOLNAR • PRECISION • LIMITED; 




All Parts Precision Machined in our Own Workshop 


Guaranteed Quality and Performance 


MANX Complete machines ready SEELEY Mk2 Rolling Chassis, Hub 
to race Assemblies, Front and Rear 

MANX Complete engines and parts FONTANA 250mm, 210mm, 180mm, 
to original drawings 4LS Front Hubs, Matching Rears 

MANX Hubs, Forks,Frames CERIANI 230mm 4LS Front Hub, 

G50 & 7R Complete bikes, engines 200mm TLS Rear 
& parts STAINLESS STEEL REPLICA P ARTS 


L/STS AVAILABLE COVERING MOST BRITISH MARQUES 


Worldwide Service for your free catalogue visit www.manx.co.uk or 
send a large SAE to: 


MOLNAR PRECISION LTD, P.O. BOX 1208, PRESTON PR2 OHG 


You MUST state year & model 


Overseas send $2 for airmail reply. Callers by appointment only. Email: sales@manx.co.uk 




MOTORCYCLE PRODUCTS 


SEE US AT STAFF ORD SHOW GP PADDOCK \ 

Double the Power 
Direct gear Drive 
Built in Safety 
Built in Britain 

Tel: +44(0) 1 724 844 1 79 Mobile: +44(0)7780 840330 
info@ solomotorcycleproducts.com 

www.solomotorcycleproducts.com 



4 BRAMLEY MEADOWS, 

^SPEED NEWPORT PAGNELL, BUCKS. MK16 8LZ 


I ViSA 


RANGE OF YAMAHA CLASSIC RACING 
REPLACEMENT PARTS 



Replica Quick Action Throttle 
shown with Cable Adjuster 


A wide range of fairings, screens, 
brackets, tacho and fairing 
dampers, clip-ons etc. replicated to 
the original. 

Pictured is a replica TZ twin pull throttle and 
slotted cable adjusters, available separately. 
We also have Domino single and twin pull 
throttles and a range of cable adjusters. 


info@meadspeed.com www.meadspeed.com 
Tel: 00 44 (0)1908 610311 • Fax: 00 44 (0)1908 617480 


mr^ RACETECH DEVELOPMENTS 


Fully programmable Ignition Systems 

Used on dassk 2/4 stroke race hikes around the world! 

Avaiiabie for Yama ha TZ250/3SO/750, 

Suzuki T20 RG250/500 XR69 SV6&0 G&XR7S0/110O, 

Honda RS12V250 CB25O/350/7S0 NSR250/400 XR500, Bridgestone 200. 
Kawasaki Z400 2500 2XR400 GPZllOC, Cagiva C590/91 V&92. Maico IIBGP, 
Bianchi 5O0GP, Rotaif 256. By ltaco. Gneeves, Triumph Trident Rocket 3. 
Ducati 250 600-Pantah 900SS. Inductive 4 coil ignitions also available. 



Fitted to Michael Dunlop's Team Classic Suzuki XR69 1* in 2015 FI Classic TT & 
Ryan Farquihar's Team WlnField Yamaha in 3^^, 4 out of the top & used RTDI 


IFyouf modei is not (tsted please contact us for further details 

www.racetechdev.co.uk +44 (0)1327 831100 





BBPIastics 

The Winning Formula 


RACE FAIRIIMGS 


MANUFACTURED IN THE UK 
TOP QUALITY - COMPETITIVE PRICES 
RACE FAIRINGS FROM 1960'S ONWARDS. 

TR TD COMPLETE TZ RANGE, K4 350 
TR20, CR93, MT125, MOST MODELS IN STOCK. 

wiAiw.bbplastics.co.uk 

Unit 5, Bowmans Trading Estate, 
Bessemer Drive, Stevenage, Herts SG1 2DL 

Tel. 01438 350001 


y 




Belt Drives and Clutches to suit many Classic Specials to order 
Full design service • Alloy Belt Cover Guards Fabricated 
• Gates Belt Stockist 

What can we do for you? RING BOB TODAY! 


BOB NEWBY RACING 

The Hawthorns, Station Road, North Kilworth, Leics LEI 7 6HY 


TEL: (01858) 880009 • FAX: (01858) 880674 
email: bob@bobnewbyracing.com 
www.bobnewbyracing.com 




ENGINEERING 


The Racing Two Stroke Engine Enthusiasts 


YAMAHA RACE CYLINDER CONVERSIONS, 
RE-SLEEVING AND TUNING 

LC through to TZ, as used by leading riders over the past 40 years. 
Crank Shaft modification and re-conditioning service. 
Cylinders resleeved and modified for that ultra-performance 
with reliability 


FAHRON ENGINEERING 

Wighay Road, Hucknall, Notts NG15 8AH 
Tel: 0115 963 4123 
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Highest Quality Bespoke Brake Discs 


ROGER TITCHMARSH 

Premium bespoke disc manufacturing service for one-offs or batches enabling you 
to put the finishing touches to your bike - whether simply changing to non-standard 


RACING 

wheels, restoration, racing or tackling an entire special project bike. 


SEELEY APPROVED REPLICA FRAMES 



- Using Reynolds '531' tube - 



Winning chassis in eleven Snr/Jnr Manx GP's 



- Using Reynolds '531' tube - 



Stockists of REYNOLDS TUBE 

Fully-Floating Classic Road or Race One-piece Fronts or Rears 


PO Box 8, 

Summerbridge, 

Harrogate HG3 4XQ 

Call us now, or send us your disc spec, using the web page below, for a quote. 


Phone 01773 831 122 1 1!^ 74 A" 


C-SZZ-SJi ^ 

Web WWW.BikeHPS.com/isr rrakf<;-swfdfn — — 


/ \ Tel/Fax: 01423 781772 



Manufacturers of 
Ray Petty Manx Norton 
Parts for over 25 years 


COTES PARK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
SOMERCOTES, DERBYSHIRE DE55 4NJ 
E-mail: admin@summerfield-engineering.co.uk 
Tel: +44 (0) 1773 835977 Eax: +44 (0) 1773 520144 



• ALL FEATHERBED MODELS • BEST QUALITY AVAILABLE 
• FROM A WASHER TO A COMPLETE BIKE 
• COMPLETE RESTORATION & MOTOR OVERHAULS UNDERTAKEN 


MANX 

Spare 

PARTS 


See our catalogue on www.manxnorton.co.nz. 

MCINTOSH RACING, NEW ZEALAND 

PO Box 12-500, Penrose, Auokland, New Zealand 
Telephone and Fascimile 64 9 570 1 119 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 



^ HAMMER 


motorcycle artwork 


Get your copy of this 
print, see all of our 
collection & find out 
what we’re working on. 

SHOP TODAY! 
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WWW.CLASSICRACER.COM 


ClassifiedGuide 

» To advertise call 01507 524004 » 


BRAKES 

1 

BIKES FOR SALE 

■ 

EXHAUSTS 


Classic Brake Services 


RACING BRAKE 
SPECIALIST 

* Oversize linings machined to drum diameter 

* Shoes fitted with standard linings 

* All linings are secured with semi-tubular rivets 

* Drum skimming by arrangement 

* For top quality and service please contact 

PO Box 5, Whaley Bridge, 

High Peak SK23 7LL 

Tel/Fax; 01663 732025 
■ Mobile: 07811 356619 a 

S E-mail: classicbrake@btinternet.com Bi^ 
www.classicbrakeservices.vpweb.co.uk 


CAMSHAFTS 


Ciassic Ducati Racers & Parts For Saie in Engiand 

Pantah 750cc, std. frame-i-SL tank, uprated front & rear ends with wire wheels 
(billet rear hub -i- 3" rim), Lockheed AP f/brake-i-clutch m/cyls., Brembo P8 f/calipers, 
EBC discs -^HH pads, std. rear brake. Hemmings tacho, 520 sprockets-^spare rear. 
High spec.F1 -750 type engine, Verlicchi copy 2 intol exhaust, 41mm Malossi carbs. 
Roll on/off stand £9,500 

Monos x2 ex-Vic. Camp 446cc desmo. Much history. Reverted to original f/disc brake 
(Pagehiln & Lockheed hydraulics) & developed before with Amal 38mm s/bore, special 
exhaust, works patt. cam, s/cut primaries -i- top bevels with gazer, 42mm inlet valve, 
Wiseco 87mm piston, NT g/box, beefed up c/case NOT repaired, RITA, Krober tacho, 
spare rear sprockets, works patt. fibreglassware, roll on/off stand £9,500 

Well developed 436cc desmo engine to 475cc(details available) in Verlicchi 
cro-mo frame, therefore lighter bike with GP front end. Similar spec, to above 446cc 
bike, with spares (special crank,etc.). £9,500 or £76,000 the pair-i-more spares. 

Ex-dealer parts stock 750/860, Darmah (NOS SSD frame kit,etc.) 900ss/MHR(esp. 

complete body kit), rebuilt crank, NOS conrod kit & Imola cams,rockers, 
g/box parts. Smiths speedos-i-tacho, seats,forks, etc.. Pantah cycle-Hengine parts. 
Ex-works SCD 350 Desmo, one of last batch made in 1967, pre-production frame, 
RACING Grimeca brakes, near original. POA. 

Email only for Q's & pics wittyducati@gmail.com (Spain) 


DAVID NEWMAN 
CAMSHAFTS 

Camshaft and Cam Follower 
Restoration Specialist 

We Can Restore to Standard Profile all 
Motorcycle Cams 

We Can Upgrade for Fast Road Use or 
Vintage Racing all Motorcycle Cams 
We Can Design on our CAD/CAM CNC 
any Cam to your own personal spec 
We Can Manufacture New Camshafts in 
Small Batches or Large Production 
We Can Restore all Cam Followers and 
Rocker Arms 

We Heat Treat all Work as required and 
Hardness test all work 
We can Normally Complete all work in 
1 4 days 

We Charge Sensible Prices for Quality 
Work 


Farnborough Way, Farnborough, 
Kent BR6 7DH 

Tel: 01689 857109 Fax: 01689 855498 


CARBURETTOR 


GARDNER CARBURETTOR 
COMPANY LTD 


GARDNER CARBURETTORS, 
FLOAT CHAMBERS, DIAPHRAGMS, 
CABLES, INLET RUBBERS ETC. 

12 Slimbridge Road, Burgess Hill, 
West Sussex RH15 8QE, UK. 

Tel: (44) 01444 233485 
E: gardnercarbs@btinternet.com 


CLOTHING 



Classic Motorcycle Products 

IDOs T-shfrts, BooSiSp Posters & DVDs tram only IZM 

for orders & our 

FREE Cayiogue 


Tel:01624 

814231 


i 


Trade Wolceme 



The Original Rider 
Cooling System 


Britain 


Abcon Exhausts 


Manufacturer of Bespoke 
2-stroke exhausts 
Made to original specifications 
New design and development 
using TSR software 
Hydro formed headers 
Hand rolled cones for precision 
Repairs 

Specialist for over 25 years 


Tel Andy 

Nottingham 01 1 5 9637392 
abconexhausts(a)btinternet.com 


FAIRINGS 



Upton Lovell, Nr. Warminster, 


Wiltshire BA12 OJW 


TEL: 01985 850821 


FAX: 01985 850963 


vwvw.triumphparts.gbr.ee 


FRAMES 


REPLICA 

FRAME BUILDERS 

30 YEARS’ FRAME BUILDING EXPERIENCE 

G50/7R • NORTON • SEELEY MK 2/3 
BOB MCINTIRE G50/7R 

CLIP-ONS MADE TO PATTERN 
Other Frames to Pattern 
Speedway Rotrax Mk 1 


ALL FRAMES NOW VAT FREE 


DENNY BARBER 
36 Mill Lane 
Besthorpe 
Attleborough 
Norfolk, NR17 2NL 
Tel. 01953 452422 ■.-RIMMIURVIM 
email, dennis.barberl@tesco.net 



ENGINEERING 


‘THAN’ CRANKS 

For the Yamaha h. 
TZ350 and 
TZ750 
DAWSON 

HARMSWORTHLTI 

49 Harrison Road, 

Sheffield S6 4NA Tel 01142 337460 
email: scitsu23@btinternet.com 




ENGINE AND GEARBOX REBUILDS FOR 
ROAD AND COMPETITION 

Complete or part motorcycle restorations for BSA, 
Norton and Triumph twins and triples and most classics 
Cylinder Head Overhauls, Machining and Paintwork 
Race Preparation and Valeting. 

Tel/Fax Derek Rowles 
Biggleswade (01767) 640252 
www.red4motorcycles.co.uk 


EXHAUSTS 



CLASSIC RACING EXHA 


Swarbrick Racing 
The Forge, Garstang Road, Brock, 
Nr. Preston, Lancashire PR3 ORD, 
Telephone/Fax: (01995) 640291 

www.swarbrick-racing.co.uk 
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PARTS 


RESTORATION 


TRAILERS 


suzukiperformancespares.co.uk 

07900 362809 

MAKE THIS YOUR FIRST CALL! 




COMETiC 


Ignitions & Coils 
Pistons & Ringsets 
Big Bore Gaskets 

Hi Flow Fuel Taps 

Valve Springs, 
Studs & Tensioners 

Replacement Screen Blades - all bikes 


QUALITY SUZUKI ENGINE PREPARATION 
Callers by appointment r i 
or fast mail order 


Triumph 

RESTORATIONS 


CLASSIC THRUXTON RACERS 
ALL SPECIAL PARTS AVAILABLE 

SPITFIRE CAMS, 

3 INCH TAPPETS, EXHAUSTS, 
THRUXTON SILENCERS, 
ALLOY 5 GALLON TANKS 
FAIRINGS, SEATS, FOOTRESTS, 
BOYER IGNITIONS 

^ ^fecial 

AVON 3-PIECE FAI RINGS 
CLOSE GEARS T1 00 UNIT 

GEORGE HOPWOOD 

020 8300 9573 

www.hoppybikes.co.uk 


112 Wren Road, Sidcup, Kent DAI 4 4NF 


POWDER COATING 



W Mbiotc^tCe CodUtt^ SpcdaMs 

HIGH QUALITY ENAMELLING 

in super tough Polyester Powder for 

SHOW WINNING FINISH that lasts 
Satisfaction guaranteed and at the 
right price 

Please note - unlike most other enamellers 


WE PAINT ONLY 
MOTORCYCLE PARTS 


So you can be sure we don’t rush your 
parts through with some industrial job lot. 
ALL PARTS get our individual attention. 

Bradford (01274) 562474 

Unit 3, Bradware Industrial Park, 
Harris Street, Bingley, BD16 1AE 

See our website: www.triple-s.co.uk 


Classic Race Bike 
Restorations 

Pre I960 to 1970/80 

Full or part restorations, 
any paint colourings. 
Over 40 years experience in 
classic and modern racers 
Collection and delivery 
available 

In conjunction with 
Lancaster Motorcycles 

Tel 01524 67737 
EMail mfo@ 

lancastermotorcycles.co.uk 


SHOCKS 


RACE ENGINE PREP 


Stuart Tonge 

Race engine prep 



Cyl head porting and flowing 
Exhaust pipes, meggas St mufflers 
Full race prep St dyno testing 
Roller starters 

tel: 01767 650503 

e-mail 

\^ongei 64 @btinternet com^ 


British made Gas Shocks 
for all Classic Racers 


NcJB ‘Racing’ 

SHOCKS 


CIRCUIT RACING 

LIGHTWEIGHT by Design, 
without using special materials - 
for £131 inclusive 
I MULTI RATE SPEC ngsm 
for true road circuits 
Phone or Fax for details 
01206 768392 ENGLAND 
mob: 07788 715163 
Email norman@njbshocks.co.uk 
www.njbshocks.co.uk 


SHOT BLASTING 



POWDER 

COATING 


www.nnsbpcl.co.uk 

email: msbpcl@googlemail.com 

2a-3a Benbridge Ind Est Heybridge, Maldon, 
Essex CM94ER Tel. 01621 841100 


Announcing our new 5 years as standard anti corrosion warranty 
NOT JUST ANOTHER POWDER COATER 
Quality work is priceless. Don't leave it to chance do it once do it right. 

Collection & delivery throughout the UK & EU. No Job too small. Subject to condition. 


^ DAVE COOPER TRAILERS 

tir _ V (CM) Unit 7, Pettings Court Farm, Hodsoll Street, Wrotham, KentTN15 7LH 

tiKi wMM Tel/Fax: 01732 820082 (Days), 07860 702112 (Mobile) • www.davecooper.co.uk • info@davecooper.co.uk 

CLIP-ON ADJUSTABLE BIKE RACKS £71.95 inc p&p 
JUNIOR RACKS 50cc-80cc SENIOR RACKS 100cc-600cc 

Fits any vehicle with British standard towbar, and you can still tow with the bike 
rack in use. Made from strong 4mm British steel tubing, finished in protective 
enamel. Lightboards, tie down straps and double racks also available. 

TRAILERS 

Single bike £289 Treble bike.... £389 

Double bike.... £349 Sidecar £385 

Spare wheel £ 28.50 extra. All prices include VAT • Delivery Service available. 
Trailers come complete with Independent suspension, clip-on loading ramp, tie-down 
loops, wheel support clamps, security locking facility, removable lighting and six 
enamel colours. NEW wall mounting brackets - to hang trailer on your garage wall 
£15.00 pair. Price includes lightboard & ramp. 




TRANSFERS & BADGES 


REPLICA 
HONDA WORKS 
TANK DECALS 

Die cut, screen printed vinyl 

Send £1 5 per pair (inc p&p) & cheques payable to: 

M.l. LODGE, QUARMBY FARM, 49 BLACK MOOR 
^ FOOT, LINTHWAITE, HUDDERSFIELD HD7 5TR ^ 


WHEELS AND TYRES 


WHEELBUILDING, 
RIMS & SPOKES 
STOCKED 

Spares for all British machines 

Syd Smith (Spares) Ltd 
555 Greenland Road, 
Sheffield S9 5HZ 
Tel: (01 14) 2442736 


WHEELBUILDING 


WHEELWISE ENGINEERING 

for wheel restoration 

Service, Quality 
& Craftsmanship 
Guaranteed 

COLLECTION & DELIVERY 

The Smithy Workshop, 
Bolney Road, Cowfold, 
Horsham, Sussex RH13 8AA 


Tel: 01403 864 533 


TO ADVERTISE IN 
THE NEXT ISSUE 
GIVE LEON 
A CALL ON 
01507 529413 


DRIXTON HONDA 500 classic 
club championship winning 
machine, top spec throughout, 
Davis Motorsport chassis, Manx 
and short circuit fuel tanks, 2 
engines - both refreshed. Ready 
to win. Sensible offers please. 
Tel. 07976 522768 . cl55469oc 

HONDA 200 4 STROKE 

RACER for sale. Former CRMC 
Championship winner. Shake- 
down runs only since full 
professional rebuild and repaint 
in classic silver and red. New 
alloy tank, electronic ignition, 
tyres etc. Also comes with 
spare frame, engine etc. Ideal 
race or parade, £2,600. Tel. 
07850 754113 SE London. 

CL554319C 

MANX NORTON FRAME JIG 

professionally made with 
templates etc, £500. Tel. 01327 

261 068.CL554316C 

WESSEX 4 WHEELED box 

trailer, 10'x6', 6 1/2' high, braked, 
spare wheel, shutter door, 
assisted ramp, internal tiedown 
points, fold out bed frame, 
£1,400 ono. Canvas awning 
converts to camping trailer 
£100. Tel. 01904 708975 York. 

CL554317C 




NORTON 750 
CAFE RACER 


Based on 1966 Atlas, built 
last winter, just about 
every seal bearing and 
bushing replaced, 10.5:1 
Hepolites, very strong 
engine, new stator, rotor, 
tympanium, Amals, 

exhausts, seat guards etc., Evan Wilcox alloy tanks. 
Commando clutch, belt primary, Quaife 
4 speed 10.5" dia. 4 LS front brake, 

(1960s racing Yamaha look-a-like). 

Asking $17,000 but open to offers 

Tony Hagger email: thehaggers@msn.com (Seattle, USA) 
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WANTED 

LUCAS 

MAGNETO 

3MTT 

or 

LUCAS SR2RR 
MAGNETO 

Tel: 01244 675 252 



SUZUKI XR69 

Built by Steve Walls. Graham Salter motor, 
130hp, fully restored, TT winner. 
CRMC registered. 

Full details please call 
Graham Smith 07762 894461 
£ 12,000 
Milton Keynes 

Making room for a new project so all my 
race bikes are now for sale. 
Fortissimoto Classic Racing Services. 



1913 REX V-TWIN 

896cc, complete rebuild by N.P. Veterans 
to near concours condition. Pioneer 
certificate, genuine reason for 
reluctant sale 

£29,500 

Tel Philip 01502 573386 or 
07899 955501 



HONDA 250CC 
FOUR 

250cc Honda Four Cylinder Replica, 
CRMC registered, ideal machine to parade. 
Excellent condition. 

No times wasters please. 

£POA 

Email: brianstevens201 1@hotmail.co.uk 
Mobile: 07769 947640 



HOUSE WITH 
WORKSHOP FOR SALE 

Modern semi, double glazed, gas c/heating, 
new kitchen/bathroom, conservatory, 
c/w brick built detached 1,000 sq.ft, garage, 
workshop, stables and outbuildings. 
CHORLEY, LANCASHIRE. 

£180,000 

Tel: 01257 482778 or 07939 353314 
Email: mail@malctyrer.plus.com 



P&M KAWASAKI 


1085CC Phase One Classic Endurance 
Machine. 127HP, very reliable motor. 
CRMC eligible. Huge history and 
provenance. Raced at Donington Festival 
2015, second in class. Spares Kit. 

Full details please call Graham Smith 

0776 2894461 

£10,000 Milton Keynes 



Opportunity to own a 
pre-release factory model 
of the first Honda customer 
race bike. 

Engine/frame numbers 24 digits before 
official release. Includes all factory 
updates and crate of 1000s brand new 
spares. Has had little use as run in NZ and 
class stopped in 1982 without racing since. 

£5,000 

07599 291787 



P&M KAWASAKI 

1270cc, Team Glam Classic Endurance 
Machine. 130+HP, very reliable motor. 
CRMC eligible. Spares Kit. 

Full details please call 
Graham Smith 07762 894461 

£ 10,000 

Milton Keynes 

Making room for a new project so all my 
race bikes are now for sale. 



Sell your bike, parts, accessories 
through our Ciassified Section 


Book online: www.classicracer.com Also by phone: 01507 529529 

Fill in the form below, enclose advert details, then return to Classic Racer, PO Box 99, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ 


Please put my advertisement in the next issue of Classic Racer 

Payer's details (must be completed) 


Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (please delete) 
First name(s) 

Surname 

Address 


PLEASE TICK BOX 

Lineage - 50 words maximum £10 □ 

Box - 50 words maximum 

+ colour picture £20 □ 

Website - 

(only available with an advert) £2 □ 


Postcode 

Telephone 


Copy for next issue must be with us by 

Thursday, November 26, 2015 


Mobile 

Email 


Payment method 


1. □ I WISH TO PAY BY CREDIT /DEBIT CARD 

Please debit my: 

□ Visa □ Mastercard □ Switch/Maestro 

Card number 


Start date / / 

Expiry date / / 

3 digit vertification code 

Switch issue number 

Signature 

Date 


2. □ I WISH TO PAY BY CHEQUE 

Please make all cheques payable to Classic Racer 


Please note: Photographs will 
only be returned if a stamped 
addressed envelope is enclosed 
with the advertisement 

On occasion Mortons Media Group Ltd, 
publishers of Classic Racer may decide 
themselves or permit other reputable companies, 
to make offers of products or services which we 
may believe to be of interest to our readers. 

If you DO NOT wish to have the details given 
here passed on, please tick the box. □ 

THIS FORM MUST NOT 
BE USED FOR TRADE 
ADVERTISING 


TRIUMPH DAYTONA 
500CC 

1973, engine rebuilt by High 
Gear, new oil tank, two new 
tyres, Boyer ignition, C.R.M.C. 
reg'd, box of spare parts 

£2,750 ono 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 


(50 words max) 


I 1963 50cc ITOM 4 speed c/r 
foot change, Smiths rev/c etc, 
I used in parades/demos last 
7 years, award winner £2000. 
Tel: xxxx xxxxxx 


(50 words max) 



www.classicracer.com 

01507 529529 

Classic Racer, PO Box 99, 
Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ 
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January/February issue on sale at all good newsagents from December 17 
or get your copy early and save money, call 01507 529529 

Ad Deadline November 30 




ARCHIVE 

over a century of motorcycle memories 



Recapture those once in a lifetime 
moments of motorcycling history 
with images from Mortons' extensive 
archive of preserved photos - 
all professionally reproduced in stunning 
quality and delivered to your door. 


To order action shots or nostalgic images 
for private or commercial usage, 
contact Jane Skayman 
on the contact details below. 


i 


Tel: 0044 (0} 1507 529423 
Email: jskayman@mortons.co.uk 
www.mortonsarchive.com 


Qiiality Assured 








Experience the 
sights and sounds 
of classic racing 


Come join in the lu 

Racing and Associate ^ 

memberships available 

The American Historic ^ 

Racing Motorcycle % 

Association 

www.AHRMA.org ^ 


'■n-X " 

- V t-Y’ 

in thelfun! | 


AMERI€AM REAPERMtt 



QassicRcuxr 


SUBSCRIBE & SAVE 

With Motorsport 

SoOa'R (6 issues) 

Save $$ and never miss another issue! 

Great subscription prices for U.S.A. delivery: Classic 
Motorcycle Mechanics, The Classic Motorcycle, Classic Bike 
Guide, Classic Racer, Real Classic, Classic Dirt Bike, Scootering, 
Classic Scooterist Scene, Twist & Go, Motorcycle Sport & Leisure. 

We stock many fine Mortons publications including: 

SCRAPBOOK SERIES (Triumph, BSA and Norton), 
AVIATION CLASSICS, THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF CLASSIC 
MOTORCYCLES, JUST ROSSI, ISLAND RACER, JAGUAR. 

mOTORSPORT 

f^UBI-§GJ\TIONS t-LC 

7164 County Road N #441, Bancroft, Wi 54921 
715-572-4595 * Chris@ClassicBikeBooks.com 

www.ClassicBikeBooks.conn 



NOVEMBER 7-8, 2015 



CHAK^STfOUST 

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 


THE ROYAL BATH & WEST SHOWGROUND, 

SHEPTON MALLET, SOMERSET BA4 6QN 

• HUNDREDS OF CLASSIC CARS ON DISPLAY • TOP RESTORER STANDS 
• AUTOJUMBLE STALLS • PARTS AND SERVICES SUPPLIERS 

• CHARTERHOUSE AUCTION ^ 

JPECIALIST TRADERS ^ BUY YOUR 

• CLUB DISPLAYS ^^-^ICKETS ONLINE AND 


OPENING 
TIMES: 
9.30AM-4PM 


ADVANCE ONE-DAY T CKETS: £8 


U16S GO FREE! 


CLASSIC 
Car Buyer 


GET £2 OFF! 

VISIT: WWW.CARSANDEVENTS.COM/CVRS7 
CALL: 01 507 529529 AND QUOTE CVRS7 
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• Bespoke Paint Service 

• Powder Coating 

• Rear Sets 

• Swing Arm Spindles 

• Rear Wheel Spindle Kits 

• Shark Fin Chain Guards 

• Magnesium Cam Boxes 


]\Ac\q 

WK^els 


CZcivv\pci0no\o 

WK^e^ls 


3+ec!imline 

WK^els 



Sizes available 
2.50 7 2.75/ 3.00x18 front 


Sizes available 
2.50 7 2.75 7 3.00x18 front 


Sizes available 
3.5 X 1 7 front 


3.50/4.00/4.50x18 rear 


3.50/4.00/4.50x18 rear 


5.5 X 17 rear 



TT1-TT2-TT900 Chassis Kit 
Choice of Colours 


DUCATI TT900 CHASSIS KIT 

All you need is a donor bike 
1 X 28mm frame (powder coated Ducati red), 

1 X Clock bracket, 1 x Aluminium fuel tank (unpainted) 

1 X Aero fuel cap, 2 x Fibreglass side panel, 1 x Rear sets 
1 X Full fairing (painted red and blue or yellow and blue) 
1 X Fairing bracket kit, 1 x Screen 
1 X Race seat (options standards, med, or long) 

1 X Seat pad set, 1 x Quill stainless steel exhaust system 
1 X Battery box, 1 x Breather box, 1 x Shock absorber 
shroud, 1 X Electric plate (to hold ignition etc) 

This is a courier delivery for the UK. We can ship overseas, securely crated 
and insured. Please ask for delivery information before placing an order. 



TT900 fitted with the 900SS or Monster 900 engine, also 7 BOSS and 750 Monster, this chassis kit is available to 
convert your road bike into something special. All the component parts from donor bike will transfer over onto our 
chassis kits, maintaining the look of the TT2, but with the later bullet proof engines, and all the facilities of starter 

motor, generator etc., which are readily available. 




World Class Performance 


We stock ALL parts required to complete Ducati Pantah TT1/TT2/F1 replicas 
NEW Verlicchi replica frame kits plus rolling chassis 
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Race or Parade with us at some of the best 
circuits in the UK. The CRMC prides itself in 
offering great racing at the best possible 
value for money: 

• Trophies for the first days racing and 
vouchers for the second days racing 

• Enhanced insurance cover for racers and 
paraders (parade riders only need a full 
road licence) 


REMAINING 2015 DATES 


SNETTERTON 

Classic 4-hour endurance race 
October 16-18 


CRMC 


^ing Motoicyc\& 


For further details see us or visit our website WWW.crmc.CO.uk 









